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One of the challenges of living through 
“history” is to recognize it as it passes. As a 
child growing up in the 1950s and 1960s, I 
remember our local American Legion sell-
ing red silk poppies as a fundraising effort 
in my hometown of Skiatook. I do not recall 
making any connection between those red 
silk poppies and the deeply held appreciation 
my community had for the sacrifices of our 
military, nor do I recall making the intellec-
tual connection between those sacrifices and 
what was then called “Decoration Day.” It 
was not until much later in life that I learned 
“In Flanders Fields” was the inspiration for 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars red silk poppies 
sales and that those items had been handmade 
by veterans as a source of income for hospital-
ized and disabled veterans.

For me, Decoration Day was a trek to a 
small cemetery near Tahlequah, where my 
mother’s family shared maintenance respon-
sibilities for a private cemetery where many of 
my mother’s family are buried. We dutifully 
“decorated” graves with flowers and spent 
time as a family remembering those no longer 
with us. This event was an extended family 
gathering that amounted to an annual family 
reunion and picnic at this very modest rural 
cemetery. My mother’s family did not have 
a strong military tradition, and my father’s 
family did not speak of their service during 
World Wars I and II, which may be why I did 
not make the connection in my early years. 

As I became involved in Boy Scouts, my 
adult leaders, who were ex-military, did a 
much better job of making the connection 
between Decoration Day and the sacrifices of 
fallen United States military men and women. 

Between the crosses, row on row 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

 – Maj. John McCrae, “In Flanders Fields”

As my lovely bride would be the 
first to tell you, TU’s petroleum engi-
neering school did not expose me to 
much poetry, nor is poetry one of my 
passions today. However, this partic-
ular poem has always haunted me 
with its simple phrasing and evoca-
tion of a terrible battle. During World 
War I, Maj. John McCrae served in 
the Canadian Artillery Brigade as a 
surgeon in the Second Battle of Ypres, 
Belgium, and penned this poem in 
May 1915 after losing a comrade and 
former student. Maj. McCrae was not 
pleased with what he had written 
and discarded the poem, but a fellow 
officer rescued the poem and sent it 
to newspapers in England, where it 
was published. The inspiration for 
the visual images was wild poppies 
that sprung up in ditches in that part 
of Europe in the spring.

In Flanders Fields, 
the Poppies Blow...

FROM THE PRESIDENT

By D. Kenyon “Ken” Williams Jr.

D. Kenyon “Ken” Williams Jr.  
is a shareholder and director  

at Hall Estill in Tulsa.
918-594-0519

kwilliams@hallestill.com (continued on page 64)
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CANNABIS LAW

Navigating Compliance 
Challenges: Addressing 
Oklahoma’s Legislative  
Gaps in Cannabis Processing
By Rachel O. Klubeck 

OKLAHOMA’S LACK OF LEGISLATIVE CLARITY and regulatory definitions sur-
rounding cannabis processing has led to compliance challenges, inconsistent labeling 

and enforcement difficulties within the industry. 

INTRODUCTION 
Oklahoma’s cannabis industry 

has experienced unprecedented 
growth – and obstacles – since med-
ical marijuana was legalized in 2018. 
With just over 900 active Oklahoma 
medical marijuana processing 
licenses,1 this evolving sector 
presents both opportunities and 
significant regulatory challenges. 
Unlike cultivators and dispensaries, 
processors operate in a uniquely 
complex space, necessitating clear 
guidelines on manufacturing, 
safety and compliance. However, 
Oklahoma’s regulatory framework 
fails to understand and define key 
industry terms, leading to inconsis-
tent enforcement, compliance confu-
sion and industry uncertainty. 

This article examines the gaps 
in Oklahoma’s cannabis process-
ing laws, clarifies licensing classi-
fications and proposes reforms to 

promote industry stability as well 
as consumer safety.

DEFINING PROCESSING AND 
CLASSIFYING HAZARDOUS 
AND NONHAZARDOUS 
LICENSING 

The current licensing structure in 
Oklahoma allows for a broad defini-
tion of cannabis processors, leading 
to variations in compliance require-
ments. While some processors 
engage in the direct manufacturing 
of cannabis products – extracting, 
refining and infusing raw cannabis 
into oils, concentrates, edibles and 
topicals – other business models 
operate primarily as intermediaries. 
These processors act as distribu-
tors, facilitating and brokering the 
transfer of cannabis products from 
cultivators to dispensaries or other 
licensed businesses without engag-
ing in the actual manufacturing 

process. Because their role is dis-
tinct from traditional processing, 
their compliance obligations differ, 
focusing more on inventory track-
ing, transportation and quality 
assurance rather than extraction  
and solvent safety protocols.

Cannabis processing refers to 
the transformation of raw cannabis 
flower into a variety of products, 
including oils, concentrates, edi-
bles and topicals.2 The Oklahoma 
Medical Marijuana Authority 
(OMMA) defines processing as the 
distillation, extraction, manufac-
turing, preparation or production 
of a medical marijuana product.3 
However, this definition lacks spec-
ificity regarding the different meth-
ods and risk factors associated with 
various processing techniques.

Under Oklahoma law, process-
ing is categorized as either hazard-
ous or nonhazardous, depending 

Statements or opinions expressed in the Oklahoma Bar Journal are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Oklahoma Bar Association, its officers, 
Board of Governors, Board of Editors or staff.
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on the extraction method used.4 
Hazardous processing uses volatile 
solvents, such as butane, propane, 
CO2 or ethanol.5 These chemicals 
require strict safety protocols and 
facility buildout requirements 
under the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration’s (OSHA) 
Hazard Communication Standard,6 
including Class 1, Division 1 
(C1D1) certification to prevent fire 
and explosion hazards pursuant 
to the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA).7 

Nonhazardous processing, by 
contrast, avoids volatile solvents 
and includes methods such as 
ice water hash8 production, rosin 
pressing9 and the manufacturing 
of edible products and uninfused 
prerolls.10 Additionally, proces-
sors operating under a distribu-
tion-only business model would 
fall under the nonhazardous cate-
gory. These techniques pose fewer 
safety risks and are subject to less 
stringent regulatory oversight. 

KEY PROCESSING TERMS 
THAT REMAIN UNDEFINED 

OMMA’s regulations fail to pro-
vide clear definitions for several 
essential terms, creating regula-
tory uncertainty and enforcement 
inconsistencies. The absence of 
standardized terminology leads 
to misclassification of products, 
inconsistent testing requirements 
and compliance difficulties for 
processors. Below are some of the 
most critical missing definitions 
and their potential impacts.

Cannabis Concentrate Variations
OMMA rules define “medical 

marijuana concentrate” or “con-
centrate” as: 

A substance obtained by sepa-
rating cannabinoids from any 
part of the marijuana plant by 
physical or chemical means, so as 
to deliver a product with a can-
nabinoid concentration greater 
than the raw plant material from 
which it is derived. Categories of 
concentrate include water-based 
medical marijuana concentrate, 
food-based medical marijuana 
concentrate, solvent-based con-
centrate, and heat- or pressure- 
based medical marijuana concen-
trate as those terms are defined  
in the Oklahoma Medical Marijuana 
and Patient Protection Act.11 

However, OMMA regulations do 
not distinguish between different 
classifications of concentrates, with 
examples such as rosin,12 resin,13 
distillate14 and hash.15 These vari-
ations involve distinct extraction 
and refinement techniques, yet 
they remain undefined, leading to 
compliance confusion, inconsistent 
production and discrepancies in 
regulatory and testing enforcement. 
Standardized definitions would 
clarify and ensure uniform applica-
tion of regulations. 

Concentrates should be spe-
cifically defined and classified 
based on their source material and 
processing methods. For example, 
cured resin is derived from dry-
cured cannabis,16 while live resin is 
extracted from fresh, frozen-cured 
cannabis.17 Rosin and hash should 
be classified separately, as hash 
serves as a precursor to rosin, rather 
than a final extract. Establishing 
classifications such as these would 
provide regulatory clarity, improve 
enforcement consistency and create 
a standardized framework for can-
nabis processing compliance.

Solvent-Based vs.  
Solventless Extraction

The current rules lack specificity 
on which solvents are approved, 
restricted or prohibited. There is 
also no regulatory framework out-
lining acceptable residual solvent 
limits in final products. Without 
clear solvent guidelines, processors 
risk noncompliance due to varying 
interpretations of what constitutes 
a hazardous or nonhazardous pro-
cess, potentially leading to public 
safety implications. 

For example, the use of hexane  
and heptane as solvents in cannabis  
extraction has raised significant 
health and safety concerns.18 
Hexane, a Class II solvent – per 
the International Council for 
Harmonisation of Technical 
Requirements for Pharmaceuticals 
for Human Use19 – has been linked 
to respiratory irritation, dermati-
tis, liver and kidney failure and 
neurological disorders, such as 
Parkinson’s disease.20 Heptane, 
while considered less toxic than 
hexane, is still associated with 
health hazards, including respira-
tory irritation and central nervous 
system effects.21 OSHA identified 
the handling and transfer of flam-
mable solvents like hexane and hep-
tane as potential health hazards in 
cannabis processing, emphasizing 
the need for proper safety protocols 
to prevent employee exposure.22 

Given these risks, many in the 
industry advocate for the use of 
safer alternatives, which offer 
effective extraction capabilities 
with a more favorable safety 
profile. A defined list of permitted 
solvents and standardized solvent 
residue thresholds would clarify 
compliance and enhance safety 
and regulatory certainty.

Statements or opinions expressed in the Oklahoma Bar Journal are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Oklahoma Bar Association, its officers, 
Board of Governors, Board of Editors or staff.
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Terpene and Cannabinoid Profiling
Terpenes play a significant role 

in consumer choice and product 
differentiation, yet OMMA has not 
established a clear definition or 
any requirements for their report-
ing. Oklahoma mandates potency 
testing but does not require con-
sistent terpene labeling or profile 
classifications.

According to Oklahoma law, 
“terpenoids” are defined as 
isoprenes that are the aromatic 
compounds found in cannabis, 
including but not limited to 
limonene, myrcene, pinene, lin-
alool, eucalyptol, delta-terpinene, 
beta-caryophyllene, caryophyllene 
oxide, nerolidol and phytol.23 These 
naturally occurring hydrocarbons 
contribute not only to the sensory 
experience of cannabis but also to 
its therapeutic effects through a 
phenomenon known as the entou-
rage effect, where they interact with 
cannabinoids like THC24 and CBD25 
to enhance or modify their effects.26 
However, state regulations do not 
currently mandate terpene-specific 
testing or labeling, leaving gaps 
in consumer transparency and 
standardization. As research into 
cannabis terpenes expands, their 
role in therapeutic applications, 
strain differentiation and prod-
uct formulation continues to gain 
industry attention.

Cannabinoid profiling refers to 
the analysis of a cannabis prod-
uct’s chemical composition, specif-
ically identifying and quantifying 
cannabinoids such as THC, CBD 
and CBG.27 28 This profiling helps 
differentiate between full-spectrum,  
broad-spectrum and isolate prod-
ucts. Full-spectrum extracts retain 
a wide range of cannabinoids and 
terpenes, including trace amounts 
of THC, promoting the entourage 
effect, where compounds work 

synergistically for enhanced ther-
apeutic benefits.29 Broad-spectrum 
extracts also contain multiple can-
nabinoids and terpenes but undergo 
further processing to remove THC, 
making them a preferred choice for 
consumers seeking cannabis bene-
fits without psychoactive effects.30 
Isolates, on the other hand, contain 
a single purified cannabinoid, such 
as CBD isolate, eliminating all other 
plant compounds.31 

Defining acceptable terpene 
profiles and cannabinoid classifi-
cation standards would improve 
transparency and regulatory 
enforcement. 

Isomerization
Isomerization is a chemical 

process that alters the molecu-
lar structure of cannabinoids, 
often converting CBD into delta-8 
THC32 or other minor cannabi-
noids. No clear standards exist 
for cannabinoids derived through 
isomerization, creating significant 
compliance challenges and uncer-
tainty in product classification, 
labeling and marketing. Due to the 
lack of explicit regulatory guidance, 
processors face uncertainty regard-
ing legality, testing requirements 
and permissible concentration 
limits, leading to inconsistencies in 
enforcement. This regulatory gap 

also complicates marketing claims 
as businesses struggle to determine 
how these cannabinoids should 
be labeled and whether they fall 
under the same compliance stan-
dards as naturally occurring THC 
variants. Without clear legal defi-
nitions and standardized testing 
protocols, the industry remains 
vulnerable to shifting interpreta-
tions, inconsistent enforcement and 
potential legal risks for processors 
and retailers.

Postprocessing Techniques
Techniques such as winteriza-

tion (removing fats/lipids), decar-
boxylation (activating THC/CBD 
through heat) and nanoemulsifica-
tion (creating water-soluble THC 
for edibles) are common industry 
practices but are not addressed in 
OMMA’s guidelines. The absence 
of regulatory oversight for these 
processes leaves a gap in compli-
ance standards, potentially result-
ing in inconsistent product quality 
and safety concerns. A regulatory 
framework outlining acceptable 
postprocessing methods and safety 
protocols is necessary to ensure 
consumer and business protection. 

Defining acceptable terpene profiles and 
cannabinoid classification standards would 
improve transparency and regulatory enforcement. 
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CONVOLUTED LICENSING 
AND COMPLIANCE 
REQUIREMENTS

While licensing requirements 
differentiate between hazardous and 
nonhazardous processing, Oklahoma 
medical marijuana laws fail to define 
key aspects, such as solvent concen-
tration limits, facility safety require-
ments and compliance obligations for 
emerging technologies. Processors 
must also secure permits beyond 
standard OMMA licensing, includ-
ing Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics 
and Dangerous Drugs (OBNDD) 
registration,33 Class VIII un-odor-
ized LP Gas Administration (LPG) 
permit(s) for the use of propane or 
butane,34 Oklahoma Department 
of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 
(ODAFF) permits for the purchase 
and resale of live plants35 and can-
nabis seeds36 and Oklahoma State 
Department of Health (OSDH) food 
permit for edible cannabis products.37 

Cannabis processing facili-
ties must comply with fire safety 
regulations set by the Oklahoma 
State Fire Marshal (OSFM),38 
which has emphasized the need 
for processors to engage with local 
government agencies during their 
facility-planning phase. The fire 
marshal’s oversight is particularly 
relevant in unincorporated areas 
where local jurisdiction agreements 
may not exist, adding another 
layer of complexity to compliance 
obligations. Obtaining a business 
license and building permit may 
not suffice; additional permits and 
adherence to specific safety proto-
cols are often required.39 Processors 
should be strongly encouraged to 
consult licensed Oklahoma design 
professionals for facility planning 
to ensure compliance with the 
latest state-adopted building and 
fire codes. 

Environmental compliance also 
plays a critical role in cannabis pro-
cessing regulations. The Oklahoma 
Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) oversees key 
environmental permits affecting 
cannabis processors, including air 
quality, water quality and waste 
management.40 Their regulatory 
authority includes environmental 
permitting, compliance monitoring 
and enforcing state and federal 
environmental laws.41

Firstly, the DEQ regulates air 
quality through a dual permitting 
system comprising construction 
permits and operating permits.42 
This system applies to both major 
and minor sources of air pollu-
tion. Cannabis processing facilities 
may fall under these regulations, 
depending on their specific opera-
tions and emission levels. Secondly, 
the DEQ oversees water quality 
and waste management through its 
Water Quality and Land Protection 
divisions.43 While the general waste-
water disposal permit (OKG42T) 
primarily addresses wastewater 
from medical marijuana cultiva-
tion facilities, it explicitly excludes 

wastewater from processing facil-
ities.44 Therefore, cannabis proces-
sors are not authorized to dispose of 
their wastewater under this general 
permit. As a result, cannabis proces-
sors must seek alternative permits 
for wastewater disposal (if appli-
cable to their operations) to comply 
with state and federal environ-
mental regulations.45 For instance, 
discharges to waters of the state or 
potentially contaminated storm-
water generated at processing sites 
require coverage under a different 
Oklahoma Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (OPDES) 
permit. Additionally, discharges to 
Publicly Owned Treatment Works 
(POTW) are not covered under this 
permit and may necessitate apply-
ing for coverage under a different 
permit. 

When it comes to the disposal of 
solid medical marijuana waste, pro-
cessors are not permitted to obtain 
their own DEQ-issued solid waste 
disposal license; instead, they must 
use OMMA-licensed waste disposal 
companies to ensure proper canna-
bis waste management in compli-
ance with state regulations.46 
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By reforming and establishing 
a uniform regulatory framework 
for cannabis processing terms, 
Oklahoma can create a more 
consistent and predictable compli-
ance environment. This will not 
only protect consumer safety but 
also promote industry growth and 
regulatory adherence.

REGULATORY GAPS AND 
COMPLIANCE CHALLENGES

Oklahoma’s cannabis proces-
sors face numerous regulatory 
challenges stemming from leg-
islative gaps, overlapping juris-
dictions and financial burdens. 
Navigating state, federal and 
municipal requirements presents 
significant barriers to operational 
stability and long-term success. 

While Oklahoma state law 
primarily regulates the distance 
between dispensaries and sensitive 
locations, municipal regulations 
further complicate processing 
compliance, as local governments 
impose zoning restrictions, addi-
tional permitting requirements and 
operational limitations. Certain 
municipalities have enacted local 
buffer zone restrictions specifically 
for cannabis processing facilities –  
for example, the city of Purcell 
requires a 1,000-foot buffer between 
processing facilities and schools; 
a 750-foot buffer from places of 
worship, libraries, museums and 
childcare centers; and a 200-foot dis-
tance from residential zones.47 Other 
cities may have similar restrictions, 
requiring processors to carefully 
review local zoning laws before 
establishing operations.

Financial constraints further 
hinder processors’ ability to oper-
ate properly. Due to federal prohi-
bition, cannabis businesses have 
limited access to banking services, 
often requiring them to operate as 

cash-only entities.48 This increases 
security risks and complicates 
payroll, tax compliance and vendor 
payments.49 Additionally, IRS Code 
280E prohibits cannabis businesses 
from deducting standard operating 
expenses, resulting in dispropor-
tionately high tax liabilities.50 Many 
processors face effective tax rates of 
up to 70%, making profitability an 
ongoing challenge.51 Without fed-
eral legalization or reclassification, 
businesses remain restricted from 
traditional financing and inter-
state commerce, limiting growth 
opportunities.

Regulatory inconsistencies 
exacerbate compliance difficulties. 
Oklahoma law does not clearly 
define distinctions between 
cannabis products and extraction 
methods, as noted previously, 
leading to discrepancies in prod-
uct classification and labeling 
requirements. This lack of stan-
dardization results in enforcement 
inconsistencies, creating legal 
uncertainty for businesses (and 
attorneys) attempting to comply 
with shifting regulations. Further, 
laboratory testing inconsistencies 
pose a serious problem, as proces-
sors receive conflicting potency 
and contaminant test results from 
different labs, increasing the risk 
of mislabeling. These major dis-
crepancies undermine regulatory 
enforcement and heighten the risk 
of unintentional noncompliance 
and the risk of product recall.

LEGISLATIVE SOLUTIONS 
AND THE PATH FORWARD

Bridging Regulatory Gaps With 
Targeted Reforms and Unified 

Regulatory Framework
While defining key industry 

terms is a crucial first step in 
resolving regulatory ambiguities, 
broader reforms are necessary to 

create a functional and sustain-
able cannabis processing frame-
work in Oklahoma. The current 
fragmented regulatory struc-
ture, in which multiple agencies 
impose overlapping and some-
times conflicting requirements  
on processors, presents one of  
the most significant challenges  
to industry stability.

Presently, cannabis processors 
are subject to regulations from 
multiple state and municipal 
agencies, each overseeing different 
facets of compliance, from prod-
uct testing and safety standards 
to environmental and fire safety 
regulations. However, there is no 
centralized system ensuring uni-
formity in enforcement, leading to 
regulatory inefficiencies, delayed 
approvals and unnecessary 
financial strain on businesses. The 
absence of a coordinated compli-
ance structure not only compli-
cates regulatory adherence but 
also deters investment and inno-
vation within the industry.

To address these challenges, 
Oklahoma lawmakers should 
consider the establishment of an 
interagency task force – a coordi-
nated body composed of represen-
tatives from OMMA, the OBNDD, 
OSHA, the OSDH, the ODAFF, the 
OSFM, the DEQ and the LPG (and 
the Oklahoma Tax Commission 
and more), as well as industry 
stakeholders and legal profes-
sionals. This task force would be 
responsible for:

 � Standardizing enforcement 
policies across agencies

 � Clarifying jurisdictional 
authority to eliminate 
redundant or conflicting 
regulations

 � Creating a unified com-
pliance framework that 
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streamlines licensing, 
safety and reporting 
requirements

 � Identifying necessary 
updates to existing laws to 
reflect evolving industry 
practices and technology

Oklahoma must establish a 
single regulatory framework that 
aligns regulations into a stream-
lined and enforceable structure, 
reducing burdens on businesses 
while ensuring compliance. A 
unified system would eliminate 
contradictory regulatory interpre-
tations and create a more predict-
able compliance environment. A 
dedicated task force would ensure 
that Oklahoma’s cannabis regu-
lations evolve proactively rather 
than reactively, providing greater 
regulatory stability for businesses 
and consumers alike.

Defining Key Industry Terms  
That Remain Undefined

To create a more predictable and 
enforceable regulatory framework, 
Oklahoma must define key terms 
in cannabis processing to eliminate 
compliance ambiguity and incon-
sistencies. The lack of clear classi-
fications for concentrates, solvent 

use and postprocessing techniques 
leaves processors vulnerable to 
regulatory uncertainty and incon-
sistent enforcement. Without 
standardized terpene labeling, 
solvent residue limits and canna-
binoid classifications, businesses 
struggle to comply with shifting 
interpretations of the law, while 
consumers are left without trans-
parency or enforcement in product 
labeling. Legislators and regulators 
must act now to establish precise 
definitions and uniform standards 
that provide clarity, promote 
compliance and foster a stable 
and sustainable cannabis industry 
in Oklahoma.

