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The law can both protect and limit a person’s ability to achieve the American Dream. On
one hand, excessive licensing requirements and costly regulations can prevent people from
starting their own businesses. On the other hand, the Bill of Rights protects important freedoms,
such as the right to own property and the freedom of speech. When government agencies are

inefficient or slow, they can also limit economic growth and cause frustration for citizens.

The law protects a person's ability to achieve the American Dream by guaranteeing
basic rights and freedoms. Freedom of speech allows people to speak up, share ideas, and
advocate for change. Laws also protect investments and agreements, which encourages people
to take economic risks and start businesses. The government limits its own power by holding
officials accountable to the same laws as everyone else, creating a fair and predictable system.
In addition, the justice system ensures that both rich and poor individuals receive their “day in
court.” The Fourteenth Amendment guarantees equal protection under the law, meaning no

state can deny someone life, liberty, or property.

However, the law can also limit a person’s ability to achieve the American Dream. Overly
complex or expensive licenses and regulations can block skilled individuals from earning a living
or starting a business. Problems such as inadequate housing laws or difficult bureaucratic
processes can interfere with the “pursuit of happiness.” Occupational licensing, which is meant
to protect public safety, can sometimes create unfair barriers to entering certain careers due to
strict requirements or past mistakes. When laws are applied unevenly, certain groups may be

affected more than others, making it harder for them to move upward.



Some laws that seem limiting can also be protective. Licensing requirements help
ensure that business owners and professionals are qualified, which keeps the public safe.
Freedom of speech is important, but it can also lead to consequences if people misuse it or
harm others with their words. In addition, holding government officials accountable to the law
helps maintain fairness, even though difficult decisions can sometimes arise in emergency

situations. These limits exist to protect society as a whole.

In conclusion, the law plays an important role in both protecting and limiting a person’s
path to the American Dream. It provides freedoms like speech and fair trials, while also placing
rules that can create challenges. Although laws can sometimes feel restrictive, they are
designed to create fairness and order. Understanding how the law works can help people

navigate these limits and continue working toward their goals.