Financial Relief and Incentives
Beyond compliance standard-

ization, Oklahoma lawmakers 
must address the financial barriers 
that hinder the growth and sus-
tainability of cannabis processing 
businesses. The burdens of high 
tax rates, limited access to banking 
and significant compliance costs 
place an undue strain on proces-
sors, particularly small and mid-
sized operators. To foster industry 
stability, policymakers should 
consider a range of economic 
incentives that ease financial 

pressure while encouraging regu-
latory adherence. 

One approach is the introduction 
of tax incentives for compliance 
upgrades, allowing processors to 
offset the costs of facility modifica-
tions, safety improvements and new 
equipment necessary to meet evolv-
ing regulatory standards. Providing 
grants for facility enhancements –  
particularly for small businesses 
investing in energy efficiency, 
security measures or quality control 
infrastructure – would further 
encourage long-term compliance. 
Additionally, state-backed loan 
programs could provide processors 
with much-needed access to capital, 
helping businesses finance opera-
tional expansion, safety upgrades 
or technology investments that 
improve efficiency and compliance. 

To create a more equitable 
tax structure, lawmakers should 
explore a tiered tax system that 
scales based on business size 
and revenue, ensuring that small 
and mid-sized processors are 
not disproportionately burdened 
compared to larger, more estab-
lished operators. This would help 
prevent excessive tax liabilities 
that stifle growth and innovation, 
allowing smaller businesses to 

Proactive engagement from the legal community 
is essential to establishing a fair and sustainable 
regulatory environment for the cannabis industry 
in Oklahoma. 
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remain competitive in an increas-
ingly regulated market. By imple-
menting these financial relief 
measures, Oklahoma can create a 
cannabis processing industry that 
is not only compliant but also eco-
nomically sustainable, promoting 
and sustaining jobs, investments 
and long-term industry viability.

Industry Collaboration and 
Legislative Action

While legislative changes are 
essential, their success hinges on 
coordinated efforts between regu-
lators, industry stakeholders and 
legal professionals. Regulatory 
agencies must work closely with 
the industry to ensure compliance 
measures are both enforceable and 
practical. Ongoing engagement 
through public comment periods, 
industry forums and legal advi-
sory panels can help fine-tune reg-
ulations before implementation.

The financial burden of com-
pliance also necessitates a struc-
tured approach to enforcement. 
Overly aggressive penalties 
for minor infractions can dis-
courage investment and drive 
smaller operators out of business. 
Regulators should focus on pro-
viding clear guidance, offering 
compliance assistance and imple-
menting graduated penalty struc-
tures to ensure fair enforcement.

Additionally, attorneys and 
compliance specialists must stay 
ahead of evolving regulations to 
effectively advise clients. Legal 
professionals play a critical role in 
bridging the gap between busi-
ness operations and regulatory 
requirements by interpreting new 
laws, advocating for fair policies 
and helping businesses navigate 
compliance challenges. Even with 
state-level improvements, federal 
uncertainty remains a barrier to 

growth. Advocating for federal 
banking reform, such as the SAFE 
Banking Act, would help pro-
cessors access financial services, 
improving stability and compli-
ance. Additionally, policymak-
ers should push for clear recall 
procedures to protect processors 
from liability due to inconsistent 
testing standards.

CONCLUSION
By addressing these challenges, 

Oklahoma can create a regulatory 
framework that not only ensures 
compliance but also fosters busi-
ness growth and innovation. 
Policymakers and legal profes-
sionals have a crucial role to play 
in shaping the future of cannabis 
processing regulations. Attorneys 
can advocate for reform by partic-
ipating in legislative discussions, 
contributing to policy proposals 
and ensuring their clients remain 
informed of evolving compliance 
requirements. Proactive engage-
ment from the legal community is 
essential to establishing a fair and 
sustainable regulatory environ-
ment for the cannabis industry in 
Oklahoma. Policymakers, industry 
leaders and legal professionals 
must collaborate to push for mean-
ingful reforms that balance public 
safety, economic sustainability 
and regulatory clarity, ensuring 
Oklahoma remains a leader in the 
evolving cannabis industry.
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THE PASSAGE OF STATE QUESTION 788 IMPACTED EVERY OKLAHOMAN more 
than they may know. In June 2018, Oklahoma became the 30th state to allow for the 

sale of medicinal marijuana to state-registered patients.1 If someone does not have a med-
ical marijuana card themselves, they are guaranteed to know someone who does. There 
were over 350,000 medical marijuana-licensed patients in Oklahoma in 2023.2 Since the pas-
sage of State Question 788, the pertinent law surrounding the use, growth and consump-
tion of marijuana has become far more complex.

Oklahoma cannabis law is a 
quagmire, constantly changing 
and adapting to reflect the current 
morals and values of our state 
lawmakers. The laws can be very 
confusing and turn an innocent 
situation into a crime scene. There 
are numerous scenarios in which 
a person who lawfully possesses 
marijuana can make a choice that 
turns their legal weed into an ille-
gal substance. This article will out-
line some illustrative examples of 
legal, medicinal cannabis use that 
turned into a crime in Oklahoma.

THE FRIENDLY CONCERT GOER
Billy is at a Willie Nelson concert, 

probably at Cain’s Ballroom or the 
Oklahoma City Zoo Amphitheater, 
watching a great show. Billy has 
an Oklahoma Medical Marijuana 
Authority (OMMA) patient license; 
therefore, he can legally use can-
nabis for medicinal purposes. The 
crowd makes Billy a little anxious, 
so he grabs one of his prerolled can-
nabis joints and starts to smoke it. 
Billy’s buddy, Adam, who also has 
an OMMA card, sees Billy using the 
marijuana and asks him “for a hit.” 
Billy, without thinking twice, passes 

the joint to Adam. Under Oklahoma 
law, Billy could be charged with a 
felony.3 Billy has violated 63 O.S. 
§2-401(A)(1), which holds it is unlaw-
ful for a person to distribute a 
controlled dangerous substance.4

When we think about distrib-
uting drugs, we think of cartels, 
Breaking Bad or scenarios involving 
large amounts of an illegal sub-
stance for some type of financial 
gain. Billy was not a career drug 
dealer, nor did he intend to give 
the drugs to Adam in exchange 
for money. Furthermore, Billy was 
lawfully prescribed the marijuana. 

CANNABIS LAW

Up in Smoke: Seemingly 
Legal Situations With 
Unintended Criminal 
Consequences Surrounding 
Oklahoma’s Cannabis Laws
By Sabah Khalaf and Cade Russell
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Yet, the Oklahoma Court of 
Criminal Appeals has held that 
distribution is simply the delivery, 
whether actual or constructive, of a 
controlled dangerous substance to 
another.5 If Billy were convicted of 
this crime, he would face up to five 
years in the Oklahoma Department 
of Corrections and a $20,000 fine.6 
Billy’s seemingly harmless action 
could put him behind bars.

THE ALLEGEDLY  
IMPAIRED DRIVER

Maria has a medical condition 
that requires her to take a daily 
prescription of medical marijuana. 
Maria is prescribed medical mar-
ijuana and consumes it on Friday. 
She does not drive after consuming 

her prescribed cannabis. On 
Monday, while sitting at a stoplight, 
Maria was rear-ended by an inat-
tentive driver. When police officers 
arrived at the scene, they ques-
tioned both drivers. Because of the 
smell of marijuana in Maria’s car 
and her bloodshot eyes, the officer 
jumped into suspicion mode and 
made the unsupported conclusion 
that Maria was under the influ-
ence of marijuana. Maria had just 
worked an overnight shift, had bad 
allergies and was extremely tired. 
She was also legally transporting 
her prescribed medicine in the car. 
However, the officer arrested Maria 
and gave her the option to submit 
to a blood test. Maria lawfully 
possessed medical marijuana and 

knew she was not under the influ-
ence of anything, so she submitted 
to the blood draw after her arrest.

Oklahoma law is quite clear: 
Driving with any registrable 
amount of marijuana in your 
system is illegal.7 Whether it was 
legally prescribed or not has no 
bearing on an officer’s ability to 
find probable cause that a per-
son committed a DUI. While 
at first, this might seem like a 
common-sense policy to make our 
roads safer, it leaves no room for 
major differences in how marijuana 
affects the body and how impair-
ment is measured. Our no-tolerance  
per se DUI laws passed in 2013 
treat marijuana consumption 
by the federal standard. Since 
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marijuana is a Schedule I drug 
and illegal federally, any trace 
amount of marijuana or its metab-
olites in bodily fluid is enough to 
trigger a DUI arrest, regardless of 
intoxication or impairment.8

The main psychoactive ingre-
dient in marijuana is Delta-9-
tetrahydrocannabinol, commonly 
known as THC.9 Because THC is 
fat soluble, it remains in the body 
long after the psychoactive effects 
have worn off.10 In fact, THC can 
stay in the body for 30 days after 
consumption, long after impair-
ment.11 A National Institute for 
Justice report conducted in April 
2021 found that marijuana’s cog-
nitive and psychomotor effects, 
those that indicate potential 
impairment, returned to baseline 
after four to eight hours.12 Another 
study suggests that common field 
sobriety tests administered by 
officers lack sensitivity to cannabis 
impairment.13 These field sobri-
ety tests were created to detect 
alcohol impairment, not cannabis 
impairment.14 This study provides 
further evidence that field sobriety 
tests and biological concentrations 
of THC (in the blood) may have 
limited capacity to identify indi-
viduals who are intoxicated from 
cannabis.15 But in Oklahoma, THC 
presence in the blood is often used 
to convict, regardless of a prescrip-
tion or actual intoxication. Smoking 
marijuana on Friday can lead to a 
DUI arrest on Monday – or the next 
Monday or longer – even when 
there is no impairment.

THE FIREARM OWNER
Fred is an average Oklahoman 

who enjoys outdoor activities, 
especially those involving firearms. 
He is an avid deer hunter, skeet 
shooter and connoisseur of collect-
ible guns. After a hunting accident, 

Fred’s physician prescribed him a 
medical marijuana card. He uses 
this prescription to combat the 
persistent chronic back pain he  
has endured since the accident.

Fred decided to buy himself a 
new Ruger rifle for the upcoming 
deer season. When Fred went to 
register his new gun, he filled out 
the form like he had numerous 
times in the past. However, this 
was the first time he had registered 
a firearm after being prescribed 
medical marijuana. When the form 
asked if Fred used any drugs or 
illegal substances, he instinctu-
ally marked “no.” Fred could be 
charged with a federal felony for 
his answer.

Under our federalist government 
system in the United States, there 
can be conflicts of law between a 
state statute and the federal code. 
The current federal government 
code classifies marijuana as a 
Schedule I drug.16 Even though 
Fred was issued a medical mar-
ijuana card in Oklahoma, where 
medical marijuana is legal, he has 
violated federal law by possessing a 
Schedule I drug, i.e., marijuana, and 

indicating he did not use drugs on 
his federal gun registration form.17 
Federal law preempts state law 
based on the federal Constitution’s 
supremacy clause.18 Fred’s igno-
rance of the conflicting federal and 
state laws could result in him being 
charged with a crime and facing up 
to 10 years in federal prison.19

THE CANNABIS FARMER
John owns 100 acres of land in 

rural Oklahoma. John applied for 
and was issued a license to grow 
medicinal marijuana on a small 
portion of his land by OMMA and 
the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics 
and Dangerous Drugs Control 
(OBNDD). As John’s license’s 
expiration grew closer, he began 
the renewal process with OBNDD. 
John made numerous attempts 
to contact the agency to see what 
he needed to do to comply with 
the renewal process but never 
received a response. His license 
ultimately expired.

OBNDD requires an inspec-
tion of the land used to grow 
in the renewal process. As the 
license renewal process slowly 
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continued, an OBNDD officer 
came to inspect John’s land. 
John informed the officer he 
had applied for a renewal of his 
license, but no one from OBNDD 
had replied. The officer reported 
John as an “unlicensed grower,” 
and a subsequent search warrant 
was issued for John’s property. 
John could face felony charges for 
trafficking controlled dangerous 
substances.20 Even though John 
was in the process of renewing 
his license, when the officer saw 
the hundreds of marijuana plants 
John was growing while trying to 
renew his license, the officer had 
probable cause to arrest John. The 
statute only requires the officer to 
identify 25 pounds or more of a 
“detectable amount” of marijuana 
for trafficking.21 John would be 
facing a fine ranging from $25,000 
to $100,000 and up to 20 years in 
the Department of Corrections.22

IT’S TIME TO CLEAR  
THE CONFUSION

The current statutory scheme 
is not set up for everyday life. The 
strict per se drug laws are not read-
ily and easily understandable for the 
ordinary person.23 How can using a 
legally prescribed drug be okay in 
some cases and a crime in others? 
The current marijuana laws were 
not written to consider different 
scenarios, like the ones described, 
where innocent people believe they 
are doing the right thing, yet they 
are committing crimes. Oklahoma 
marijuana laws do not reflect the 
intention of State Question 788 
voters, nor are they fair to the 
hundreds of thousands of medical 
marijuana-licensed Oklahomans.
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CANNABIS LAW

How To Buy and Sell a 
Medical Marijuana Business 
in Oklahoma: Background and 
Analysis on 63 O.S. §427.14c
By Brian Ted Jones and Max Federman

This prohibition quickly struck 
against the reality of free-market 
economics, and medical marijuana 
businesspeople began asking 
Oklahoma cannabis attorneys 
almost immediately for ways 
around this rather expansive rule 
(which, near as could be seen, did 
not originate from a clear legisla-
tive mandate). One workaround 
received tacit approval by OMMA, 
whereby the seller would retain 
a minimum of 1% interest in the 
company and transfer the remain-
ing 99% interest to the buyer.

Before this practice even got a 
chance to run into the inevitable 

compliance problems it would have 
faced with the Oklahoma Bureau 
of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs 
Control (OBN), the Legislature 
enacted SB 1033 in 2021, establish-
ing detailed procedures for both 
intra-entity ownership changes 
and inter-entity transfers of medi-
cal marijuana business licenses. In 
response, OMMA removed 310:681-
5-1-2(g)(f)(1) from its governing 
regulations. As a result, medical 
marijuana businesses could now 
be bought and sold like any other 
commercial enterprise, except this 
exact kind of transaction, specifi-
cally legalized by the Legislature 

and approved by OMMA itself, 
was only narrowly legal under 
a specific exception to the OBN 
statutes and was aggravated traf-
ficking of a controlled dangerous 
substance (technically) in every 
other nonexempt circumstance.

This was the problem faced 
by OMMA, the OBN, medical 
marijuana businesspeople and 
Oklahoma cannabis attorneys in the 
years between SB 1033’s enactment 
in 2021 and the passage of SB 1939 
in 2024. SB 1939 provided a new pro-
cedure, enacted at 63 O.S. §427.14(c) 
(the transfer statute), for changing 
ownership of a medical marijuana 

THE TEXT OF STATE QUESTION 788 (788) said nothing about the legality of transfer-
ring a medical marijuana business license. Likewise, the Oklahoma Medical Marijuana 

and Patient Protection Act (OMMPPA), enacted in 2019 after 788’s passage the year before, 
neither authorized nor prohibited the transfer of a business license issued by the Oklahoma 
Medical Marijuana Authority (OMMA). Nevertheless, beginning in 2018, OMMA regu-
lations contained a provision, 310:681-5-1-2(g)(f)(1), that said, “Business licenses may not 
be assigned or otherwise transferred from one person to another person, from one medical 
marijuana business to another, or from one legal entity to another.”
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business license or transferring 
the license from one company to 
another. Critically, the transfer stat-
ute allows the business to remain 
operational during the transfer.

This transfer statute1 represents 
a significant improvement in our 
state’s medical marijuana regulatory 
framework. This article will provide 
a detailed breakdown of the trans-
fer statute to assist practitioners in 
guiding their clients through what 
would otherwise be a murky and 
perilous gray area in the law.

THE TRANSFER STATUTE
The Transfer Procedure: Basics
The transfer statute outlines a 

straightforward procedure for trans-
ferring ownership of a medical mar-
ijuana business, and the bulk of this 
procedure is outlined in Subsection B  
of the transfer statute.

First, the licensee “intending to 
transfer ownership of a medical 
marijuana business shall submit [a 
transfer application] to [OMMA].”2 
Upon OMMA approval of the 
transfer application, the new 
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ownership must then submit an 
application for registration with 
the OBN.3 Once the OBN approves 
the new application and issues 
registration to the new ownership, 
three things then happen in the 
next 15 days: the original OMMA 
license of the seller will terminate, 
the original OBN registration of 
the seller will terminate, and the 
seller’s inventory of medical mar-
ijuana materials must be trans-
ferred from the prior ownership 
to the new ownership within the 
OMMA seed-to-sale inventory 
tracking system (Metrc).

The Transfer Agreement:  
A Seller’s Perspective

A client walks into your office 
tomorrow and tells you: “I’ve had 
a grow since 2019, and I’ve got a 
guy who wants to buy it. I’ve never 
made any money doing this, and 
I’m sick of the whole business. I 
simply want to walk away and be 
done with it. He says he’ll pay me 

$50,000 for the whole thing, but he 
wants to get into the grow and take 
it over tomorrow. He’ll take care 
of the renewals and licensing and 
everything. Can you put together 
a contract that says all that?”

You have just been asked to 
put together what OMMA calls 
a “transfer agreement.” While 
transfer agreements can say any 
number of things – and there are as 
many different possible iterations 
of a transfer agreement as with any 
kind of commercial contract – every 
transfer agreement must comply 
with the transfer statute,4 and 
therefore, every transfer agreement 
must contain certain provisions. 
So while you can tell your client 
who wants to sell his grow, “This is 
possible,” you will also have to tell 
him that certain things he wants in 
the transfer agreement are not.

First, the seller cannot simply 
“walk away and be done with it.” 
The transfer statute says, “Nothing 
[in the transfer statute] shall authorize 

any new owner to take possession 
of medical marijuana, medical 
marijuana concentrate, or medical 
marijuana product or exercise 
control over any activities involv-
ing the medical marijuana business 
unless and until the application has 
been approved by the Authority 
and the new ownership is regis-
tered with [the OBN].”5

Moreover, while the transfer 
statute specifically authorizes the 
buyer to “get into the grow,” they 
may only do so as an employee of 
the current owner (and an employee 
credentialed by OMMA, as all 
agents or employees of a medical 
marijuana business must be, under 
63 O.S. §427.14b).6 In other words, 
while the buyer can “get into the 
grow,” the buyer cannot “take it 
over” yet. The current owner must 
remain in charge until the transfer 
is complete. This approach aligns 
with the governing OBN statutes, 
which normally only authorize 
registrants themselves to possess 
controlled dangerous substances 
(CDS) of any kind (including 
medical marijuana) but provide 
that agents or employees of an OBN 
registrant do not, themselves, have 
to be registered to possess CDS.7

Along the same lines, while 
the buyer and seller may include 
a provision in the transfer agree-
ment for the seller to “take care of 
the renewals and licensing,” your 
marijuana business seller should 
be very careful here. The transfer 
statute provides that the “existing 
licensee and registrant shall be 
required to submit timely and 
sufficient renewal applications 
for the business to continue to 
operate during the pendency of 
any business transfer.”8

This is no minor obligation. 
To grow, process, transport, dis-
pense or even possess medical 

While transfer agreements can say any number 
of things – and there are as many different 
possible iterations of a transfer agreement as 
with any kind of commercial contract – every 
transfer agreement must comply with the 
transfer statute,4 and therefore, every transfer 
agreement must contain certain provisions.
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marijuana legally, the company 
must have both an active OMMA 
license and an active OBN registra-
tion. These licenses have one-year 
terms, and under the Oklahoma 
Administrative Procedures Act, the 
businesses may only continue to 
operate past their one-year expi-
ration if they have “made timely 
and sufficient application for 
renewal of a license.”9 Changes in 
the law taking effect in 2025 make 
this burden even heavier, since 63 
O.S. §427.14 (N) now classifies a 
“timely” renewal submission for 
an OMMA business license as one 
submitted at least 60 days prior to 
its expiration. Likewise, under 63 
O.S. §2-303 (F), OBN renewals must 
now be filed by Sept. 1, a change 
from the previous Oct. 31 deadline. 
In other words, while your hypo-
thetical seller’s hypothetical buyer 
might be willing to undertake all 
these obligations, the transfer stat-
ute leaves those burdens with the 
existing licensee, and any attempt 
to have the buyer take over these 
responsibilities completely leaves 
both sides in a risky position.

In short, what may seem to 
your client like a simple transac-
tion is anything but, and both of 
you will need to carefully consult 
the medical marijuana statutes,10 
the OBN registration statutes11 and 
both the OMMA12 and OBN13 reg-
ulations before moving forward.

The Transfer Agreement:  
A Buyer’s Perspective

A client walks into your office 
tomorrow and says: “I’ve met a guy 
who’s been running a dispensary 
since 2020. It’s a headache, but he 
says he’s made good money doing 
it. He’s ready to sell out, though, 
and says I can take it over right 
away for $50,000. I’ve just got to take 
care of the renewals and licensing 

and the transfer. Can you help me 
do this?”

Even though we are now talking 
about a dispensary and not a grow, 
the same principles apply: Your 
prospective client can begin work-
ing in the dispensary (if creden-
tialed), but they cannot take it over 
right away. While the buyer and 
seller may work out an arrange-
ment regarding responsibility for 
licensing and registration, it must 
be carefully managed and compli-
ant with the law. In addition, your 
client, as the buyer, will face special 
considerations the seller will not.

First, and most importantly, 
your client needs to conduct due 
diligence to determine whether 
they should buy this business in 
the first place. Beyond traditional 
due diligence inquiries into the 
company’s financials and liabil-
ities, the unique legal status of 
medical marijuana raises a host  
of additional concerns.

One step your client can take is 
to search the OBN’s public regis-
trant database14 for both the name 
of the company that holds the 
dispensary license and the name 
of the owner. When the dispensa-
ry’s corporate name is searched, 
an active OBN registration should 
appear. The database also shows 
whether the OBN has filed any 
disciplinary actions against the 
company, and if the agency has, 
the administrative filings will also 
be available. This is an invaluable 
resource and by far the best public 
database of administrative actions 
involving medical marijuana busi-
nesses in the state.

The database also allows 
users to download a CSV file 
for any OBN registrant (look for 
the “Download (.csv)” tab on the 
search results page). This CSV file 
will show the owners currently 

listed on the OBN’s records for 
that registration. Your client must 
ensure the person attempting to 
sell the business is, in fact, the 
person listed as the owner. If not, 
they definitely need to inquire fur-
ther before proceeding. There may 
have been a prior attempted trans-
fer the regulatory agencies were 
unable to process, but regardless, 
this problem must be addressed 
before your client moves forward.

In addition, you may consider 
filing a request under the Open 
Records Act with OMMA for any 
disciplinary actions taken against 
the dispensary or any medical 
marijuana business owned by the 
dispensary’s owner. Title 63 O.S. 
§427.14 (H)(8) says that a medical 
marijuana business license “shall 
not be issued to or held by ... [a] 
person who was involved in the 
management or operations of any 
medical marijuana business ... 
that, after the initiation of a disci-
plinary action, has had a medical 
marijuana license revoked, not 
renewed, or surrendered” for a 
period of five years if the viola-
tions involved certain “bad acts,” 
like unlawful sales or purchases, 
making false statements to 
OMMA, harming or threaten-
ing to harm OMMA employees, 
refusing to permit OMMA access 
to licensed premises, using pro-
hibited, hazardous substances  
for processing in a residential 
area or criminal acts relating  
to the operation of a medical 
marijuana business.

In other words, OMMA could 
already be taking enforcement 
action against the dispensary 
license your client hopes to buy, 
and not even because of any viola-
tion involving the dispensary itself 
but because of entirely separate 
violations at a separate business 



THE OKLAHOMA BAR JOURNAL24  | MAY 2025 

Statements or opinions expressed in the Oklahoma Bar Journal are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Oklahoma Bar Association, its officers, 
Board of Governors, Board of Editors or staff.

owned or simply just managed by 
the seller.

Beyond these due diligence 
concerns, your client will also be 
responsible for ensuring that two 
applications are filed: the transfer 
application with OMMA and the 
new medical marijuana registra-
tion application with the OBN.

To file a transfer application, 
your client must first obtain a 
“transfer code” from the seller, 
and the OMMA system will not 
provide this transfer code until 
the transfer agreement has been 
submitted. Once issued, the code 
is only valid for a 47-hour period. 
This means the terms of the 
transaction between the buyer 
and seller must be finalized and 
memorialized in a transfer agree-
ment before the transfer process 
begins, and once this process 
is started, your client must be 
ready to submit all the materials 
needed for the transfer application 
immediately. These materials are 
numerous and not simple to put 
together. Again, carefully consult 
OMMA regulations.

Only after OMMA approves 
the transfer and places the license 
in the buyer’s name can your 
client file an application for a new 
registration with the OBN. OMMA 
growers and processors must reg-
ister as “medical marijuana manu-
facturers,” while dispensaries must 
register as “medical marijuana 
distributors.” The OBN registra-
tion application requirements are 
entirely separate from OMMA’s, 
and the OBN is particularly con-
cerned with security requirements 
due to the agency’s core mission 
to prevent the illegal diversion of 
CDS into the black market. Your 
client should thoroughly review 
OBN regulations, especially the 
security requirements for both 

manufacturers15 and distributors,16 
and ensure the facility meets those 
requirements prior to filing their 
registration application. 

Upon approval of your client’s 
OBN registration, three obligations 
will arise. First, your client will 
have to provide OMMA with a 
detailed inventory of all medical 
marijuana materials in the facility.17 
Second, the entire inventory in the 
seller’s Metrc account will have to 
be transferred to the buyer’s Metrc 
account, and this must be done 
within 15 days of the new OBN 
registration’s approval.18 Finally, 
the OBN’s rules provide a special 
notice procedure when one OBN 
registrant (here, the seller) desires 
to discontinue its business activi-
ties “by transferring such business 
activities to another person.”19

The OBN notice procedure 
requires the seller-transferor to 
provide the OBN with the follow-
ing information at least 14 days  
before custody of the medical 
marijuana inventory goes to 
the buyer-transferee: the name, 
address, registration number and 
business activity of the seller- 

transferor20 and the same for the 
buyer-transferee.21 Other required 
information includes whether the 
location is moving and, if so, the 
new address,22 whether a quota 
requirement (which would never 
apply to a medical marijuana 
business) applies23 and the date 
of the proposed transfer.24 Even 
though this is an obligation on the 
seller, your buyer-client will need 
to make sure this takes place.

Unless the registrant-trans-
feror learns from the OBN prior 
to the proposed transfer date that 
the transfer may not occur, the 
seller can distribute the medical 
marijuana inventory to the buyer, 
with two additional recordkeep-
ing requirements imposed on the 
seller. First, the seller must gener-
ate a final pretransfer inventory 
pursuant to both OMMA and OBN 
regulations and file a copy with 
the OBN.25 Second, the seller must 
provide the buyer with all records 
the seller was required to maintain 
for the transferred inventory.26

Note there may be two ways 
to read this second requirement: 
one broad (i.e., the seller must 
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provide the buyer with all required 
records going back to the start of 
the business) and one narrow (i.e., 
the seller only needs to provide the 
records related to the inventory 
itself). For example, if no item in a 
dispensary’s inventory came into 
its possession earlier than June 1, 
2024, does the dispensary’s buyer 
need records earlier than that date? 
As a buyer’s attorney, I would 
always urge the broader reading 
to ensure my client is not at risk of 
failing to possess records it should 
arguably possess, especially since 
the regulation says, “Responsibility 
for the accuracy of records prior to 
the date of transfer remains with 
the transferor, but responsibility for 
custody and maintenance shall be 
upon the transferee.”27

As a seller’s attorney, however, 
I would ask why my client would 
not simply want to provide the 
entire set of records. Perhaps there 
are proprietary business reasons, 
or perhaps there are concerns 
about potential undiscovered 
violations. Regardless, these are 
the kinds of conversations any 
lawyer representing a cannabis 
business must be prepared to ask. 
And when the buyer receives the 
inventory and records, all future 
recordkeeping obligations (both 
for pre and post-transfer activity) 
lie with the new business.

CONCLUSION
In a memorandum issued to 

OBN Director Donnie Anderson 
on Oct. 16, 2023, OBN Assistant 
General Counsel James Hutchison 
provided a clear and comprehen-
sive answer to the question, “Is 
a medical marijuana business 
license and/or registration trans-
fer authorized by the Uniform 
Controlled Dangerous Substances 
Act and what impact does this 

have on controlled dangerous 
substances?”28

Mr. Hutchison’s short answer 
was “No,” and toward the end 
of his memorandum, he noted, 
“This is an issue that should be 
addressed at the next legislative 
session.”29 In that next legisla-
tive session, OMMA, the OBN 
and Attorney General Gentner 
Drummond worked together with 
representatives of the cannabis 
industry, led by Ryan Kiesel, to 
enact the transfer statute. This kind 
of interagency collaboration with 
both the Legislature and the regu-
lated community is a simple story 
of good governance in action. We 
hope it is also remembered as one 
small piece of the extraordinary 
legacy Mr. Kiesel left behind.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Brian Ted Jones is 
president of Brian Ted 
Jones PC, a cannabis 
law firm based in midtown 
Oklahoma City. He is a 

Choctaw citizen and a graduate of 
both St. John’s College and the OU 
College of Law.

Max Federman is an 
associate attorney at 
Brian Ted Jones PC. He 
is a graduate of Heritage 
Hall in Oklahoma City, the 

Wharton School at the University  
of Pennsylvania and the OU College 
of Law. 

ENDNOTES
1. This reform would not have happened 

without the efforts of the late Ryan Kiesel, 
and nobody worked harder than he did to see 
this common-sense policy enacted into the 
Oklahoma Statutes. Mr. Kiesel was a proud 
member of the OBA who left us this year at  
much too young an age. We would like to 
dedicate this article to him.

2. 63 O.S. §427.14c (B).

3. Id.
4. See 63 O.S. §427.14c (A): “After the effective 

date of this act, no medical marijuana business 
shall be transferred without written approval of an 
application by [OMMA.]” See also 63 O.S. §427.14c 
(G): “Any attempt to transfer a medical marijuana 
business, medical marijuana, medical marijuana 
concentrate, or medical marijuana products of a 
medical marijuana business without approval from 
the Authority shall be grounds for revocation or 
nonrenewal of the license and denial, revocation, or 
nonrenewal of current or future licenses or license 
applications with ownership held by any such 
person involved in the unlawful transfer.”

5. 63 O.S. §427.14c (D).
6. 63 O.S. §427.14c (E).
7. 63 O.S. §2-302 (H)(1).
8. 63 O.S. §427.14c (C).
9. 75 O.S. §314 (B).
10. 788 (at 63 O.S. §420 et seq) and the 

Oklahoma Medical Marijuana and Patient 
Protection Act (at 63 O.S. §427.1 et seq.).

11. 63 O.S. §§2-301-2-309.
12. OAC Title 442.
13. OAC Title 475.
14. Available at https://bit.ly/4jy7B56.
15. OAC 475:20-1-4(b).
16. OAC 475:20-1-3(b).
17. 63 O.S. §427.14c (F).
18. 63 O.S. §427.14c (B).
19. OAC 475:35-1-3(b).
20. OAC 475:35-1-3(b)(1).
21. OAC 475:35-1-3(b)(2).
22. OAC 475:35-1-3(b)(3).
23. OAC 475:35-1-3(b)(4).
24. OAC 475:35-1-3(b)(5).
25. OAC 475:35-1-3(c)(1).
26. OAC 475:35-1-3(c)(2).
27. Id.
28. This memorandum is available online at 

https://bit.ly/43TGRaK.
29. Id. at p. 10.



THE OKLAHOMA BAR JOURNAL26  | MAY 2025 

Statements or opinions expressed in the Oklahoma Bar Journal are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Oklahoma Bar Association, its officers, 
Board of Governors, Board of Editors or staff.

CANNABIS LAW

Guilty Until Proven Innocent: 
Federal Civil Asset Forfeiture 
and Medical Marijuana
By Orion A. Strand
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THE LANDSCAPE OF FEDERAL MARIJUANA PROSECUTION
Among the many risks associated with business operations in the medical marijuana 

industry is the threat of federal civil asset forfeiture and the possibility of seizure by the  
U.S. Department of Justice for violation of the Controlled Substances Act (CSA).1

In each fiscal year since 2015, 
Congress has included provi-
sions in its appropriations acts 
that prohibit the Department of 
Justice and the Drug Enforcement 
Administration from using federal 
funds with respect to states that 
have legalized medical marijuana, 
including Oklahoma, “to prevent 
any of them from implementing 
their own laws that authorize the 
use, distribution, possession, or 
cultivation of medical marijuana.”2 
While such activity remains crimi-
nal under federal law, many federal 
courts have interpreted the appro-
priations rider, often referred to 
as the “Rohrabacher-Farr amend-
ment,” to prohibit investigation and 
prosecution of the CSA in relation 
to the use, possession and distri-
bution of medicinal cannabis that 
is in compliance with state law. 
Alternatively, where the activity is 
not authorized under state medical 

marijuana law, there are no barriers 
to the expenditure of federal funds 
in the investigation and prosecu-
tion of CSA violations or in bring-
ing civil asset forfeiture actions. 
Nothing prohibits the DOJ and the 
DEA from prosecuting recreational 
marijuana activities, even in states 
where recreational marijuana is 
legal; however, there are political 
barriers to such prosecutions that 
the executive branch has presum-
ably been largely unwilling to cross. 

In 2013, U.S. Deputy Attorney 
General James M. Cole issued 
a memorandum directing the 
DOJ to limit its priorities to, inter 
alia, “[p]reventing the diversion of 
marijuana from states where it is 
legal under state law in some form 
to other states” and “[p]reventing 
state-authorized marijuana activity 
from being used as a cover or pre-
text for the trafficking of other ille-
gal drugs or other illegal activity.”3 

While the Cole Memorandum was 
rescinded in 2018 by U.S. Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions, political 
backlash to that move has largely 
resulted in a de facto policy of the 
DOJ to limit its prosecutorial discre-
tion to respect state marijuana laws, 
both medical and recreational.4 
Thus, the focus of federal enforce-
ment of the CSA is on activities 
that are not compliant with state 
marijuana laws. Where courts have 
diverged is the level of state compli-
ance that must be shown. 

In United States v. McIntosh, 
the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 
found that five co-defendants 
accused of CSA violations in its 
operations of four marijuana 
dispensaries in Los Angeles 
had standing to enjoin the DOJ 
from expending federal funds 
in their prosecution in violation 
of the medical marijuana appro-
priations rider. The defendants 
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were charged with conspiracy 
to manufacture, possession with 
intent to distribute and actually 
distribute more than a thousand 
marijuana plants in violation of 21 
U.S.C. §846, 841(a)(1) and 841(b)(1)
(A). The government also sought 
forfeiture of assets. The 9th Circuit 
held that the defendants had 
Article III standing to challenge the 
government’s authority to bring the 
charges because they could demon-
strate concrete, particularized harm 
from the exercise of federal author-
ity and because private parties are 
permitted to invoke federalism and 
separation-of-powers constraints, 
where “government acts in excess 
of its lawful powers.”5 Since the 
defendants contended that the DOJ 
lacked the authority to expend 
funds to prosecute violations of the 
CSA pursuant to the appropriations 
rider and that their actions were in 
compliance with the state medical 
marijuana laws, the 9th Circuit 
remanded the matter back to the 
district court with instructions to 
conduct an evidentiary hearing on 
the defendants’ compliance with 
state medical marijuana laws.6 In 
so doing, the 9th Circuit deter-
mined the defendants would need 
to demonstrate that they “strictly 
complied with all relevant condi-
tions imposed by state law on the 
use, distribution, possession, and 
cultivation of medical marijuana.”7 

The 1st Circuit is the only 
other federal appeals court to 
have considered the issue as of 
this publication. In United States v. 
Bilodeau, the court held that as long 
as the Rohrabacher-Farr amend-
ment extended through appro-
priations bills, “the DOJ may not 
spend funds to bring prosecutions 
if doing so prevents a state from 
giving practical effect to its medical 
marijuana laws.”8 Since the harm 

alleged by the DOJ’s prosecution 
was in the expenditure of federal 
funds in itself and was not limited 
to the harm of a potential guilty 
verdict, the appellate court found 
the matter was ripe for appeal.9 
The court declined to adopt the 
government’s argument for a “strict 
compliance” reading of the appro-
priations rider because while it 
would provide clarity for exactly 
when an ultra vires government 
expenditure would be said to have 
occurred, it would also have an 
untenable market-chilling effect. 
This would thwart the purpose of 
Maine’s medical marijuana laws, 
reasoning that “the potential for 
technical noncompliance is real 
enough that no person through 
any reasonable effort could always 
assure strict compliance.” The court 
gave the example of “a caregiver 
whose twelve nonflowering mar-
ijuana plants comported with the 
[act’s] limit immediately would 
have fallen out of compliance when 
just one of the caregiver’s unlim-
ited number of seedlings grew 
beyond twelve inches in height or 
diameter.”10 In other words, a strict 
compliance interpretation would 
render the Rohrbacher-Farr amend-
ment practically meaningless.

However, the Bilodeau court 
also declined to adopt the defen-
dant’s interpretation that would 
bar any federal prosecutions 
where the defendant simply pos-
sesses a state license to partake in 
medical marijuana activity, deter-
mining that “Congress surely did 
not intend for the rider to provide 
a safe harbor to all caregivers 
with facially valid documents 
without regard for blatantly ille-
gitimate activity in which those 
caregivers may be engaged and 
which the state has itself identi-
fied as falling outside its medical 

marijuana regime.”11 Instead, the 
court adopted an “in-between” 
approach and looked directly at 
the conduct at issue, finding that 
sufficient evidence was presented 
proving the defendants did, in 
fact, violate Maine medical mar-
ijuana law because, even though 
they were licensed, they sold mari-
juana to persons whom they knew 
were not qualifying patients.12 
Ultimately, it was clear the govern-
ment would need to show more 
than a mere technical violation 
of Maine medical marijuana law, 
but the exact parameters of the 
requirement remained to be deter-
mined on a case-by-case basis.

The 1st Circuit considered 
the issue again two years later in 
United States v. Sirois and applied a 
substantial compliance test to the 
conduct at issue. However, the 
application of this test was by 
agreement of the parties, as the 
government was confident that 
evidence would satisfy even that 
more forgiving standard. The 
defendants were licensed caregiv-
ers who were allegedly acting as a 
collective in violation of Maine law, 
22 M.R.S.A. §24300-D.13 The defen-
dants did not dispute the evidence 
supporting the charges that they 
physically assisted each other in 
the act of cultivation, distribution 
and possession of medical cannabis 
but argued that any violation of the 
Maine statutes was “technical.”14 
The court rejected that argument 
and found there was competent 
evidence that the cannabis prod-
ucts the defendants cultivated and 
sold ended up on the black market, 
as opposed to licensed patients. 
One of the defendants, Alisa Sirois, 
also did not dispute the evidence 
but argued that since she was a 
licensed caregiver and her license 
was reinstated after a temporary 
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suspension, she was in substantial 
compliance with the act.15 The court 
rejected that argument and denied 
her request for injunctive relief. 
A petition for certiorari was filed 
Feb. 14, but the U.S. Supreme Court 
declined to take up the question.

ASSET FORFEITURE AND THE 
INNOCENT OWNER DEFENSE

Against this backdrop, 
Oklahoma medical marijuana 
dispensaries, growers and even 
patients16 must determine how to 
best guard against federal criminal 
charges and property forfeitures. 
Obviously, the best way to avoid 
these risks is to conform one’s 
own conduct to the requirements 
of Oklahoma state law and the 
Oklahoma Medical Marijuana 
Authority (OMMA) regulatory 
code; however, even the best efforts 
at ensuring compliance cannot 
completely guarantee that no 
action will be brought – especially 
for third parties who do not have 
direct knowledge or control over 
the way the grower or dispensa-
ry’s business is conducted. The 
Civil Asset Forfeiture Reform Act17 

allows the government to proceed 
in rem against the property itself. 
While the government must prove 
the nexus between a piece of prop-
erty and the criminal activity, the 
burden is less than for proving the 
crime itself – a mere preponderance 
of the evidence and not beyond a 
reasonable doubt.18 While there are 
Fourth Amendment restrictions 
on what the government can seize, 
the actual evidence substantiating 
the property’s nexus to criminal 
activity can be gathered after the 
filing of the complaint,19 allowing 
it to effectively “seize first and ask 
questions later.” As shown earlier, 
it does not necessarily matter that 
the operators are licensed, nor 
whether the product is diverted 
to illicit recreational use or purely 
dispensed to licensed patients. 
Any deviation from the regulatory 
requirements of OMMA could 
potentially result in a civil forfei-
ture of property, whether or not 
there are any associated criminal 
charges against anyone.

Once property has been seized, 
a claimant then has the burden 
to prove either that the activity 

was not criminal or that they are 
an “innocent owner,” in that they 
“(i) did not know of the conduct 
giving rise to the forfeiture; or 
(ii) upon learning of the conduct 
giving rise to the forfeiture, did all 
that reasonably could be expected 
under the circumstances to termi-
nate such use of the property.”20 
In other words, the property itself 
is guilty until an owner proves it 
is innocent. Compounding this 
problem is the fact that medical 
marijuana businesses often have 
to deal in cash due to the legal and 
regulatory risks associated with 
banking businesses that deal with 
a Schedule I controlled dangerous 
substance,21 and simply being in 
possession of a large amount of 
cash can be cause for the govern-
ment to initiate a forfeiture.22 For 
landlords, transporters, banks, 
partners, suppliers and others, 
this makes doing business with a 
medical marijuana operation risky, 
as failing to comply with any state 
law or regulation promulgated by 
OMMA could potentially result in 
forfeiture of property or loan pay-
ment obligations for violation of the 
Controlled Substances Act, whether 
or not they have any knowledge 
of the alleged noncompliance. 
Moreover, as an affirmative 
defense, “it is not incumbent upon 
the government to prove that the 
owner had knowledge of the illegal 
activity. Rather, ‘it is the claimant’s 
responsibility to prove the absence 
of actual knowledge.’”23 A simple 
denial is also not sufficient to meet 
this burden – “for example, where 
the defendant’s alleged ignorance 
amounts to willful blindness,  
or where the owner’s claims of 
ignorance are inconsistent with  
the uncontested facts.”24 
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BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Obviously, for businesses 

engaging directly in the posses-
sion, transportation, cultivation 
and sale of medical marijuana, the 
best practice will be to comply as 
strictly as possible with the statu-
tory and regulatory requirements 
of the state. For third parties only 
involved with those operations 
indirectly but who derive profits 
from those enterprises, some mea-
sure of due diligence should be 
exercised to ensure the operation 
is licensed and compliant with 
state requirements. Commercial 
landlords who rent real property 
used for the cultivation, sale and 
distribution of medical marijuana 
should ensure that lease agree-
ments contain provisions explicitly 
setting out the marijuana-related 
activities that are permitted on the 
property and those that are not. 
Specifically, the agreement should 
require the lessee to comply with 
all state and local regulatory 
requirements and expressly forbid 
the diversion of cannabis products 
for illicit and recreational use. 

It is also advisable to include 
lease provisions that specifically 
state that any use of the property 
for failure to comply with laws and 
regulations will be grounds for 
termination. While criminal activity 
is already a basis for eviction under 
Oklahoma law,25 noncompliance 
with state regulations is not nec-
essarily criminal in itself but can 
remove the protections of state law 
and the Rohrabacher-Farr appro-
priations rider, permitting federal 
enforcement of the CSA. Lease 
agreements should contain curing 
provisions to allow the lessee to cor-
rect any technical acts of noncompli-
ance within a certain period of time. 
It is also important to take imme-
diate action to institute forcible 

entry and detainer actions upon 
notice of any explicit intentional 
criminal activity. These safeguards 
will help ensure that the “innocent 
owner” defense is protected by 
showing that “upon learning of the 
conduct giving rise to the future, 
[the claimant] did all that could be 
expected under the circumstances 
to terminate such use of the prop-
erty.”26 The Civil Asset Forfeiture 
Reform Act also provides specific 
criteria evidencing the application 
of the innocent owner defense, 
such as that the claimant:

1) Gave timely notice to an 
appropriate law enforce-
ment agency of information 
that led the person to know 
the conduct giving rise to 
a forfeiture would occur or 
has occurred; and

2) In a timely fashion, revoked 
or made a good faith attempt 
to revoke permission for 
those engaging in such 
conduct to use the property 
or took reasonable actions 
in consultation with a law 
enforcement agency to dis-
courage or prevent the illegal 
use of the property.27

While it is still unclear what 
extent of state compliance must be 
shown in order to avoid federal 
criminal prosecution and civil 
forfeiture of assets, “an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of 
cure,”28 and operators would be 
well-advised to do as much due 
diligence as circumstances allow. 

LEGAL SOLUTIONS
Following a federal civil asset 

forfeiture relating to a medical 
marijuana operation, it is always 
worth considering whether the 
expenditure of federal funds in the 

investigation and litigation is in 
violation of the Rohrabacher-Farr 
appropriations rider. While this 
issue has yet to be decided in the 
10th Circuit, an argument could be 
made that the rider prohibits the 
expenditure of federal funds even 
in the face of admitted noncompli-
ance with state medical marijuana 
laws and regulations. In some 
sense, the rider allows state authori-
ties to “occupy the field” of medical 
marijuana distribution, possession 
and cultivation, including licensure 
revocations and prosecution of 
criminal charges for noncompli-
ance. This interpretation would 
also be in accord with the 10th 
Amendment reservation of “powers 
not delegated to the United States 
by the Constitution, nor prohibited 
by it to the States” and the exhorta-
tion that state governments have 
control over “the objects which, 
in the ordinary course of affairs, 
concern the lives, liberties, and 
properties of the people, and the 
internal order, improvement, and 
prosperity of the State.”29 

It could further be argued that 
the federal government lacks  
jurisdiction to enforce the CSA  
for medical marijuana-related 
activities. The CSA also states:

No provision of this subchapter 
shall be construed as indicat-
ing an intent on the part of the 
Congress to occupy the field in 
which that provision operates, 
including criminal penalties, 
to the exclusion of any State 
law on the same subject mat-
ter which would otherwise 
be within the authority of the 
State, unless there is a positive 
conflict between that provision 
of this subchapter and that 
State law so that the two cannot 
consistently stand together.30
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There is thus an argument to 
be made that Congress, in passing 
the appropriations rider, ceded 
federal jurisdiction over all med-
ical marijuana activities to state 
regulators and law enforcement 
agencies, including the imple-
mentation of the state’s regime for 
civil and criminal penalties for 
statutory and regulatory noncom-
pliance. Congress likely did not 
intend for the DOJ or the DEA to 
micromanage or commandeer state 
medical marijuana regulators and 
police technical violations of state 
licensing requirements. While this 
interpretation is admittedly on the 
far end of the spectrum, it would 
achieve the public policy goals of 
allowing a state to govern its own 
affairs and eliminate the uncer-
tainty surrounding what degree 
of compliance is required to avoid 
federal penalties. Under this view, 
the possession of a valid license to 
possess, cultivate, distribute and 
sell medical marijuana should be 
a complete bar to the expenditure 
of federal funds in either a crimi-
nal or civil forfeiture action. In the 
absence of a valid license, proof 
that the cannabis products involved 
were only distributed to licensed 

users and were not diverted to 
recreational use should similarly 
constitute a bar to federal action.

At the other extreme, a strict 
compliance test would provide the 
same degree of certainty regarding 
the type of conduct that can expose 
one to federal criminal liability; 
however, it would also have the 
effect of “turn[ing] each and every 
infraction into a basis for federal 
criminal prosecution ... in a man-
ner likely to deter the degree of 
participation in [the state’s] market 
that the state seeks to achieve.”31 A 
middle-ground rule of substantial 
compliance or a simple case-by-
case analysis would avoid both 
of these extremes but would also 
result in a continued lack of clarity 
regarding what level of compliance 
should be considered “substantial” 
or “sufficient” for the application of 
the expenditure prohibition. 

Whichever interpretation the 
10th Circuit chooses to adopt – if 
the issue ever even reaches their 
consideration – it will always 
be beneficial to litigants to con-
sider the possibility that federal 
expenditures in enforcement of 
the CSA or in seeking civil asset 
forfeiture could run afoul of the 

congressional appropriations 
rider. In the absence of facts 
supporting this argument, liti-
gants must resort to the innocent 
owner defense where applicable 
and Eighth Amendment consid-
erations as to whether or not the 
property seized constitutes an 
“excessive fine” for the criminal 
conduct alleged. 

LEGISLATIVE SOLUTIONS
There are many actions Congress 

can take to resolve these conflicts 
and provide further protections 
and assurances to innocent own-
ers. One would be to pass the Fifth 
Amendment Integrity Restoration 
(FAIR) Act of 2023, which:

 � “requires counsel for an 
indigent property owner 
whose primary residence 
is the subject of a civil 
forfeiture hearing regard-
less of whether the owner 
requests counsel,

 � raises the evidentiary stan-
dard from preponderance 
of the evidence to clear and 
convincing evidence, and

 � sets forth factors courts 
must consider in determin-
ing whether a forfeiture 
of property used to facili-
tate the commission of an 
offense is excessive.”32

By strengthening protections 
for property owners across the 
board, the FAIR Act would have 
the added benefit of alleviating the 
uncertainty surrounding the med-
ical marijuana market and would 
protect third parties affiliated 
indirectly with medical marijuana 
sales, cultivation and distribution. 
However, it would not completely 
resolve the uncertainty of having 
to rely on the legal and regulatory 

Congress likely did not intend for the DOJ or 
the DEA to micromanage or commandeer state 
medical marijuana regulators and police technical 
violations of state licensing requirements. 
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compliance of a licensee (or pur-
ported licensee) to protect property 
from being seized in a forfeiture 
and then having to undergo the 
expenses of litigating defenses. 

Another solution would be to 
pass the Strengthening the Tenth 
Amendment Through Entrusting 
States (STATES) Act, which would 
explicitly recognize state cannabis 
laws by amending the Controlled 
Substances Act to provide that 
it “shall not apply to any person 
acting in compliance with State 
law relating to the manufacturer, 
production, possession, distribu-
tion, dispensation, administration, 
or delivery of marihuana.”33 The 
bill would also prohibit civil asset 
forfeitures where compliance with 
state law is shown; however, it 
would still be open for interpre-
tation whether strict compliance 
or substantial compliance stan-
dards should apply. Regardless, 
the passage of this legislation 
would mean that medical mari-
juana businesses need not rely on 
Congress continuing to extend the 
yearly appropriations rider and 
would effectively make the rider’s 
protection against federal prosecu-
tion permanent.

CONCLUSION
The only complete solution 

to the conflicts outlined above 
would be a total descheduling and 
decriminalization of marijuana at 
the federal level. However, as this 
appears highly unlikely for the 
foreseeable future, it is incumbent 
upon medical marijuana licensees 
and commercial property owners 
to use all available means to ensure 
that assets are not used in further-
ance of illicit activities and that reg-
ulatory compliance is maintained. 
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LEGALIZED CANNABIS1 BURST ONTO OKLAHOMA’S AGRICULTURAL LANDSCAPE 
when the polls closed at 7 p.m. on June 26, 2018. Like homesteaders taking off at high 

noon on April 22, 1889, building cities overnight on the prairie, cannabis businesses 
popped up on every corner as the program was up and running in 60 days with little over-
sight and regulation. Now, nearly seven years later, we are still working out the place med-
ical cannabis has in Oklahoma and the best means of regulation. Cannabis has quickly 
become one of Oklahoma’s largest cash crops and has brought millions of new dollars into 
the economy since legalization.

CANNABIS AS AN 
AGRICULTURE CROP

Simply defined, agriculture is 
the art and science of the cultivation 
of soil for the raising of crops and 
livestock.2 The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture defines horticulture as 
a branch of “agriculture concerned 
with growing plants that are used 
by people for food, for medicinal 
purposes, and for aesthetic grat-
ification.”3 Crops are “plants that 
are cultivated either for sale or for 
subsistence.”4 Oklahoma law defines 
horticulture as “agriculture science 
relating to the cultivation of gardens 
or orchards, including, but not 
limited to the growing of vegeta-
bles, flowers, and ornamental trees 
and shrubs.”5 

Oklahoma’s medical marijuana 
program is focused on cultivating, 
processing and distributing the 
plant “cannabis sativa” for use as 
medicine as defined in Title 63 of 
the Oklahoma Statutes.6 Therefore, 

cultivating, growing and process-
ing cannabis, aka “medical mar-
ijuana,” is agriculture under the 
law, even though many in the legal 
system may not want to recognize 
its role as an agricultural crop. 

A SHIFTING LEGAL LANDSCAPE
As of Feb. 11, 2025, 24 states, 

Guam, the Northern Mariana 
Islands and the U.S. Virgin Islands 
have legalized “adult use” or 
“recreational use” of cannabis.7 Six 
states – Hawaii, Indiana, Kentucky, 
New Hampshire, Tennessee and 
Texas – have live proposed bills 
for adult-use cannabis.8 Bills are 
also pending in Alabama, Iowa, 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina and 
Wyoming that would decriminal-
ize or remove possible jail time for 
simple possession.9 

Thirty-nine states – along with 
Washington, D.C., and the U.S. 
territories of Guam, the Northern 
Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and 

the U.S. Virgin Islands – have med-
ical programs, with bills pending 
in Indiana, Iowa, South Carolina, 
Tennessee and Texas for medical 
cannabis.10 If the pending bills 
pass in Iowa, South Carolina and 
Wyoming, then Kansas would be 
the only state with no level of legal-
ized cannabis use or possession.11  

For years, marijuana has been 
defined as an addictive substance, 
and it is listed as a Schedule I 
drug. According to the Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
(DEA), a Schedule I drug is one that 
has no currently accepted medical 
use and has a high potential for 
abuse.12 Cannabis, like any drug 
(legal or illegal) – including sugar, 
caffeine and nicotine – has the 
potential for misuse and abuse. 

On Aug. 30, 2023, the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services reported it was 
recommending that cannabis 
be lowered to Schedule III from 

CANNABIS LAW

Oklahoma’s Newest Crop
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Schedule I under the Controlled 
Substances Act.13 This is a fol-
low-up to a recommendation by 
President Biden in October 2022 
that the scheduling for cannabis 
be reviewed. For this change to 
be made, the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) must make 
findings and recommendations to 
the DEA, which is overseen by the 
U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ). 
The DEA and the DOJ, utilizing 
scientific and medical data on the 
efficacy of cannabis, must make 
findings that the evidence sup-
ports and fits into the defining cri-
teria for the appropriate schedule, 
and then the change is made.14 

The expected rescheduling 
of cannabis did not occur before 
President Biden left office. Instead, 

there is much speculation about 
what will occur under the second 
Trump administration. President 
Trump has recently spoken out in 
favor of cannabis rescheduling, but 
newly appointed Attorney General 
Pam Bondi has previously opposed 
medical cannabis legalization and 
has supported smoking bans.15  

The rescheduling of cannabis 
not only carries significant legal 
implications for those who use 
it but also significant financial 
implications for businesses across 
the country. Once it is rescheduled, 
Internal Revenue Code 280E, which 
significantly limits the ability of 
businesses to deduct otherwise 
legitimate business expenses, will 
no longer act as a barrier to entry 
into the market of legal cannabis 

enterprises unless a special tax 
is imposed.16 Additionally, once 
cannabis is legalized at the national 
level, this local trade will be legal 
internationally. Leading cannabis 
law firms believe that rescheduling 
will actually put the U.S. in a better 
position to comply with its interna-
tional treaty obligations.17

Scheduling determinations are 
based upon a drug’s associated risk 
for abuse along with its potential 
medical use and benefits, overall 
knowledge of the drug, risk to pub-
lic health, potential for alteration or 
modification to increase associated 
risk and trend in drug usage.18 A 
Schedule III drug has a “potential 
for abuse less than the drugs or 
other substances in schedules I 
and II;” “has a currently accepted 



THE OKLAHOMA BAR JOURNAL36  | MAY 2025 

Statements or opinions expressed in the Oklahoma Bar Journal are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the Oklahoma Bar Association, its officers, 
Board of Governors, Board of Editors or staff.

medical use in treatment in the 
United States;” and is one where 
the potential for abuse is “mod-
erate or low [for] physical depen-
dence or high [for] psychological 
dependence” on the drug.19 In 
previous congressional hearings, 
the DEA has indicated that it will 
be bound by the recommendations 
of the FDA.20 

This is important because 
there is significant scientific data 
behind the medical use of canna-
bis. Cannabis has been studied for 
specific health conditions, such as 
pain, reduction of opioid use, anxi-
ety, epilepsy, glaucoma, HIV/AIDS, 
inflammatory bowel disease, irri-
table bowel syndrome, movement 
disorders related to Tourette syn-
drome, multiple sclerosis, nausea 
and vomiting related to cancer che-
motherapy, PTSD and sleep apnea, 
to name a few conditions.21 22 23 
There are multiple FDA-approved 
drugs using cannabinoids and/or 
synthetic THC. These are Marinol,24 
Syndros,25 Cesamet,26 Epidiolex,27 
dronabinol and nabilone.28 This 
data is often ignored because the 
definition of a Schedule I drug fun-
damentally conflicts with it having 
medical usage. The approval of 
these cannabinoid/THC-based 
medications underscores the 
impact rescheduling will have 
while still allowing for compli-
ance with our wider international 
treaty obligations.29 However, 
recognition of this research and the 
impact of legalization on the wider 
international community takes us 
back to the basic concept of this 
article: Cannabis is and remains 
an agricultural and horticultural 
crop cultivated for food and/or 
medicinal purposes and has been 
throughout history. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
AND MEDICAL APPLICATIONS

History shows that cannabis has 
been cultivated for usage as food, 
medicine and materials through-
out time. It was significant in the 
early colonization of the United 
States. Evidence even suggests 
it was brought to the Americas 
in 1492 by explorer Christopher 
Columbus with the hemp ropes on 
his ships.30 In the 1600s, when the 
Jamestown Settlement was estab-
lished, the colonists were required 
to grow cannabis, as it was an 
important crop to the English 
crown.31 Cannabis was one of three 
primary crops grown by George 
Washington at his Mount Vernon 
plantation.32 It was also grown by 
Thomas Jefferson.33 Cannabis was 
grown for fiber, medicine and feed 
for livestock prior to delegalization. 
Rescheduling cannabis to Schedule 
III has the potential to allow the 
full use of the plant to positively 
impact animals and humans. 

In the 20th century, researchers 
discovered the endocannabinoid 

system. In 1988, researchers work-
ing at Saint Louis University dis-
covered cannabinoid receptors, the 
most abundant neurotransmitters 
in the human brain.34 In 1990, the 
DNA sequence for these receptors
was mapped. These findings led 
to the discovery of endocannabi-
noids and the endocannabinoid 
system (ECS).35 The ECS is found 
in all vertebrates and contributes 
to the maintenance of homeostasis 
in the body to help regulate sleep, 
mood, appetite, memory, repro-
duction and fertility.36 It impacts 
our immune, endocrine, nervous 
and reproductive systems.

While doctors are still trying 
to fully understand how the ECS 
works in our bodies, we do know 
the plant-based cannabinoids in 
cannabis and all cannabinoid- 
containing foods bind to our CB1 
and CB2 receptors to allow our 
bodies to operate at optimum 
capacity.37 The ECS is made up of 
CB1 and CB2 receptors. CB1 recep-
tors are mainly found in our central 
nervous system. CB2 receptors are 
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mainly found in our peripheral ner-
vous system and immune system.

Endocannabinoids are sub-
stances our bodies make natu-
rally to stimulate the receptors in 
the ECS. Phytocannabinoids are 
chemicals found in plants like can-
nabis, sunflower, echinacea, black 
pepper, black truffle, cacao, kava, 
electric daisy, Japanese liverwort, 
rhododendron and tea plants.38 

Two major endocannabinoids 
are made within our bodies on 
demand when needed: anandamide 
and 2-arachidonoylglycerol (2-AG). 
Anandamide is our body’s bliss 
molecule, and it bonds to the CB1 
receptors.39 This is the same recep-
tor THC bonds to within the body. 
2-AG is the most prevalent endocan-
nabinoid in the human body, and 
it plays a significant role in anti- 
inflammation through immuno-
suppression, similar to how steroids 
work. It also acts in a psychoactive 
manner when binding to the CB1 
receptor, though it binds to both the 
CB1 and CB2 receptors. 

An article on male reproduc-
tive health and infertility noted: 
“Recent research has documented 
that a variety of human disorders 
are accompanied by dysfunction in 
the ECS; therefore, pharmacolog-
ical interventions that normalize 
dysfunctional ECB signaling, i.e. 
temporally activating CB receptors 
by THC could be potential thera-
peutics for diseases associated with 
hypo-cannabinergic pathology.”40 
Another article, published on  
Feb. 3, recognized that the ECS 
“plays a fundamental role in the 
physiology and pathology of the 
gastrointestinal tract, particularly 
in the small and large intestine 
and liver.”41 This begs the question, 
“Is there a medical reason, even 
potentially a healthful reason, that 
the munchies are associated with 

cannabis consumption?” Further 
research is needed, but the cor-
relation between cannabis usage 
and the improvement in appetite 
was one of the early arguments for 
medical legalization and is what 
brought us to this path. 

CBD and Delta-9 THC are 
generally the most predominant 
cannabinoids in cannabis, and 
CBD affects the way Delta-9 THC 
interacts with the CB1 receptors.42 
Further, as cannabis flower ages 
with time and exposure to oxygen, 
THC breaks down into cannabinol 
(CBN). CBN has been determined 
to be an effective sleep aid, pain 
reliever and immune system 
booster.43 So far, 113 different can-
nabinoids and 120 terpenes have 
been identified in cannabis.44 

Terpenes are the aromatic com-
pounds in all plants, whether it’s 
cannabis, a flower, a fruit or a vege-
table.45 The combination of terpenes 
gives each plant its unique scent. 
When cannabinoids and terpenes 
are consumed together in cannabis, 
they cause the user to experience 
what is called the “entourage effect.” 
The entourage effect is the syner-
gistic effect of consuming all the 
compounds in the cannabis plant.46

Hemp/cannabis is considered a 
superfood for its nutritive value.47 
Hemp seeds are rich in protein, 
fiber, omega-3s and 6s fatty acids, 
minerals and vitamins, along 
with antioxidant effects.48 All of 
this is consumed without psy-
choactive effects. We can look at 
this to understand the interplay 
of terpenes and cannabinoids in 
consumption. In explaining this 
synergistic interplay, it is easiest 
to compare terpenes to essential 
oils and cannabinoids to vita-
mins and minerals. This is a very 
simplistic metaphor, but it helps 
people understand the principles 

of the compounds and how they 
work as medicine in a plant. For 
many years, it has been the trend 
to treat everything from insomnia 
to indigestion with an essential 
oil. Further, we know the vitamins 
and minerals we ingest have an 
overall impact on our immune 
systems and general health and 
well-being. Terpenes are found in 
all plants, so we already consume 
them, and cannabinoids are also 
found in many commonly con-
sumed plants, as discussed earlier.

Initially, terpenes were believed 
to simply enhance the experience of 
cannabis consumption through the 
smell of the flower before smoking.49 
Incidentally, many people do not 
understand that it is the flower of 
the cannabis plant that is primar-
ily smoked or consumed, not the 
leaves. However, research indicates 
that terpenes may contribute to the 
overall medical benefit of cannabis 
consumption. 

Linalool is the terpene in lav-
ender that makes us feel relaxed.50 
Linalool is also antimicrobial, 
antibacterial, antifungal, anxiety- 
reducing and an immune booster. 
Limonene is the terpene found 
in citrus fruits that makes us feel 
energized. It’s also an antimicro-
bial, antibacterial, anti-inflammatory  
and antianxiety agent.51 Eucalyptol 
is found in eucalyptus and helps 
open bronchial passages.52 It is 
also antibacterial and anti- 
inflammatory and has been 
found to kill certain cancer cells. 
Myrcene is a terpene prevalent 
in hops, lemongrass, verbena, 
bay and citrus fruits and juices.53 
Myrcene has properties that are 
analgesic, sedative, antidiabetic, 
antioxidant, anti-inflammatory  
and antibacterial, as well as 
having anticancer effects. 
Caryophyllene is found in clove, 
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rosemary, black pepper and laven-
der. It is shown to have anticancer 
and anti-inflammatory properties 
and to help with sleep, anxiety 
and depression. All of these ter-
penes are also commonly found 
in cannabis.54 These are just three 
of the many terpenes that are in 
cannabis and other plants.

Cannabis comes in many 
different “flavors” or “cultivars,” 
with fancy names developed using 
plant genetics to create plant-based 
medicine through the combina-
tion and concentration of specific 
terpenes and cannabinoids in the 
plant. It is these various combina-
tions that pharmaceutical compa-
nies cannot reproduce in labs that 
make cannabis so unique as an 
agricultural product and show the 
importance of food as medicine. 

CONCLUSION
Medical marijuana is presently 

the law in Oklahoma. As practi-
tioners, it should benefit us and 
our clients to continue reviewing 
the science and research being 
conducted as medical marijuana 
becomes more generally accepted. 
As research continues, the law 
may evolve further.
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OBA AWARDS

Recognize Excellence: 
Submit Your OBA Award 
Nominations

IT’S TIME TO START THINKING  
about this year’s OBA Awards! 

This year’s Annual Meeting will 
be held in November, and we will 
once again have the chance to 
spotlight those OBA members who 
continually demonstrate excellence 
within our profession. We need to 
hear from you! The OBA Awards 
Committee is now accepting nomi-
nations for the 2025 OBA Awards. 

New this year, the OBA Trailblazer 
Award has been renamed in honor of 
recently retired Justice Yvonne Kauger. 
The Yvonne Kauger Trailblazer 
Award champions an OBA member 
who, through their unique visionary 
efforts, has profoundly impacted our  

profession and/or community, 
blazing a trail for others to follow. 

The designated awards are listed  
below. Anyone can submit a nomination, 
and anyone can be nominated. No spe- 
cific form is required, and the nomina- 
tions can be as short as a one-page letter  
but cannot exceed five single-sided  
8 E x 11 pages. You can email, fax or mail  
the nominations. The nomination pro-
cess is very simple. It only takes a few 
minutes for you to fill out a nomina-
tion form for one of these awards. Visit  
www.okbar.org for detailed information. 

You can help ensure that deserv-
ing individuals and entities are 
awarded for their hard work in public 
service, leadership and service to 

our profession. I encourage you to 
look among your peers, search your 
legal associations and contact local 
bar members to seek out those who 
should be recognized for their efforts. 

Submit a nomination today, and 
help the OBA continue its proud 
tradition of honoring those who 
elevate our profession and serve 
our communities with distinction.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
LeAnne McGill is an 
attorney in private 
practice in Edmond. She 
serves as the Awards 
Committee chairperson.

By LeAnne McGill

NOMINATION RULES AND TIPS
The deadline is 5 p.m. Monday, June 30, but get your nomination in EARLY! Nominations, complete with 
all supporting material, MUST be received by the deadline. Submissions or supporting material received 
after the deadline will not be considered.
Length of nomination is a maximum of five 8 ½ x 11-inch, one-sided pages, including supporting materials and 
the form, if used. No exceptions.
Make sure the name of the person being nominated and the person (or organization) making the nomination is 
on the nomination.
If you think someone qualifies for awards in several categories, pick one award and only do one nomination. The 
OBA Awards Committee may consider the nominee for an award in a category other than one in which you 
nominate that person.
Submission options (pick one):

1) email: awards@okbar.org (you will receive a confirmation reply);
2) fax: 405-416-7089;
3) mail: OBA Awards Committee, P.O. Box 53036, Oklahoma City, OK 73152.

Visit www.okbar.org/awards for the nomination form if you want to use one (not required), history of previous 
winners and tips for writing nominations.
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AWARDS 
OUTSTANDING COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION AWARD – for meritorious efforts and activities 

2024 Winner: Tulsa County Bar Association, Michael E. Esmond, 2023-2024 President

HICKS EPTON LAW DAY AWARD – for individuals or organizations for noteworthy Law Day activities
2024 Winners: Oklahoma County and Tulsa County Bar Associations

GOLDEN GAVEL AWARD – for OBA committees and sections performing with a high degree of excellence
2024 Winner: Oklahoma Bar Journal Board of Editors, Melissa G. DeLacerda, Chair

LIBERTY BELL AWARD – for nonlawyers or lay organizations for promoting or publicizing matters regarding the 
legal system

2024 Winner: Oklahoma County Diversion Hub

OUTSTANDING YOUNG LAWYER AWARD – for a member of the OBA Young Lawyers Division for service to  
the profession

2024 Winner: Caroline Shaffer Siex, Tulsa

EARL SNEED AWARD – for outstanding continuing legal education contributions
2024 Winner: Anthony Hendricks, Oklahoma City

AWARD OF JUDICIAL EXCELLENCE – for excellence of character, job performance or achievement while a 
judge and service to the bench, bar and community

2024 Winners: Judge Barbara Hatfield, El Reno, and Magistrate Judge Paul Cleary, Tulsa

FERN HOLLAND COURAGEOUS LAWYER AWARD – to an OBA member who has courageously performed in a 
manner befitting the highest ideals of our profession

Not awarded in 2024

OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE PUBLIC AWARD – for significant community service by an OBA member or 
bar-related entity

2024 Winner: OBA YLD Wills for Heroes Program

AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING PRO BONO SERVICE – by an OBA member or bar-related entity
2024 Winner: Rick Rodgers, Duncan

JOE STAMPER DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD – to an OBA member for long-term service to the bar 
association or contributions to the legal profession

2024 Winner: Andrew M. Coats, Oklahoma City

NEIL E. BOGAN PROFESSIONALISM AWARD – to an OBA member practicing 10 years or more who for conduct,  
honesty, integrity and courtesy best represents the highest standards of the legal profession

2024 Winner: A. Mark Smiling, Tulsa

JOHN E. SHIPP AWARD FOR ETHICS – to an OBA member who has truly exemplified the ethics of the legal 
profession either by 1) acting in accordance with the highest ethical standards in the face of pressure to do 
otherwise or 2) by serving as a role model for ethics to the other members of the profession

2024 Winner: Robert A. Ravitz, Oklahoma City (posthumous)

ALMA WILSON AWARD – for an OBA member who has made a significant contribution to improving the lives of 
Oklahoma children

2024 Winner: Tsinena Bruno Thompson, Oklahoma City

YVONNE KAUGER TRAILBLAZER AWARD – to an OBA member or members who by their significant, unique 
visionary efforts have had a profound impact upon our profession and/or community and in doing so have blazed  
a trail for others to follow

Not awarded in 2024
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INDIVIDUALS FOR WHOM AWARDS ARE NAMED 
NEIL E. BOGAN – Neil E. Bogan, an attorney from Tulsa, died unexpectedly on May 5, 1990, while serving his term 
as president of the Oklahoma Bar Association. Mr. Bogan was known for his professional, courteous treatment of 
everyone he came into contact with and was also considered to uphold high standards of honesty and integrity in the 
legal profession. The OBA’s Professionalism Award is named for him as a permanent reminder of the example he set.

HICKS EPTON – While working as a country lawyer in Wewoka, attorney Hicks Epton decided that lawyers should go 
out and educate the public about the law in general and the rights and liberties provided under the law to American 
citizens. Through the efforts of Mr. Epton, who served as OBA president in 1953, and other bar members, the roots of 
Law Day were established. In 1961, May 1 became an annual special day of celebration nationwide designated by a 
joint resolution of Congress. The OBA’s Law Day Award recognizing outstanding Law Day activities  
is named in his honor.

FERN HOLLAND – Fern Holland’s life was cut tragically short after just 33 years, but this young Tulsa attorney made an 
impact that will be remembered for years to come. Ms. Holland left private law practice to work as a human rights activist 
and to help bring democracy to Iraq. In 2004, she was working closely with Iraqi women on women’s issues when her 
vehicle was ambushed by Iraqi gunmen, and she was killed. The Courageous Lawyer Award is named as a tribute to her.

YVONNE KAUGER – Yvonne Kauger served on the Oklahoma Supreme Court from 1984 to 2024 and as chief justice 
from 1997 to 1999. She graduated at the top of her class and received her J.D. from the OCU School of Law in 1969. 
She is a fourth-generation Oklahoman from Colony. She was the first woman staff lawyer at the Oklahoma Supreme 
Court and was appointed to the Capitol Preservation Commission by Chief Justice Pat Irwin. She founded the Gallery 
of the Plains Indians, the Red Earth Festival, the Sovereignty Symposium and Movie Night at the Supreme Court. 
She was instrumental in establishing OSCN.net and the adoption of uniform citations, and she chaired the Building 
Committee and the Arts Committee of the Oklahoma Judicial Center. Her contributions to the legal, cultural and artistic 
landscape of Oklahoma have blazed a trail for others to follow.

MAURICE MERRILL – Dr. Maurice Merrill served as a professor at the OU College of Law from 1936 until his 
retirement in 1968. He was held in high regard by his colleagues, his former students and the bar for his nationally 
distinguished work as a writer, scholar and teacher. Many words have been used to describe Dr. Merrill over the years, 
including brilliant, wise, talented and dedicated. Named in his honor is the Golden Quill Award, which is given to the author 
of the best-written article published in the Oklahoma Bar Journal. The recipient is selected by the OBA Board of Editors.

JOHN E. SHIPP – John E. Shipp, an attorney from Idabel, served as the 1985 OBA president and became the executive 
director of the association in 1998. Unfortunately, his tenure was cut short when his life was tragically taken that year in a 
plane crash. Mr. Shipp was known for his integrity, professionalism and high ethical standards. He had served two terms 
on the OBA Professional Responsibility Commission, serving as chairman for one year, and served two years on the 
Professional Responsibility Tribunal, serving as chief master. The OBA’s Award for Ethics bears his name.

EARL SNEED – Earl Sneed served the OU College of Law as a distinguished teacher and dean. Mr. Sneed came 
to OU as a faculty member in 1945 and was praised for his enthusiastic teaching ability. When Mr. Sneed was 
appointed in 1950 to lead the law school as dean, he was just 37 years old and one of the youngest deans in the 
nation. After his retirement from academia in 1965, he played a major role in fundraising efforts for the law center. 
The OBA’s Continuing Legal Education Award is named in his honor.

JOE STAMPER – Joe Stamper of Antlers retired in 2003 after 68 years of practicing law. He is credited with being a 
personal motivating force behind the creation of OUJI and the Oklahoma Civil Uniform Jury Instructions Committee.  
Mr. Stamper was also instrumental in creating the position of OBA general counsel to handle attorney discipline. He 
served on both the ABA and OBA Board of Governors and represented Oklahoma at the ABA House of Delegates for  
17 years. His eloquent remarks were legendary, and he is credited with giving Oklahoma a voice and a face at the 
national level. The OBA’s Distinguished Service Award is named to honor him.

ALMA WILSON – Alma Wilson was the first woman to be appointed as a justice to the Supreme Court of Oklahoma 
in 1982 and became its first female chief justice in 1995. She first practiced law in Pauls Valley, where she grew up. 
Her first judicial appointment was as special judge sitting in Garvin and McClain counties, later district judge for 
Cleveland County and served for six years on the Court of Tax Review. She was known for her contributions to the 
educational needs of juveniles and children at risk. The OBA’s Alma Wilson Award honors a bar member who has 
made a significant contribution to improving the lives of Oklahoma children.
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LAW DAY 2025

Celebrate Law Day 2025
By Mary Clement and Ed Wunch

EACH YEAR, LAW DAY IS 
the day set aside to celebrate 

the law and its importance in our 
lives. It is our role as lawyers to 
enhance public understanding 
of the law and the role it plays in 
maintaining a fair and just society. 
Although Law Day has been 
celebrated nationally on May 1 
since 1958, Law Day has a special 
significance for those of us admitted 
to practice in Oklahoma – Law 
Day had its inception in our state 
when Seminole lawyer Hicks Epton 
launched the “Know Your Courts, 
Know Your Rights” initiative in the 
early 1950s. It is our turn to proudly 
carry this tradition forward.

This year’s theme is “The 
Constitution’s Promise: Out of 
Many, One.” This theme has 
guided us to think about our civic 
duties as well as our professional 
responsibility as lawyers to take a 
proactive stance in educating the 
public. Law Day is a time for all of 
us to think about the framework 
that unites us as citizens.

As we take this moment to 
reflect on these principles, we can 
also take pride in that for nearly 
50 years, the OBA has celebrated 
Law Day by hosting the Ask A 
Lawyer community service event, 
sponsoring educational content 
aimed at public audiences and 
holding art and writing contests 
for Oklahoma students in pre-K 
through 12th grade. 

ASK A LAWYER
Every year, on May 1, Oklahomans 

are offered the opportunity to speak 
to a licensed attorney on any topic 
at no cost. We provide phone banks 
of lawyers standing by to take calls 
or answer questions submitted via 
email. Dozens of lawyer volunteers 
from around the state participate 
each year, answering hundreds of 
questions. No topic is off-limits! 
Although the main phone banks 
are set up in Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa, nonmetro communities are 
encouraged to participate as well. In 
2025, lawyers in Beaver, Bartlesville, 
Enid, Hugo, Stillwater and Stilwell 

served their communities by 
hosting Ask A Lawyer call-in  
events for at least part of the day. 

Not only are these days 
important for helping the 
public, but they are also fun! 
Volunteering together provides a 
great opportunity for meaningful 
engagement with friends and 
colleagues. We hope you will 
consider participating in this pro 
bono justice event in the future 
or coordinating and hosting a 
local event that will serve your 
community in 2026. We would 
love to help you get started!

Nearly 1,600 students from across the state in grades pre-K to 12th submitted entries into 
the annual Law Day art and writing contests. The winning students were recognized 
during a ceremony at the state Capitol in April.
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EDUCATIONAL CONTENT
The celebration of Law Day 

allows bar members to reaffirm 
our commitment to foundational 
principles, such as the checks 
and balances of power enshrined  
in our Constitution. While we  
celebrate the freedoms we enjoy 
under this governing framework, 
it is also critical that all citizens 
understand how the three branches 
of government function in order  
to participate effectively in 
government. For 2025, we have 

focused on creating new video 
content that highlights education 
related to the Oklahoma courts. The 
videos feature several volunteer 
Oklahoma judges and lawyers 
discussing how our courts function, 
our state’s judicial selection process 
and foundational principles – such 
as the Rule of Law – in engaging, 
easy-to-understand language. These 
videos are optimized for viewing on 
social media and are being shared 
on the OBA’s channels, including 
YouTube, Facebook, LinkedIn and 

Instagram. We expect these videos 
to reach hundreds of thousands of 
Oklahomans throughout the Law 
Day season, and they will live on as 
evergreen content that schools, civic 
groups and individual viewers can 
access at any time of the year. 

Digital educational content is one 
of many ways OBA members are 
reaching the public. The Canadian  
County Bar Association is partnering  
with local high schools to allow 
seniors interested in the legal field 
to shadow bar members and judges 
for an afternoon. In Seminole 
County, which is recognized as 
the birthplace of Law Day, speakers 
presented on relevant topics at 
a local community center on 
April 30. And several county bar 
associations – such as Oklahoma, 
Seminole, Stephens, Tulsa and 
the Tri-County Bar Association in 
southeastern Oklahoma – hosted 
celebration luncheons and other 
events. We hope your local county 
bar is thinking of creative ways to 
get involved in Law Day in 2026!

ART AND WRITING CONTESTS
We believe it is never too early 

to begin learning these important 
concepts so that even the youngest 
students are prepared to be good 
citizens of our state and nation. 
This year, 1,569 students from 
77 towns and more than 160 
schools and homeschool groups 
entered the contest. More schools 
and homeschool groups from 
more towns across Oklahoma 

Judge Stephen P. Friot of the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Oklahoma 
discusses the federal court system for a video that will be shared with all Oklahomans 
as part of the Law Day public education campaign.
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Top: Law Day Co-Chairs Mary Clement and Ed Wunch, 
along with OBA Executive Director Janet Johnson and 
President D. Kenyon Williams Jr., witness Chief Justice  
Dustin P. Rowe sign the 2025 Law Day Directive.

Left: Gov. Kevin Stitt proclaimed May 1 as Law Day in 
Oklahoma.
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entered the contest this year than in 
any previous year, and more than 
$4,000 in prize money was awarded 
to students. You will see some of the 
award-winning entries that earned 
top honors beginning on page 50 
of this journal. You may view all 
the winning entries on the OBA 
website at www.okbar.org/lawday. 
We offer a huge thank you to all the 

Oklahoma educators, students and 
their families for participating in 
this year’s contest. Our hope is that 
all students who participated not 
only took pride in their work but 
also gained a better understanding 
of our cherished Constitution and 
how it can help us come together as 
a united nation.

CONCLUSION
The Rule of Law is how we 

protect our democratic institutions 
and our constitutional republic. 
It provides that everyone is 
accountable to the law, and no one 
is above the law. That is something 
we should celebrate on Law Day 
and every day, whether you are 
a lawyer or a layperson. It takes 
hundreds of volunteers across 
the state to make each Law Day a 
success, and we are so grateful to 
those volunteer judges and lawyers, 
along with the statewide Law 
Day Committee, the participating 
county bars, the Oklahoma County 
Bar Auxiliary, the OBA Board of 
Governors and the OBA staff along 
with the staff at the Oklahoma 
County and Tulsa County bar 
associations for their efforts  
and commitment to support this 
annual project. Please visit  
www.okbar.org/lawday to learn 
more about Law Day and start 
thinking of ways you or your 
local county can get involved 
in this critical public education 
project next year!

ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Mary Clement is a solo attorney 
practicing in probate and estate 
planning in Tulsa. She serves as 
co-chair of the OBA Law Day 
Committee and also coordinates 
lawyer volunteers for the Ask A 
Lawyer event at the Tulsa County Bar 
Association. She may be reached at 
mary@clementlegalok.com.

Ed Wunch is the criminal justice 
debt attorney for Legal Aid Services 
of Oklahoma in Oklahoma City. He 
serves as co-chair of the OBA Law 
Day Committee, and he has chaired 
the committee since 2020 after 
serving as vice chair in 2019. He may 
be reached at ed.wunch@laok.org.

Chief Justice Rowe leads a group of Law Day contest first-place winners and their 
families on a tour of the Oklahoma state Capitol following the ceremony in April.

Judge Anthony Bonner of Oklahoma County describes district court proceedings for 
the Law Day public education campaign. 
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Contest Winners Highlights

LAW DAY 2025

THE OBA LAW DAY COMMITTEE would like to thank Oklahoma educators, students 
and their families for participating in the 2025 Law Day Contest. This year, 1,569 students 

from 77 towns and more than 160 schools and homeschool groups entered the contest.
First- through 12th-grade students demonstrated their knowledge of the history and con-

cepts of the theme “The Constitution’s Promise: Out of Many, One” through essays, creative 
writing and multimedia art. Pre-K and kindergarten students were given a choice of coloring 
activity pages related to the theme, allowing them to show off their budding creative abilities. 
For both elementary and secondary students, the contest allowed them to explore how the 
Constitution bridges our differences to bring us together as a united nation.

Lillie Shearin
Grand Prize 
Pryor High School, 
Pryor
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1. Allisa Dumas
First Place 
11th Grade Art 
Edmond

2. Brookelynn Weaver 
First Place 
11th Grade Writing
Pawnee

3. Ledesli Armendariz
First Place 
10th Grade Writing
Pauls Valley

AMENDMENT 14 
I wasn’t looking for my life-changing revelation at 17, and I definitely didn’t want one either. Ignorance 
is bliss – or at least, that’s what I thought ... before. It was typical to let history remain safely confined to 
textbooks and overplayed History Channel documentaries. Sure, I’d cry during lessons on Women’s Suffrage 
or the Civil Rights Movement, but the tears dried as soon as the bell rang, and the stories of struggle stayed 
behind in the classroom, neatly filed away while I moved on with my life. I would acknowledge a few 
threads of the hurt-stained quilt of America, then leave the past behind where I thought it belonged as if 
it never belonged to me. Before. That’s how it always was – before today. Today, I saw something I’ll never 
forget. Read the full essay at www.okbar.org/lawday.

2

1 3

MOSAIC OF VOICES
Bipartisanship is the way we the People of the 
United States of America will succeed in unification. 
Politicians must uphold their duties as being the 
voice for citizens by cooperating with opposing par-
ties and agendas to ensure democracy is sustained 
in the Constitution because only then is civic partici-
pation impactful. Without bipartisanship, those who 
engage in politics and use their First Amendment 
right to voice their opinion may feel unheard and 
alienated. Although the rise of polarization is 
increasing every day, there is still hope for change 
in our government and we must uphold our consti-
tutional promise: liberty, justice, equality, democ-
racy, and security. It is essential that we engage and 
become the source of change that our country needs 
to see in order to thrive; we are the source of power. 
Read the full essay at www.okbar.org/lawday.
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4. Evelyn Saylor
First Place
9th Grade Writing
Jenks

5. Evie Schell
First Place
9th Grade Art
Tulsa

6. Grace Perez
First Place
8th Grade Writing
Pauls Valley

7. Vivi Cate McDonald
First Place
7th Grade Art
Bartlesville

8. Daphne L. Decker
First Place
5th Grade Art
Grove

THE ARTICLES
As my foot stepped out of the time machine, I felt the 
usually cold air from the lab turn into warm, sultry air, 
and as the atmosphere changed, so did my emotions. I 
went from feeling certain and secure to feeling a very 
tense sensation. I looked around to see where I was at. I 
was in a town where the buildings were all made of brick. 
All of the women in the town were wearing their dresses 
and the men were wearing their tights. I looked up to see 
if I was in the right timeline and above me was a sign that 
said 1787. I began walking down the street and at every 
corner I turned to I could hear heated discussions. One of 
the conversations I heard seemed to catch my attention. 
Read the full essay at www.okbar.org/lawday. 6

To see the complete list of 
winning entries, please visit 
www.okbar.org/lawday. 

DISCOVERIES IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
“Okay, everyone, remember to stay close!” Mrs. Smith 
called over the herd of students swarming through the 
National Archives. I nodded without thinking about 
it, my eyes traveling over the stately oil paintings that 
hung around the room. Our guidebook had called 
them the Faulkner murals. They depicted scenes of the 
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution being 
presented, with a large group of representatives present. 

The murals were painted in beautiful, vibrant 
colors, dusky reds, earthy greens, and creamy whites. 
Logically, I knew it must have been restored, but it 
felt like I had traveled back in time to just minutes 
after the final stroke had been put on the canvas. 
Read the full essay at www.okbar.org/lawday. 4 5

7

8
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SOLO & SMALL FIRM CONFERENCE

OBA Solo & Small Firm 
Conference Is Back in 2025
By Jim Calloway

THE OBA SOLO & SMALL 
Firm Conference is back! 

It will be held July 16-18 at the 
OKANA Resort in Oklahoma City. 
This year combines cutting-edge 
CLE taught by a faculty of experts 
with the exciting new OKANA 
Resort, which features an indoor 
and outdoor waterpark and many 
recreational activities. You can find 
the schedule and registration infor-
mation at www.okbar.org/solo. 

The conference begins Wednesday 
evening with a welcome reception 
sponsored by premium sponsor 
Oklahoma Attorneys Mutual 
Insurance Co. (OAMIC). The 
next morning, kickoff sessions 
opening the conference illustrate 
the diversity of programming 
offered. Sessions include “Recent 
Developments in Family Law” 
with Virginia Henson, “Preserving 
the Record for Appeal” with Justin 
Lollman and “Prompt Building for 
Your Favorite Artificial Intelligence 
Tool” with OBA Practice Management 
Advisor Julie Bays. Every hour 
features programs targeted to solo 
and small firm lawyers; however, 
many are valuable for every lawyer 
in private practice, no matter the 
firm size.

Later, sessions range from “DUIs 
and Driver’s Licenses” and “Limited 
Scope Representation Services 
Delivery” to “The Ins and Outs 
of Attorney-Client Agreements.” 

Phil Fraim, president and CEO 
of OAMIC, will lead a session on 
cybersecurity – an issue of concern 
for all legal professionals.

Thursday concludes with 
“60 Tips in 60 Minutes,” always 
a fast-paced and entertaining 
program, followed by “The State 
of AI in Legal: Where Are We, 
and What Does It Mean for the 
Billable Hour?” taught by Kenton 
Brice, director of the Law Library 
and associate professor of law at 
the OU College of Law. We are 
grateful Professor Brice has made 
time for us in his busy schedule to 
cover this important subject. 

As I have noted previously, if 
artificial intelligence means a law-
yer can do a task in 15 minutes that 
used to take three hours, there are 
only a few options: 

1) Ignore the tool and keep 
charging the clients for 
three hours, 

2) Continue with hourly 
billing and bill 15 minutes 
going forward or 

3) Modify your attorney- 
client billing practice

To me, only one method seems 
to make sense for the future.

This year, we have altered the 
educational schedule. The con-
ference will still offer 12 hours of 
MCLE credit, including two hours 

of ethics, but two of those hours 
will be delivered on demand to 
conference attendees after the con-
ference. This change was made to 
allow attendees more time to enjoy 
the beautiful OKANA Resort 
facilities and attractions and have 
more social time with peers. This 
arrangement has also allowed us 
to reach out to a nationally known 
speaker who might have been dif-
ficult to book otherwise, Damien 
Riehl. Mr. Riehl is vice president 
and solutions champion at vLex 
Fastcase and is one of the most 
informative people you will ever 
hear discuss the intersection of  
AI and the legal profession. 

Friday morning, one of our 
breakout sessions is a two-parter. 
Chad Kelliher will teach “Using iPad 
and TrialPad for Depositions and 
Trials” (parts 1 and 2). Mr. Kelliher 
has some very interesting ideas to 
share. I’ve long believed an iPad 
with TrialPad is the most effective 
way for a solo lawyer with no 
co-counsel or trial assistant to try 
a jury trial with many exhibits. 
Julie Bays and I reached out to the 
software developers LIT Software 
at ABA TECHSHOW, and it looks 
like some lucky Solo & Small 
Firm Conference attendees will 
get to learn about TrialPad and 
win a one-year subscription (a 
$600 value)!
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Other sessions Friday morning 
include “Spotting Immigration 
Issues in General Practice: A 
Guide for Solo and Small-Firm 
Attorneys” with Tara Jordan de Lara, 
“Disaster-Proofing Your Law 
Practice” with Brian Candelaria, 
“Office Unlocked: Maximizing the 
Power of MS 365” with Julie Bays, 
“Criminal Motion Practice in State 
and Tribal Courts: Tips, Stories 
and Most Importantly ... Forms!” 
with Jason Christopher and 
“Countdown to 18: What Every 
Family Lawyer Should Know” 
with OBA Family Law Section 
Chair Anastasia Krich-Mahoney.

After lunch on Friday, there is 
a plenary session on profession-
alism, and OBA General Counsel 
Gina Hendryx will give an ethics 
presentation titled “Breaking Up Is 
Hard To Do: Proper Termination of 
Attorney-Client Relationship.” And, 
as always, we conclude the confer-
ence with “What’s Hot and What’s 
Not in Law Office Management and 
Technology,” a brief program that 
combines attendees sharing tips and 
asking questions, plus an opportu-
nity to win prizes. 

Great cutting-edge CLE, an 
opportunity to network with small 
firm lawyers from across the state 

and a beautiful new resort to explore 
are just a few reasons you will want 
to register for and attend the 2025 
OBA Solo & Small Firm Conference. 

Visit www.okbar.org/solo  
for more information and to  
register today.

Mr. Calloway is the OBA Management 
Assistance Program director. Need 
a quick answer to a tech problem or 
help solving a management dilemma? 
Contact him at 405-416-7008,  
800-522-8060 or jimc@okbar.org 
(until the end of May). It’s a free  
member benefit.











THE OKLAHOMA INDIGENT DEFENSE SYSTEM BOARD OF DIRECTORS gives notice that it will entertain sealed 

Offers to Contract (“Offers”) to provide non-capital trial level defense representation during Fiscal Year 2026 pursuant to 22 O.S. 

2001, §1355.8. The Board invites Offers from attorneys interested in providing such legal services to indigent persons during Fiscal 

Year 2026 ( July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026) in the following counties: 100% of the Oklahoma Indigent Defense System 

caseloads in THE FOLLOWING COUNTIES:  

CRAIG / NOWATA / ROGERS

Offer-to-Contract packets will contain the forms and instructions for submitting Offers for the Board’s consideration. Contracts 

awarded will cover the defense representation in the OIDS non-capital felony, juvenile, misdemeanor, traffic, youthful offender and 

wildlife cases in the above counties during FY-2026 ( July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026). Offers may be submitted for complete 

coverage (100%) of the open caseload in any one or more of the above counties. Sealed Offers will be accepted at the OIDS offices 

Monday through Friday, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.   

The deadline for submitting sealed Offers is 5:00 PM, Friday, May 9, 2025. 

Each Offer must be submitted separately in a sealed envelope or box containing one (1) complete original Offer and 

two (2) complete copies. The sealed envelope or box must be clearly marked as follows:

TIME RECEIVED:  

DATE RECEIVED:

The Offeror shall clearly indicate the county or counties covered by the sealed Offer; however, the Offeror shall leave the areas for 

noting the time and date received blank. Sealed Offers may be delivered by hand, by mail or by courier. Offers sent via facsimile 

or in unmarked or unsealed envelopes will be rejected. Sealed Offers may be placed in a protective cover envelope (or box) and, if 

mailed, addressed to OIDS, FY-2026 OFFER TO CONTRACT, 111 North Peters, Suite 100, Norman, OK 73069. Sealed 

Offers delivered by hand or courier may likewise be placed in a protective cover envelope (or box) and delivered during the above-stated 

hours to OIDS, at 111 North Peters, Suite 100, Norman, OK 73069. Protective cover envelopes (or boxes) are recommended 

for sealed Offers that are mailed to avoid damage to the sealed Offer envelope. ALL OFFERS, INCLUDING THOSE SENT BY 

MAIL, MUST BE PHYSICALLY RECEIVED BY OIDS NO LATER THAN 5:00 PM, FRIDAY, MAY 9, 2025 TO BE 

CONSIDERED TIMELY SUBMITTED. 

Sealed Offers will be opened at the OIDS Norman Offices on Monday, May 12, 2025, beginning at 10:00 AM, and reviewed by  

the Executive Director or his designee for conformity with the instructions and statutory qualif ications set forth in this notice.  

Non-conforming Offers will be rejected on Monday, May 12, 2025, with notif ication forwarded to the Offeror. Each rejected 

Offer shall be maintained by OIDS with a copy of the rejection statement.

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO  
SUBMIT OFFERS TO CONTRACT

FY-2026 OFFER TO CONTRACT 

                        COUNTY / COUNTIES



Copies of qualified Offers will be presented for the Board’s consideration at its meeting on Friday, May 16, 2025, at a place to be 

announced. 

With each Offer, the attorney must include a résumé and aff irm under oath his or her compliance with the following statutory 

qualifications: presently a member in good standing of the Oklahoma Bar Association; the existence of, or eligibility for, professional 

liability insurance during the term of the contract; and aff irmation of the accuracy of the information provided regarding other 

factors to be considered by the Board. These factors, as addressed in the provided forms, will include an agreement to maintain 

or obtain professional liability insurance coverage; level of prior representation experience, including experience in criminal and 

juvenile delinquency proceedings; location of off ices; staff size; number of independent and aff iliated attorneys involved in the 

Offer; professional aff iliations; familiarity with substantive and procedural law; willingness to pursue continuing legal education 

focused on criminal defense representation, including any training required by OIDS or state statute; willingness to place such 

restrictions on one’s law practice outside the contract as are reasonable and necessary to perform the required contract services, and 

other relevant information provided by attorney in the Offer. 

The Board may accept or reject any or all Offers submitted, make counter-offers, and/or provide for representation in any manner 

permitted by the Indigent Defense Act to meet the State’s obligation to indigent criminal defendants entitled to the appointment of 

competent counsel. 

FY-2026 Offer-to-Contract packets may be requested by facsimile, by mail, or in person, using the form below. Offer-to-Contract 

packets will include a copy of this Notice, required forms, a checklist, sample contract, and OIDS appointment statistics for FY-2021, 

FY-2022, FY-2023, FY-2024 and FY-2025 together with a 5-year contract history for each county listed above. The request form 

below may be mailed to OIDS OFFER-TO-CONTRACT PACKET REQUEST, 111 North Peters, Suite 100, Norman, OK 

73069, emailed to brandon.pointer@oids.ok.gov or submitted by facsimile to OIDS at (405) 801-2661.

REQUEST FOR OIDS FY-2026 OFFER-TO-CONTRACT PACKET

Name

Fax

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO  
SUBMIT OFFERS TO CONTRACT

County / Counties of Interest

City, State, Zip

Street Address

OBA #

Phone
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FROM THE GENERAL COUNSEL

Oklahoma’s Growing Demand 
for Court Reporters
By Gina Hendryx

LIKE MOST JURISDICTIONS, 
Oklahoma courts are fac-

ing a severe shortage of certified 
shorthand reporters. Demand for 
court reporters in our 77 county 
courthouses remains constant, 
but the supply of trained profes-
sionals is dwindling. According 
to the National Court Reporters 
Association (NCRA), the average 
age of current court reporters is  
55 years old, and the association 
estimates there is a shortage of 
5,000 court reporters in the United 
States. Coupled with nearing 
retirement and opportunities in  

the private sector, the supply of 
newly trained reporters cannot keep 
pace with the need in the public 
sector. There is no “quick fix” to this 
problem; however, our courts and 
local educational institutions are 
working to promote opportunities 
and programs in court reporting. 

As of April 1, there were 64 court 
reporter vacancies across the state. 
The majority of these positions are 
in rural counties that currently 
have no court reporters on staff. 
Without the ability to make an 
official record of proceedings, 
delays are inevitable, and access  
to justice is impacted. 

To address the current need 
for certified reporters in our 
county courtrooms, the Oklahoma 
Supreme Court has authorized the 
implementation of the Oklahoma 
Reporter Bank. This permits full-
time official court reporters to serve 
in a temporary capacity outside the 
administrative district where the 

reporter routinely works. The “vis-
iting reporter” may serve for trials, 
evidentiary hearings and other 
proceedings where a court reporter 
is needed, whether virtually or 
in person. To access the bank, the 
judge presiding over the matter or 
the judge’s bailiff sends a request 
to the coordinator of the Oklahoma 
Reporter Bank with information 
including the date(s) needed, the 
type of case, the matter to be heard 
and whether the reporter needs 
to be in person or may be virtual. 
Priority will be given to felony 
matters, including preliminary 
hearings and jury trials. 

If you are an attorney and need 
a court reporter for a matter, you 
should timely make your request 
to the judge presiding over the 
case in compliance with court 
rules and with sufficient notice 
that a reporter may be requested 
by the judge and then assigned 
to your matter by the bank. 
Oklahoma is fortunate to have 
experienced and dedicated official 
court reporters serving our state 
courts. They are making a differ-
ence and filling a very real void 
by willingly making themselves 
available where needed via the 
Oklahoma Reporter Bank. 

Ms. Hendryx serves as OBA  
general counsel. 



JOIN AN OBA COMMITTEE TODAY!
Get more involved in the OBA, network with colleagues and work together for the betterment of our profession and 
our communities. More than 20 active committees offer you the chance to serve in a way that is meaningful for you. 

Now is your opportunity to join other volunteer lawyers in making our association the best of its kind!

ONE ASSOCIATION         MANY OPPORTUNITIES
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

(continued from page 4)

But even then, I did not hear much 
about the history of Decoration Day.

The tradition of remembering 
and honoring the military dead 
can be traced back to ancient 
times. Over 24 centuries ago, an 
Athenian leader, Pericles, wrote of 
fallen heroes of the Peloponnesian 
War: “Not only are they commemo-
rated by columns and inscriptions, 
but there dwells also an unwritten 
memorial of them, graven not in 
stone but in the hearts of men.” 
Here in the United States, there is a 
robust debate about which com-
munity can lay claim to the first 

Decoration Day. What is undisputed 
is that Decoration Day grew out of 
the aftermath of our Civil War.

On May 5, 1868, just three years 
after the conclusion of the Civil 
War, Gen. John Logan, national 
commander of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, proclaimed in 
General Order 11, “The 30th day 
of May, 1868, is designated for the 
purpose of strewing with flowers, 
or otherwise decorating the graves 
of comrades who died in defense 
of their country during the late 
rebellion, and whose bodies now 
lie in almost every city, village and 
hamlet churchyard in the land.”

Decoration Day remained an 
acknowledgment of the Civil 
War’s fallen, both blue and gray, 
until after World War I, when the 
day became dedicated to all our 
American military who died fight-
ing in any war. It was not until 
1968 that the Uniform Monday 
Holiday Act, an act of Congress 
that amended the federal holiday 
provisions of the United States 
Code to establish the observance 
of certain holidays on Mondays, 
declared Memorial Day to be a 
national holiday. 

I lived through the transition 
of Decoration Day into Memorial 
Day but was not really touched 
by it until the first Skiatook High 
School graduate came home from 
Vietnam for burial with full mil-
itary honors. You see, I was born 
after World War II had ended and 
just at the end of what was then 
called the Korean Conflict. War 
had not touched me – until the first 
death of someone I really did not 
know but who was a part of my 
small community. It was then that 
Memorial Day took on the signifi-
cance and meaning my Boy Scout 
leaders had tried to explain to me.

Our association has a true 
desire to be supportive of the mil-
itary veterans of Oklahoma. Our 
Military Assistance Committee, led 
by former OBA Board of Governors 
member S. Shea Bracken, is active 
and always looking for ways to 
provide assistance, not just to OBA 
members who are ex-military  
but to any ex-military who might 
need our help. But all this sup-
port is directed, rightfully, to the 
living, who are also celebrated on 
Veterans Day. With Memorial Day 
coming on the cusp of the end 
of school and summer vacations, 
it is so easy for us to forget the 
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families who have been touched by 
the loss of loved ones in military 
service. I hope these comments 
will help all of us to keep foremost 
in our minds the true meaning of 
Memorial Day this year.

In closing, please visualize the 
women of Columbia, Mississippi, 
who came out in the spring of 
1867 to decorate the graves of 
the Southern soldiers who had 
fallen during the Civil War. Those 
women were moved by compas-
sion to decorate the graves of not 
just the Southern soldiers but 
also the graves of the Northern 
soldiers. These acts of compassion 
had a healing effect on a suffering 
nation still recovering from the 
Civil War that far exceeded the 
simple acts themselves. I leave 
you with a few stanzas of the 1867 
poem “The Blue and the Gray,” 
which was authored by New  
York state Judge Francis Miles 
Finch, inspired by the women  
of Columbia, Mississippi:

By the flow of the inland river,
Whence the fleets of iron have fled,
Where the blades of the grave-

grass quiver,
Asleep are the ranks of the dead:
Under the sod and the dew,
Waiting the judgment-day;
Under the one, the Blue,
Under the other, the Gray.
From the silence of sorrowful hours
The desolate mourners go,
Lovingly laden with flowers
Alike for the friend and the foe:
Under the sod and the dew,
Waiting the judgment-day,
Under the roses, the Blue,
Under the lilies, the Gray.

Sadly, but not with upbraiding,
The generous deed was done,
In the storm of the years that  

are fading
No braver battle was won:
Under the sod and the dew,
Waiting the judgment-day,
Under the blossoms, the Blue,
Under the garlands, the Gray.

No more shall the war cry sever,
Or the winding rivers be red;
They banish our anger forever
When they laurel the graves of  

our dead!
Under the sod and the dew,
Waiting the judgment-day,
Love and tears for the Blue,
Tears and love for the Gray.

Thank you for your service!

Editor’s Note: This article was adapted 
from content originally published 
in the May 2015 issue of the Tulsa 
Lawyer.
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FROM THE OBA MAP DIRECTOR

By Jim Calloway

A Few Final Words From Your 
Practice Management Advisor

IN THE SUMMER OF 1997, 
when I first reported for work 

at the OBA to develop a program 
to assist practicing lawyers, I 
certainly didn’t anticipate I would 
be retiring from the OBA 28 years 
later. But here we are. I’ll be retir-
ing at the end of May.

Retirement brings mixed emo-
tions – from the sadness of mov-
ing on to the happy anticipation 
of what’s next. But primarily, I feel 
gratitude. The relationships I have 
developed with so many lawyers 
have been rewarding, and one of 
the best things was rarely having 
to argue with other members of 
the bar. Since this is my last “Law 
Practice Tips” column, I do prom-
ise to end with some tips.

I appreciate that OBA leader-
ship trusted me to try many ideas 
over the years. After I had shut 
down my law practice and started 
in this position, I learned the task 
force that created the program 
had some not just unrealistic, 
but impossible expectations. One 
was that within a few years, the 
program would be generating so 
much consulting revenue that it 
would largely pay for itself. 

I sought an audience with then-
OBA Executive Director Marvin 
Emerson and shared my view that 
many Oklahoma lawyers didn’t 
really want the OBA in their offices. 
Even fewer would be willing to pay 

for the privilege – at least at that 
time. Mr. Emerson was a legend 
with a legendary sternness. But he 
actually chuckled in response, say-
ing, “You are probably right about 
that.” So I designed a “mostly free” 
member benefit program, writing 
an article in every bar journal, 
speaking at no charge to any county 
bar association or Oklahoma lawyer 
group that invited me, starting a 
hotline service to answer lawyers’ 
questions about law office man-
agement and technology  
and many other projects.

I had few objective qualifi-
cations for this job. Before the 
widespread use of the internet, 
I established a computer bul-
letin board system named the 
“Barrister’s Club” as a hobby. 
Lawyers calling in from other area 
codes would wait until after 11 p.m. 
to log in when the long-distance 
telephone rates were lower. Those 
on the interviewing committee 
likely thought that required more 
technical expertise than it did.

My other “qualification” was 
that I had been invited to become 
one of the OBA Family Law 
Section’s “computer nerds.” The 
late Doug Loudenback, the late 
Gary Dean and Charles Hogshead 
invited me to participate with them 
in their CLEs. It was at a Family 
Law Section CLE that I gave one 
of the first live demonstrations for 

lawyers, showing how to log in 
to the internet using a 1,200-baud 
acoustic modem we dropped a 
telephone handset into and the 
Mozilla browser. It was all text 
and no graphics, with mainly .edu 
and .gov domains and not much 
else. Because of the time spent in 
my youth reading science fiction, 
I was able to make some accurate 
predictions on what was ahead 
for the internet. 

Many will remember that Doug 
Loudenback created the Grande 
Macros, a collection of interlock-
ing WordPerfect macros that 
would draft most routine family 
law pleadings. Doug wasn’t much 
of a marketer, so we agreed that 
my department would sell them 
for him on a commission basis. 
It is interesting that, while some 
software tools for lawyers still 
struggle with perfecting auto-
mated document assembly, many 
Oklahoma family law lawyers 
had that capability decades ago, 
even though the macros have now 
faded into history.

MANDATORY CLE DOESN’T 
NEED TO BE BORING

Many lawyers today do not 
know that the requirements for 
MCLE and ethics programs arose 
from a reaction to the Watergate 
scandal, involving many lawyers 
behaving questionably or illegally. 
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As many jurisdictions enacted 
MCLE requirements, more CLE 
presentations were given across 
the nation. The early programs 
were fairly described as “like law 
school lectures, but they don’t call 
on you.” Trial lawyers were often 
the most entertaining presenters 
due to their skills.

One of my mentors, the late 
Ross Kodner of Wisconsin, told 
me the most important goal of 
teaching CLE to lawyers is to be 
energetic and entertaining. For me, 
bringing energy was relatively easy 
because I was a true believer. In a 
time when partners were telling 
associates that having a computer 
on their desk would be “unprofes-
sional,” I knew almost every law-
yer would have a computer at their 
workstation soon enough. Having 
the freedom to try new things was 
good for me and the OBA mem-
bers. I got my first Gmail address 
when you had to be invited to get 
one. I learned about Facebook at 
ABA TECHSHOW and created an 
account within days. I set up a law 
blog, Jim Calloway’s Law Practice 
Tips, when it was a cutting-edge 
thing for lawyers to do. (The blog 
hasn’t been updated recently, but I 
may relaunch it in retirement with 
a new focus.)

ALTERNATIVE BILLING 
BOOKS AND SO MANY 
PODCASTS

My friend, Oklahoma City 
lawyer Mark Robertson, recruited 
me to co-author our first Winning 
Alternatives to the Billable Hour book 
for the ABA. Mark knew we shared 
the belief that technology and 
business process advances would 
force at least some law firm migra-
tion from purely hourly billing.1 He 
met me in the hall during an ABA 
meeting, told me the committee had 
approved the book proposal and 
invited me to co-author it with him.

Another good friend, Sharon 
Nelson, and I launched the Digital 
Edge: Lawyers and Technology pod-
cast, and we produced 189 monthly 
episodes. For the first few episodes, 
Sharon’s husband, John W. Simek, 
did all the postproduction work. 
Legal Talk Network later stepped 
in to do our hosting and produc-
tion. Our annual “Tech Toys for the 
Holidays” episode was our most 
popular and was referenced in the 
ABA Journal several times. I was 
also a guest on many podcasts over 
the years. Even though our pod-
cast has been retired, Legal Talk 
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Network still hosts several great 
podcasts targeted at lawyers. 

THOUGHTS ON ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE

The impact of AI over the next 
few years is going to be greater than 
most readers anticipate. The fact 
that lawyers first got into trou-
ble using AI to write briefs was a 
lawyer competency issue, not a 
technology issue. Just read all the 
cases you cite. Hallucinations were 
a known possibility with those AI 
tools. There were articles and posts 
documenting this issue, but not 
necessarily where lawyers nor-
mally read. Everyone was talking 
about ChatGPT. Some research was 
required to understand the caution-
ary aspects. The OBA Management 
Assistance Program received many 
inquiries about AI tools. We are 
proud to have presented many 
CLE programs on the ethics of 
using AI and possible drawbacks 
and to have put on an AI confer-
ence this past summer.2

AI is not as new in legal cir-
cles as some believe. At one time, 
litigation (with a huge number of 
documents) involved manual doc-
ument review. Firms hired young 
lawyers solely for the uninspiring 
work of spending day after day 
manually reading documents to 
deem them as “relevant” or not. 
But soon, those lawyers doing doc-
ument review would be replaced 
as firms moved to predictive cod-
ing, also known as technology- 
assisted review (TAR). 

A lawyer once told me the idea 
of AI doing document summa-
ries gave her a negative physical 
reaction. She would be haunted 
by the idea that the summary left 
out something important. But the 
young lawyers crammed in a ware-
house doing document summaries 
all day were not perfect either, while 
e-discovery tools allowed you to use 
multiple queries on the evidence.

For a lawyer in private practice, 
using AI to review and summa-
rize documents will be an import-
ant part of law practice, even if 
you are not involved in e-discovery.  
Just imagine asking your AI to 
draft a motion for summary judg-
ment using a certain fact pattern – 
but to only reference the forms in 
your MFSJ file, which contains all 
the motions you have drafted over 
the years, plus a few from oppos-
ing counsel. The odds of halluci-
nations are vastly reduced.

Let me note again that I believe 
a $30 per month subscription for 
Microsoft Copilot is a great value. 
One paragraph in this column read 
a bit awkwardly, and I was having 
trouble repairing it. I highlighted 
the paragraph and selected “Auto 
Rewrite” in Copilot. In seconds, AI 
gave me a much-improved para-
graph with a one-third reduction  
in length. 

Your vLex Fastcase legal 
research member benefit has a tool 
called Vincent AI. It is available 
via a separate subscription of $360 
per month, which is discounted 
from its retail price of $400. OBA 
members can receive a free three-
day trial with Vincent. I would 
encourage you to wait until you 
have some big legal research 

projects and clear your schedule 
to give Vincent a dedicated three-
day try. Vincent provides flexible 
subscriptions. You can subscribe 
on a month-to-month basis or just 
for one month with no annual 
subscription required.

A TIP FOR YOUNG LAWYERS
When I co-taught a class at the 

OU College of Law on setting up 
a law practice a few years ago, I 
was surprised that most of the 
students’ business plans involved 
transactional practices, and many 
told me they had a goal of never 
going to the local courthouse. 
Since then, I’ve received similar 
feedback from other law students 
and young lawyers. 

I will break my self-imposed 
rule about not lecturing lawyers 
on what they should and should 
not do to say that young lawyers 
should appreciate the value of 
courthouses and courtrooms for 
society and their careers. Legal 
deserts exist where there are not 
enough lawyers, leading to severe 
consequences for many people that 
often happen in court, placing their 
families, their freedom and their 
finances at risk. Generally, many 
do not require the most experi-
enced lawyers, just one committed 

Appearing in courthouses regularly also helps 
your career: You meet other lawyers, receive 
referrals and connect with experienced mentors. 
It is also fulfilling to help someone avoid or 
mitigate a personal disaster.
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to helping them. Appearing in 
courthouses regularly also helps 
your career: You meet other law-
yers, receive referrals and connect 
with experienced mentors. It is also 
fulfilling to help someone avoid or 
mitigate a personal disaster.

TIPS FOR KEEPING UP WITH 
LEGAL TECH

There are resources online 
to learn about legal technology. 
Vendors will, of course, put their 
product’s best foot forward with 
their content. But my friend Bob 
Ambrogi’s blog Law Sites3 is widely 
considered the “go-to” source 
for legal technology news. His 
journalistic background shines 
through. His recent feature outlin-
ing how most small-firm practice 
management tools are now con-
solidated under one of six own-
ership groups is a great example. 
Subscribe or visit regularly.

Catherine Sanders Reach, 
director of the Center for Practice 
Management for the North 
Carolina Bar Association, writes 
great original content on legal tech 
and practice management. Anyone 
can subscribe4 to receive regular 
summaries and links to her writ-
ing, as well as links to other online 
content she finds useful.

ONE MILLION THANKS
So many deserve my appre-

ciation. In addition to the ABA 
TECHSHOW gang, I’ve benefited 
from my association with my 
colleagues at the ABA Law Practice 
Division, the National Association of 
Bar Executives, my close colleagues 
who are fellow practice management 
advisors across the U.S. and Canada 
and, of course, my co-workers here 
at the OBA, past and present. 

John Morris Williams was the 
OBA executive director for many 
years, leading the association 
through many interesting times. He 
supported my endeavors and often 

grilled me with pointed questions. 
That was far better than hearing 
difficult questions for the first time 
in front of a room full of lawyers.

OBA Executive Director Janet 
Johnson has been a great source 
of support and good advice. The 
OBA is lucky to have her leader-
ship. One cannot overstate the joy 
she brings to the workplace. 

My team, MAP Assistant Nickie 
Day and Practice Management 
Advisor Julie Bays, is excellent. 
Nickie is the best and most 
organized assistant I’ve ever had 
during my legal career, which was 
valuable as I kept hatching new 
ideas. She kept us all organized 
with our schedules. Julie received 
so much positive feedback on 
her great job as the 2025 ABA 
TECHSHOW co-chair. Her knowl-
edge of practice management soft-
ware is particularly important for 
new lawyers setting up a practice 
or firms contemplating a change 
of practice management software 
tools. I have certainly benefited 
from her candid counsel. 

Thanks to all of you, Oklahoma 
lawyers. I was always so proud 
when conference vendors told  
me after conferences how well- 
informed our lawyers were about 
legal technology products and 
services. Whether you’ve read 
my column, seen a CLE I taught, 
attended the Solo & Small Firm 
Conference or we’ve discussed 
your questions via phone or email, 
I hope you benefited. I certainly 
did. I was able to work at a job I 
truly loved for a long time.

Mr. Calloway is the OBA Management 
Assistance Program director. Need 
a quick answer to a tech problem or 
help solving a management dilemma? 
Contact him at 405-416-7008,  
800-522-8060 or jimc@okbar.org 
(until the end of May). It’s a free 
member benefit.

ENDNOTES
1. I will concede that we all underestimated 

the tenacity of the legal profession in hanging on 
to the billable hour far longer than we would have 
thought. Maybe AI will finally be the tipping point. 
But maybe it won’t.

2. https://bit.ly/3YKEjIl
3. www.lawnext.com.
4. https://bit.ly/42KxgRc.
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS ACTIONS

Meeting Summaries

The Oklahoma Bar Association Board 
of Governors met Feb. 21.

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT
President Williams reported 

he finalized his March president’s 
message for the Oklahoma Bar 
Journal and attended the Southern 
Conference of Bar Presidents 
Mid-Year Meeting, the National 
Conference of Bar Presidents Mid-
Year Meeting and the American 
Bar Association House of Delegates 
Mid-Year Meeting. He conferred 
with Executive Director Johnson 
and General Counsel Hendryx on 
pending association litigation and 
reviewed legal bills from outside 
counsel regarding the litigation. 
He assisted Executive Director 
Johnson and the Legal Internship 
Committee in revising the licensed 
legal intern oath, and he attended 
the Membership Engagement 
Committee February meeting. He 
coordinated with the Seminole 
County Bar Association for a CLE 
presentation for their Law Day 
meeting and began research for  
the presentation.

REPORT OF THE 
PRESIDENT-ELECT

President-Elect Peckio reported 
she attended the roast of out-
going YLD chair Laura Talbert, 
the National Association of Bar 
Executives and National Conference 
of Bar Presidents Mid-Year Meeting 
and the Southern Conference of 
Bar Presidents Mid-Year Meeting. 
She also attended the Investment 
Committee Meeting and an 
Executive Committee meeting.

REPORT OF THE  
VICE PRESIDENT

Vice President White reported  
he attended the Annual Convention 
of the International Association of 
Commercial Collectors in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico.

REPORT OF THE  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Executive Director Johnson 
reported she attended the roast of 
outgoing YLD Chair Laura Talbert 
and an East Central University 
Foundation luncheon and CLE 
recognizing Chief Justice Rowe. 
She also participated in a National 
Association of Bar Executives pro-
spective partnership discussion. 
She attended the mid-year meet-
ings of the National Association 
of Bar Executives, the National 
Conference of Bar Presidents and 
the Southern Conference of Bar 
Presidents. She worked on the 
implementation of strategic plan 
specifics with Marcy Cottle and 
Administration Director Brumit, 
communicated with Director of 
Judicial Education Felice Hamilton 
on combined summer conferences 
and worked on details for the 
Second Annual Oklahoma Chief 
Justice Colloquium on Civility 
and Ethics with Ms. Hamilton and 
Educational Programs Director 
McCormick. She had meetings 
with Rep. Michelle McCane on 
pending forms legislation, ISG 
to discuss server update status, 
General Counsel Hendryx and 
President Williams to discuss 
pending litigation matters and 
the Oklahoma Highway Patrol 

to discuss security measures at 
the bar center. She worked with 
the Legal Internship Committee 
and President Williams on updat-
ing the licensed legal intern oath 
and reviewed pending legislation 
related to regulating the prac-
tice of law and the administra-
tion of justice. She attended the 
Legislative Monitoring Committee 
meeting, the Membership 
Engagement Committee meeting 
and the AI and Access to Justice 
CLE provided by the ABA. She 
worked on her March Oklahoma 
Bar Journal article and attended the 
Investment Committee Meeting.

REPORT OF THE IMMEDIATE 
PAST PRESIDENT

Past President Pringle reported 
he attended the mid-year meetings 
of the National Conference of Bar 
Presidents, the Southern Conference 
of Bar Presidents and the ABA 
House of Delegates. He presented 
on a panel regarding the rule of law 
at the National Conference of Bar 
Presidents meeting. He also chaired 
the OBA Investment Committee 
meeting and reviewed legal bills 
from outside counsel.

BOARD MEMBER REPORTS
Governor Barker reported he 

attended the Garfield County Bar 
Association meeting. Governor 
Cooper reported he attended the 
Oklahoma County Bar Association 
Winter Seminar and is plan-
ning to attend meetings of the 
Bar Center Facilities Committee 
and the Military Assistance 
Committee. Governor Dodoo 
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reported she attended the Law 
Schools Committee meeting and 
the Bench and Bar Committee 
meeting. Governor Hixon 
reported he attended the Law Day 
Committee meeting and the Tulsa 
County Bar Association Board 
of Directors meeting. Governor 
Knott reported she attended the 
Canadian County Bar Association 
January meeting. Governor 
Locke reported he attended the 
Muskogee County Bar Association 
meeting and the Membership 
Engagement Committee meeting. 
He also met with members of the 
Mayes County Bar Association 
and encouraged them to resume 
monthly meetings post-pandemic. 
Governor Oldfield reported he 
reviewed the Disaster Response 
and Relief Committee orientation 
packet. Governor Rogers reported 
he attended the TU College of 
Law Alumni Association board 
meeting. Governor Thurman 
reported he attended the CARE 
Cottage Child Advocacy Center 
fundraising event and the Pontotoc 
County Bar Association officers’ 
meeting, and he is planning to 
attend the Pontotoc County Drug 
Free Coalition Gala. Governor 
West reported he attended the 
Cleveland County Bar Association 
Executive Board meeting and a 
monthly meeting and happy hour 
social event, presented the OBA 
Outstanding Senior Law Student 
Award at the OU College of Law 
and served as a panelist judge for 
the Oklahoma High School Mock 
Trial competition.

REPORT OF THE YOUNG 
LAWYERS DIVISION

Governor Venus reported the 
YLD met in January and assem-
bled bar exam survival kits.

REPORT OF THE  
GENERAL COUNSEL

General Counsel Hendryx 
reported the Professional 
Responsibility Commission 
and Professional Responsibility 
Tribunal reports were submitted 
to the Supreme Court on Feb. 7. 
She provided an overview of the 
reports and added that they are 
available in the March issue of the 
Oklahoma Bar Journal and on the 
OBA website. A written report of 
PRC actions and OBA disciplinary 
matters for the month was submit-
ted to the board for its review.

BOARD LIAISON REPORTS
President-Elect Peckio reported 

the Investment Committee is 
now led by Past President Pringle. 
He is implementing more fre-
quent meetings – at least quarterly 
rather than yearly. Vice President 
White said the Professionalism 
Committee has identified a new 
chair, Chad W. P. Kelliher, who 
will be appointed later during the 
meeting. Governor Barker said 
the Awards Committee will hold 
its first meeting of the year on 
March 7. Governor Hixon reported 
the Law Day Committee met 
at the Oklahoma Bar Center in 
February to judge the student art 
contest entries. The committee is 
also recruiting Spanish-speaking 

attorneys for each May 1 Ask 
A Lawyer shift in Oklahoma 
and Tulsa counties. Governor 
Locke said the Membership 
Engagement Committee is work-
ing on reaching out to law schools 
and completing free legal informa-
tion brochures updates. Governor 
Dodoo reported the Bench and 
Bar Committee is planning a lun-
cheon for presiding judges, which 
will likely take place in March, as 
well as two to three CLE presen-
tations this year. She also said the 
Law Schools Committee is work-
ing on scheduling site visits.

OBA WEBSITE  
DESIGN AGREEMENT

The board passed a motion 
to approve a Bar Association 
Technology Committee recom-
mendation to contract with a 
third-party professional website 
design company to assist with a 
refresh of the association’s main 
website, www.okbar.org.

LAWYERS HELPING LAWYERS 
2024 ANNUAL REPORT

Chair Scott B. Goode reviewed 
the committee’s 2024 annual 
minutes and report. Highlights 
included the receipt of grant 
funding for the Lawyers Helping 
Lawyers Foundation, which will 
expand the committee’s efforts. 
The funds have been used to gain 
membership to the Oklahoma 
Center for Nonprofits, and in the 
future, they will be used to create 
a strategic plan and a job descrip-
tion for a founding executive 
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director. An additional highlight 
was a contract update with services 
provider A Change to Change; the 
individual six-session limit has 
been amended to include up to 12 
group sessions to address the long 
waiting list for individual sessions.

PRESIDENT WILLIAMS’ 
APPOINTMENTS

The board approved a motion to 
approve the following appointments:

 � Oklahoma MCLE 
Commission: Kimberly 
Hays, Tulsa, as chairperson 
with a term beginning  
Jan. 1, 2025, and expir-
ing Dec. 31, 2027. He also 
appoints Johnathan Louis 
Rogers, Tulsa, and Brian R. 
Matula, Oklahoma City, to 
terms beginning Jan. 1, 2025, 
and expiring Dec. 31, 2027.

President Williams also made 
the following appointments that 
did not require board approval:

 � Standing Committee –  
Bar Center Facilities: 
President Williams appoints 
Chairperson Cody Cooper, 
Oklahoma City, with a term 
beginning Jan. 1, 2025, and 
expiring Dec. 31, 2025.

 � Standing Committee – 
Cannabis Law: President 
Williams appoints 
Chairperson Felina Noelle 
Rivera-Brown, Oklahoma 
City, with a term beginning 
Jan. 1, 2025, and expiring 
Dec. 31, 2025.

 � Standing Committee – 
Legislative Monitoring 
Committee: President 
Williams appoints 
Co-Chairperson Cooper 
Brett Robinson, Oklahoma 
City, with a term beginning 

Jan. 1, 2025, and expiring 
Dec. 31, 2025.

 � Standing Committee – 
Membership Engagement: 
President Williams 
appoints Co-Chairperson 
April J. Moaning, 
Oklahoma City, and 
Co-Chairperson Timothy E. 
DeClerck, Enid, with terms 
beginning Jan. 1, 2025, and 
expiring Dec. 31, 2025.

 � Standing Committee – 
Professionalism: President 
Williams appoints 
Chairperson Chad W. P. 
Kelliher, Oklahoma City, 
with a term beginning  
Jan. 1, 2025, and expiring 
Dec. 31, 2025.

REPORT ON  
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Legislative Liaison Clay Taylor 
briefed the board on the first 
three weeks of the 60th Oklahoma 
Legislature’s first regular session, 
and he described the specific mea-
sures related to the practice of law 
the OBA is tracking.

RESOLUTION SUMMARY 
FROM THE ABA MID-YEAR 
MEETING

Oklahoma Delegate William H. 
Hoch explained there is a split del-
egation for Oklahoma in the ABA 
House of Delegates (members 
from voluntary county bar associ-
ations and the mandatory state bar 
association), which impacts OBA 
participation due to germaneness 
requirements. The ABA House of 
Delegates leadership is aware, and 
progress is being made in find-
ing a solution. He also reviewed 
items that were passed, including 
Resolution 200, several resolu-
tions related to legal education 
and immigration and a resolution 
to encourage federal, state, local, 

tribal, etc. courts to adopt policies 
regarding security measures. He 
discussed the need for older court-
houses across the state to have 
secure and separate entrances 
for judges. He encouraged board 
members to come to him with 
thoughts on the germaneness of 
the resolutions. President Williams 
discussed having a pre-ABA 
House of Delegates meeting with 
Oklahoma delegates.

UPCOMING OBA AND 
COUNTY BAR EVENTS – 2025

President Williams reviewed 
upcoming bar-related events and 
activities, including OBA Day at 
the Capitol and upcoming board 
meetings.

The Oklahoma Bar Association Board 
of Governors met March 24.

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT
President Williams reported 

he attended the Tulsa County 
Bar Association Past Presidents’ 
Luncheon and meeting, the Boy 
Scouts of America Annual Indian 
Nations Council Leadership 
Luncheon and the Membership 
Engagement Committee March 
meeting. He wrote the April pres-
ident’s article for the Oklahoma Bar 
Journal, participated in and pre-
sented at the orientation for new 
Board of Governors members, 
participated in Board of Governors 
Executive Committee meetings 
to discuss proposed legislation 
that will affect the practice of law 
and prepared for OBA Day at the 
Capitol and contacted various 
legislative members to express 
concerns regarding proposed leg-
islation. He worked with Executive 
Director Johnson to draft a mes-
sage to members regarding 
proposed legislation affecting 
the practice of law; he sought the 
Board of Governors’ approval 
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and directed the transmission 
of the message to membership. 
He also worked with Oklahoma 
Bar Foundation representatives 
to prioritize legal desert counties 
for contact by the OBA, and he 
worked on presidential appoint-
ments and nominations. 

REPORT OF THE 
PRESIDENT-ELECT

President-Elect Peckio reported 
she attended the Bar Leadership 
Institute in Chicago and the 
Oklahoma Bar Foundation Board 
of Trustees March meeting. She 
reviewed and approved legal 
services invoices for the OBA, and 
she taped a “Between Two Weeds” 
CLE program for OBA CLE.

REPORT OF THE  
VICE PRESIDENT

Vice President White reported 
he attended the Tulsa County 
Bar Association monthly board 
meeting, where he presented the 
professionalism moment.

REPORT OF THE  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Executive Director Johnson 
reported she attended the Bar 
Center Facilities Committee meet-
ing and the swearing-in ceremony 
for Chief Justice Dustin Rowe and 
Vice Chief Justice Dana Kuehn. 
She met with Oklahoma Indian 
Legal Services Executive Director 
Stephanie Hudson and worked 
on building security issues to 
obtain vendor service quotes. 
She attended the OBA Awards 
Committee meeting, the YLD 
meeting, the Solo & Small Firm 
Conference staff preplanning 
and logistical meetings and the 
Oklahoma High School Mock Trial 
Championship at the OU College 
of Law Dick Bell Courtroom. She 
met with strategic planner Marcy 
Cottle to discuss the upcoming  
needs assessments for the 

implementation phase of strategic 
planning. She toured conference 
space at the OKANA Resort and 
event space at the First Americans 
Museum, and she has a meet-
ing planned with Phil Fraim of 
OAMIC to discuss Solo & Small 
Firm Conference sponsorship 
opportunities. She attended the 
OBA staff quarterly anniversary 
and birthday celebration, the Bar 
Leadership Institute in Chicago 
and a meeting of the Oklahoma 
Bar Journal Board of Editors. She 
also met with FBI Special Agent 
Stanley to discuss cybersecurity 
and ransomware outreach train-
ing opportunities.

REPORT OF THE IMMEDIATE 
PAST PRESIDENT

Past President Pringle reported 
he reviewed and discussed pro-
posed legislation relating to the 
practice of law. He also attended 
a Bar Center Facilities Committee 
meeting and a meeting of the 
Solo and Small Firm Conference 
Planning Committee.

BOARD MEMBER REPORTS
Governor Barbush reported he 

attended the swearing-in ceremony 
and reception for Chief Justice 
Dustin Rowe, and he submitted 
materials related to his candidacy 
for OBA president-elect, includ-
ing three nominating petitions. 
Governor Barker reported he 
attended the Awards Committee 
meeting and the Garfield County 
Bar Association lunch meeting. 
Governor Cooper reported he 
attended the Bar Center Facilities 
Committee meeting and revised 
related documents with the archi-
tect. He also attended several 
Oklahoma County Bar Association 
meetings for the Board of Directors 
and Executive Committee, and 
he coordinated with the Military 
Assistance Committee related to 
the most recent committee meeting 

and planned upcoming activities. 
Governor Dodoo reported she is 
planning to attend the upcoming 
Law Schools Committee meet-
ing. Governor Hixon reported he 
attended the Law Day Committee 
meeting as well as the Tulsa 
County Bar Association Past 
Presidents’ Luncheon and Board 
of Directors meeting. Governor 
Knott reported she attended the 
Canadian County Bar Association 
meeting. Governor Locke reported 
he attended the Membership 
Engagement Committee meet-
ing and a Muskogee County Bar 
Association meeting. Governor 
Oldfield reported he received 
proposed rule changes approved 
by the Legal Internship Committee 
to be discussed during this meet-
ing. Governor Rogers reported he 
attended the TU College of Law 
Gala and Hall of Fame ceremony. 
Governor Thurman reported he 
attended the Pontotoc County 
Drug Free Coalition Gala, the 
swearing-in ceremony and recep-
tion for Chief Justice Rowe, the East 
Central University Law Day pre-
sentation and the Pontotoc County 
Sheriff’s reception. Governor 
Trevillion reported he attended the 
Access to Justice Committee meet-
ing, the Oklahoma County Bar 
Association board meeting and the 
ABA Section of Taxation Mid-Year 
Meeting. Governor West reported 
he attended the Cleveland County 
Bar Association Executive Board 
meeting and monthly membership 
meeting.

REPORT OF THE YOUNG 
LAWYERS DIVISION

Governor Venus reported he 
attended an Oklahoma County 
Bar Association YLD event.
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REPORT OF THE  
GENERAL COUNSEL

A written report of PRC actions 
and OBA disciplinary matters for 
the month was submitted to the 
board for its review.

2024 PRC AND PRT  
ANNUAL REPORTS

General Counsel Hendryx 
presented highlights from the 
reports that were submitted to the 
Supreme Court in February and 
published in the March 2025 issue 
of the Oklahoma Bar Journal. She 
noted that in 2024, 1,081 griev-
ances were received against 818 
lawyers, which represents fewer 
than 5% of members.

BOARD LIAISON REPORTS
President-Elect Peckio said 

the Investment Committee met 
recently and is reviewing the 
investment policy to align with 
current organizational goals. Past 
President Pringle reported the 
Solo and Small Firm Conference 
Planning Committee is meeting 
regularly, and a sub-committee 
 is developing programming. 
Governor Oldfield reported the 
Legal Internship Committee 
met recently. Governor Barbush 
reported the Cannabis Law 
Committee met and is discussing 

transitioning into a section. It is 
also working to establish best 
practices for cannabis law practi-
tioners and developing a CLE. He 
also said the Lawyers Helping 
Lawyers Assistance Program 
Committee is meeting regularly. 
Governor Cooper reported the Bar 
Center Facilities Committee is 
discussing the roof and bar center 
entryway, which are currently 
being reconfigured, and pricing 
estimates are forthcoming. He 
also said the Military Assistance 
Committee is meeting regularly 
and would like to partner on an 
upcoming Wills for Heroes event 
that is being planned for August in 
Durant. Governor Barker said the 
Awards Committee met and estab-
lished deadlines for submitting 
nominations during the upcom-
ing awards cycle and discussed 
a recommendation to rename the 
OBA Trailblazer Award to honor 
recently retired Justice Yvonne 
Kauger. Governor Hixon reported 
the Law Day Committee met in 
March, and a ceremony to recog-
nize the student contest winners 
is scheduled for April 2. Governor 
Locke said the Membership 
Engagement Committee contin-
ues to work on updating public 
service brochures and is work-
ing on developing partnerships 

with state law schools. Governor 
Thurman reported the Bench 
and Bar Committee recently 
held a well-attended luncheon at 
Faculty House. Governor Knott 
said the Legislative Monitoring 
Committee has met, and its 
planned Day at the Capitol event 
will be held the following day. 
Governor Rogers reported the 
Clients’ Security Fund Committee 
has a meeting scheduled for 
April. Governor Trevillion said 
the Access to Justice Committee 
met recently and is discussing this 
year’s Access to Justice Summit as 
well as a CLE to be held during 
the upcoming Solo & Small Firm 
Conference. Governor Dodoo said 
the Law Schools Committee is 
conducting site visits; the OCU 
School of Law visit has already 
taken place, and the visits to the 
OU and TU law schools are com-
ing up. Reports and findings are 
expected by the end of April. 

JUDICIAL NOMINATING 
COMMISSION ELECTIONS 
PROCEDURE

The board passed a motion to 
approve procedures pertaining 
to this year’s Judicial Nominating 
Commission elections in districts 
3 and 4, as those districts existed 
in 1967.

Governor Barbush reported the Cannabis Law 
Committee met and is discussing transitioning 
into a section. It is also working to establish best 
practices for cannabis law practitioners and 
developing a CLE.
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
AND THE OBA

The board tabled consideration 
of a proposal to create a relevant 
subsection under the Law Office 
Management and Technology Section.

AWARDS COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION TO 
RENAME OBA TRAILBLAZER 
AWARD

The board passed a motion to 
approve renaming the award as the 
Yvonne Kauger Trailblazer Award.

LICENSED LEGAL INTERNSHIP 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED 
RULES CHANGES

The board passed a motion 
to approve the recommended 
changes related to updating lan-
guage in the rules describing the 
Board of Bar Examiners as well as 
certain requirements pertaining to 
character and fitness.

REPORT ON  
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Legislative Liaison Clay Taylor 
briefed the board on the first 
months of the 60th Oklahoma 
Legislature’s first regular session, 
including upcoming legislative 
deadlines and the advancement 
of certain legislation that pro-
poses to eliminate the Oklahoma 
Judicial Nominating Commission, 
alter its composition or impose 
changes to who may serve as a 
judge or justice in Oklahoma.

PRESIDENT WILLIAMS’ 
APPOINTMENTS

The board approved a motion to 
approve the following appointments:

 � Clients’ Security Fund: 
President Williams reap-
points Chairperson Micheal 
Salem, Norman, with a term 
beginning Jan. 1, 2025, and 
expiring Dec. 31, 2025. He 
reappoints Vice Chairperson 

Peggy Stockwell, Norman, 
with a term beginning Jan. 1,  
2025, and expiring Dec. 31, 
2025. He appoints Bradley J. 
Brown, Tulsa, as a member, 
with a term beginning Jan. 1,  
2025, and expiring Dec. 31, 
2027.

F
President Williams also made 

the following appointments that 
did not require board approval:

 � Legal Ethics Advisory 
Panel (LEAP): President 
Williams reappoints 
Chairperson Steven K. 
Balman, Tulsa, with a term 
beginning Jan. 1, 2025, and 
expiring Dec. 31, 2025. To 
the Oklahoma City panel, 
he reappoints Susan Bussey, 
Norman; Paige Masters, 
Edmond; and Rex Travis, 
Oklahoma City, to terms 
beginning Jan. 1, 2025, and 
expiring Dec. 31, 2027. To the 
Tulsa panel, he reappoints 
Leonard Pataki, Tulsa, and 
Mbilike Mwafulirwal, Tulsa, 
to terms beginning Jan. 1, 
2025, and expiring Dec. 31, 
2027.

 � Investment Committee: 
President Williams appoints 
Richard D. White Jr., Tulsa, 
as a member, with a term 
beginning Jan. 1, 2025, and 
expiring Dec. 31, 2027.

 � Solo and Small Firm 
Conference Planning 
Committee: President 
Williams reappoints 
Chairperson Elaine Dowling, 
Oklahoma City, with a term 
beginning Jan. 1, 2025, and 
expiring Dec. 31, 2025. He 
appoints Vice Chairperson 
Laurie Jane Phillips, Tulsa, 
with a term beginning Jan. 1,  
2025, and expiring Dec. 31, 
2025.

UPCOMING OBA AND 
COUNTY BAR EVENTS – 2025

President Williams reviewed 
upcoming bar-related events and 
activities involving the Board of 
Governors, including OBA Day at 
the Capitol scheduled for March 25  
in Oklahoma City, a joint recep-
tion with the Tulsa County Bar 
Association scheduled for April 18  
in Tulsa, the New Attorney 
Admission Ceremony scheduled 
for April 29 at St. Luke’s Methodist 
Church in Oklahoma City and the 
statewide celebration of Law Day 
on May 1.

NEXT BOARD MEETING 
The Board of Governors met 

in April, and a summary of those 
actions will be published in the 
Oklahoma Bar Journal once the min-
utes are approved. The next board 
meeting will be held virtually on 
Friday, May 16.
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BAR FOUNDATION NEWS

Connection Crates:  
A Collaborative Effort  
By OBF Grantees

CHILDREN IN THE FOSTER 
care system often face emo-

tional and psychological chal-
lenges due to family separation. 
Recognizing this, two Oklahoma 
Bar Foundation grantees have 
come together to create a compas-
sionate solution. Tulsa Lawyers for 
Children, a dedicated nonprofit 
advocating for children in the 
foster care system, has launched 
an innovative program called 
Connection Crates in partnership 
with The Parent Child Center of 
Tulsa Safe Babies.

Connection Crates are thought-
fully designed to help children in 
out-of-home placements maintain a 
meaningful connection with their 
biological parents, particularly in 
situations where frequent visitation 
is not possible. The crates include 
personalized items – such as heart-
beat recordings, voice messages 
and sensory objects – that provide 
comfort and a sense of continuity 
for children navigating the chal-
lenges of family separation.

By bridging the emotional gap 
between parents and children, 
Connection Crates offer a sense 
of security and reassurance. Each 
crate serves as a tangible reminder 
of a parent’s love, reducing trauma 
and supporting the child’s emo-
tional well-being.

Kalan Chapman Lloyd, executive  
director of Tulsa Lawyers for Children, 

emphasized the importance of 
maintaining the parent-child bond. 
“My hope is that these children 
associate with this warmth and 
goodness from their parents that 
they don’t necessarily have access 
to on a daily basis.” The heartfelt 
initiative reflects Tulsa Lawyers for 

Children’s commitment to advo-
cating for children’s best interests 
and supporting family connections 
during difficult transitions.

Through their partnership, 
these organizations address the 
emotional needs of children while 
reinforcing the role of parents in 

Tulsa Lawyers for Children Executive Director Kalan Chapman Lloyd showcases 
a Connection Crate, a heartfelt initiative designed to help foster children maintain 
bonds with their biological parents.
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their lives. Tulsa Safe Babies, an 
initiative focused on enhancing 
outcomes for infants and tod-
dlers in the foster care system, 
provides critical resources and 
support to ensure the success of 
Connection Crates.

The collaboration between 
Tulsa Lawyers for Children and 
The Parent Child Center of Tulsa 
exemplifies the power of commu-
nity-driven solutions. The OBF’s 
support has been instrumental 
in bringing this initiative to life, 

demonstrating the 
foundation’s dedica-
tion to supporting 
programs that 
create lasting, positive change in 
Oklahoma’s communities.

Connection Crates are more than 
just a program; they represent hope, 
resilience and the enduring bond 
between parents and children. As 
the initiative grows, Tulsa Lawyers 
for Children and The Parent Child 
Center of Tulsa remain committed 
to expanding its reach, ensuring 

that more children in foster care can 
experience the comfort and connec-
tion they deserve.

The OBF is proud to support 
these innovative partnerships that 
foster meaningful change. Learn 
more about Connection Crates 
and other OBF-supported initia-
tives by following us on Facebook, 
Instagram and LinkedIn.

Above: From left Kim Parker, vice president of therapeutic and 
family services at The Parent Child Center of Tulsa; Andrea Prokop, 
director of development at Tulsa Lawyers for Children; and Tery 
DeShong, director of special projects at The Parent Child Center  
of Tulsa, display the meaningful contents of Connection Crates.

Right: Connection Crates include personalized items that provide 
comfort and a sense of continuity for children navigating the challenges 
of family separation.
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CONNECT WITH THE OBA 
THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 

Are you following the OBA 
on social media? Keep up to date 
on future CLE, upcoming events 
and the latest information about 
the Oklahoma legal community. 
Connect with us on LinkedIn, 
Facebook and Instagram.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

THE BAR JOURNAL TAKES A 
SUMMER BREAK

The Oklahoma Bar Journal 
theme issues are taking a short 
break. The next issue, Labor & 
Employment, will be published in 
August. You will still receive the 
digital Courts & More issues with 
court material and news every 
Wednesday in June and July.  
Have a safe and happy summer!

NOTICE: JUDICIAL NOMINATING COMMISSION ELECTIONS
Nominating petitions for election as members of the Judicial Nominating 

Commission from Congressional Districts 3 and 4 (as they existed in 1967) 
will be accepted by OBA Executive Director Janet Johnson until 5 p.m.,  
May 16, 2025. Ballots will be mailed June 6, 2025, and must be received at 
the Oklahoma Bar Center by 5 p.m. on June 20, 2025. Ballots will be opened, 
tabulated and certiGed, and election results will be posted on June 23, 2025. 
Members can download nominating petition forms at www.okbar.org/jnc. 

WELCOME, NEW BAR MEMBERS
New bar admittees took their Oath of Attorney on Tuesday, April 29, at 

St. Luke’s Methodist Church in Oklahoma City. The oath was administered 
by Chief Justice Dustin P. Rowe. Following the swearing-in, individuals 
signed the roll of attorneys before joining their friends and families for 
photos. The Oklahoma Bar Association is proud to welcome this group of 
new attorney members! To view the photo gallery, visit the OBA Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/okbarassociation.

The OBA encourages these new attorney members (and all members 
sworn in for the Grst time within the last 10 years) to get involved with 
the Young Lawyers Division. All members of the OBA in good standing 
who were Grst admitted to the practice of law in the past 10 years are 
automatically YLD members, regardless of age. Learn more about the 
YLD at www.okbar.org/yld.

TRAVIS JETT OF WOODWARD APPOINTED 
TO OKLAHOMA SUPREME COURT

Travis Jett has been appointed to the Oklahoma 
Supreme Court by Gov. Stitt, Glling the vacancy 
left by Justice Yvonne Kauger. He is a fourth- 
generation Oklahoman who grew up in northwest 
Oklahoma. He practiced with several law Grms 
in Oklahoma City before returning to north-
west Oklahoma to practice with Hodgden Law 
Firm. He previously served as the National FFA 
Organization president and has served as pres-
ident of the Woodward County Bar Association 
since 2023. He received his B.S. from OSU in 2008 and his J.D. from the 
Georgetown University Law Center in 2011. He has been active with 
the Oklahoma County Bar Association, the Oklahoma City Chapter of 
the Federal Bar Association, the Federalist Society and the Oklahoma 
FFA Alumni Council and is currently active with the Woodward First 
Methodist Church. He lives with his wife and two children in Woodward. 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN 
FOR THE 2025 SOVEREIGNTY 
SYMPOSIUM

This year’s 
Sovereignty 
Symposium 
will be held 
June 12-13 at the 
OKANA Resort 
in Oklahoma City. 
The event is presented by the OCU 
School of Law. Contact Jennifer 
Stevenson at jsstevenson@okcu.edu  
for sponsor information, and visit 
www.sovereigntysymposium.com to 
register and learn more about the event.
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JUDGE LUMPKIN RECOGNIZED FOR 50-YEAR MILESTONE
Presiding Judge Gary L. Lumpkin 

of the Oklahoma Court of Criminal 
Appeals was presented with his 
50-year anniversary pin during a 
ceremony at the Oklahoma Judicial 
Center in April. OBA President  
D. Kenyon Williams Jr. made 
remarks during the event and 
presented Judge Lumpkin with his 
50-year certificate. Judge Lumpkin 
earned his J.D. from the OU College 
of Law in 1974 after serving on 
active duty in the U.S. Marine Corps 
from 1968-1971, serving 18 months 

in Vietnam. After serving as a district attorney and associate district judge 
in Marshall County and district judge for the 20th Judicial District, he was 
appointed to the Court of Criminal Appeals by Gov. Henry Bellmon in 1989.

LHL DISCUSSION GROUP HOSTS SUMMER MEETINGS
The Lawyers Helping Lawyers monthly discussion group will meet June 5,  

July 3 and Aug. 7 in Oklahoma City at the ofGce of Tom Cummings,  
701 NW 13th St. The group will also meet June 12, July 10 and Aug. 14 in Tulsa 
at the ofGce of Scott Goode, 1437 S. Boulder Ave., Ste. 1200. The Oklahoma City 
women’s discussion group will meet June 26, July 24 and Aug. 28 at the Grst-
Hoor conference room of the Oil Center, 2601 NW Expressway. Each meeting 
is facilitated by committee members and a licensed mental health professional. 
The small group discussions are intended to give group leaders and partic-
ipants the opportunity to ask questions, provide support and share infor-
mation with fellow bar members to improve their lives – professionally and 
personally. Visit www.okbar.org/lhl for more information, and keep an eye 
on the OBA events calendar at www.okbar.org/events for upcoming discus-
sion group meeting dates.

REGISTER NOW FOR THE 2025 OBA SOLO & SMALL FIRM 
CONFERENCE

The OBA Solo & Small Firm Conference is back for 2025! Register now 
for the conference, which will be held Wednesday, July 16, through Friday, 
July 18, at the brand-new OKANA Resort near downtown Oklahoma City. 
This mid-year event offers CLE and networking opportunities related to 
solo and small Grm practice management, all in a fun, relaxed, resort- 
casual environment. The room block for the OKANA Resort is open until 
June 13. Book by calling the OKANA Resort at 1-800-547-3928 and mention-
ing “OK State Bar – OBA 1,” or visit www.okbar.org/solo and click “Book 
Your Stay” to book online. Make sure you register and book your room 
early! You won’t want to miss out. See Jim Calloway’s article on page 54 to 
learn more, and visit www.okbar.org/solo to register.

LET US FEATURE YOUR WORK F
We want to feature your work 

on “The Back Page” and the 
Oklahoma Bar Journal cover! Submit 
articles related to the practice of 
law, or send us something humor-
ous, transforming or intriguing. 
Poetry, photography and artwork 
are options, too. Photographs and 
artwork relating to featured topics 
may also be featured on the cover! 
Email submissions of about 500 
words or high-resolution images 
to OBA Communications Director 
Lori Rasmussen at lorir@okbar.org.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES
The Oklahoma Bar Center 

will be closed Monday, May 26, 
in observance of Memorial Day. 
The bar center will also be closed 
Friday, July 4, in observance of 
Independence Day.

Also, be sure to docket these 
important upcoming events:

Opening Your Law Practice: 
Tuesday, May 20. This is a no-cost, 
semi-annual event for new lawyers, 
those returning to private practice 
or those venturing out on their own. 
The program will address resources 
for starting a new law practice, 
professionalism, client management 
and much more. Register by email-
ing Nickie Day at nickied@okbar.org  
or by calling 405-416-7050. Learn 
more at www.okbar.org/oylp.

OBA Solo & Small Firm Conference: 
Wednesday, July 16, through 
Friday, July 18, at the brand-new 
OKANA Resort near downtown 
Oklahoma City.

Judge Gary L. Lumpkin (left) receives his 
50-year membership certificate from OBA 
President Williams during a ceremony at the 
Oklahoma Judicial Center in April.



NOTICE OF HEARING ON THE PETITION FOR REINSTATEMENT
OF TRACI CAIN CAREY, SCBD # 7792 

TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE OKLAHOMA BAR ASSOCIATION

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Rule 11.3(b), Rules Governing Disciplinary Proceedings, 5 O.S., ch. 1,  
app. 1-A, that a hearing will be held to determine if Traci Cain Carey should be reinstated to active 
membership in the Oklahoma Bar Association.

Any person desiring to be heard in opposition to or in support of the petition may appear before the 
Professional Responsibility Tribunal at the Oklahoma Bar Center at 1901 North Lincoln Boulevard, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, at 9:30 a.m. on TUESDAY, MAY 27, 2025. Any person wishing to appear should contact 
Gina Hendryx, General Counsel, Oklahoma Bar Association, P.O. Box 53036, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
73152, telephone (405) 416-7007.

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY TRIBUNAL
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ON THE MOVE
Stephan Mathis, Rachel C. Mathis, 
John Campbell, Roger Gassett, 
Amy Hampton, Jeff D. Scott and 
Nancy P. Hearn have joined the law 
firm of Pray Walker. Mr. Mathis 
practices in the areas of estate 
planning, construction litigation, 
business and commercial law, 
insurance and tax controversies. He 
also serves as an administrative law 
judge for the Oklahoma Insurance 
Department. Ms. Mathis practices 
in the areas of contract negotia-
tions, insurance coverage disputes, 
employment law, products liability, 
construction law, personal injury 
defense, directors’ and officers’ lia-
bility, medical malpractice and pro-
fessional negligence. She has three 
decades of litigation experience and 
has managed thousands of cases, 
addressed complex matters and 
represented clients from local busi-
nesses and individuals to national 
corporations. Mr. Campbell prac-
tices in the areas of civil and crim-
inal litigation, with clients ranging 
from individuals to businesses and 
insurance companies, including 
cases in insurance bad faith, con-
tract disputes, professional liability 
and employment torts. Mr. Gassett 
focuses on general litigation and 

appellate matters, primarily in con-
struction law and commercial dis-
putes. He also practices in the areas 
of malpractice defense, healthcare 
law, insurance, tort litigation and 
Indian law. He represents clients 
across cases ranging from small 
claims to complex commercial 
litigation. Ms. Hampton has over  
20 years of experience as an insur-
ance defense attorney. She practices 
in the areas of insurance litigation, 
including insurance bad faith liti-
gation, coverage disputes, coverage 
opinions and declaratory judg-
ment actions. Mr. Scott practices 
in the areas of civil litigation and 
corporate transactional law, with 
a focus on construction law, estate 
planning and business matters. He 
handles a range of cases, including 
civil disputes, contract negotiations 
and corporate matters. Ms. Hearn 
practices in the areas of estate 
planning, probate, guardianship 
and insurance defense. She advises 
clients on wills, trusts and related 
matters and focuses on personal 
injury, wrongful death, product 
liability, toxic tort, construction, 
premises liability and transporta-
tion liability cases in her insurance 
defense practice. 

Grayson Glover, Hal Trentman 
and Collin Dungan have joined 
LaCourse Law in Tulsa. Mr. Glover 
practices in the area of personal 
injury law with a focus on cases 
involving car and truck accidents, 
slips and falls and dog bites, as 
well as assisting with probate 
and civil litigation matters. He 
received his J.D. from the TU 
College of Law in 2023. He is a 
member of the Tulsa County Bar 
Association and is admitted to prac-
tice in all Oklahoma state courts. 
Mr. Trentman practices in the areas 
of business law, business litigation, 
breach of contract, property dis-
putes, property damage, personal 
injury and insurance bad faith 
claims. He is admitted to practice in 
all Oklahoma state courts and the 
U.S. federal courts for the Northern 
and Eastern districts. He received 
his J.D. from the TU College of 
Law in 2019 and is a member of the 
Tulsa County Bar Association, the 
Oklahoma Association for Justice 
and the American Association for 
Justice. Mr. Dungan practices in 
the area of family law, including 
divorce, child custody and other 
domestic matters. He received his 
J.D. from the TU College of Law in 

BENCH & BAR BRIEFS

HOW TO PLACE AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT: 

The Oklahoma Bar Journal welcomes 
short articles or news items about OBA 
members and upcoming meetings. If 
you are an OBA member and you’ve 
moved, become a partner, hired an 
associate, taken on a partner, received 
a promotion or an award or given 
a talk or speech with statewide or 
national stature, we’d like to hear from 

you. Sections, committees and county 
bar associations are encouraged to 
submit short stories about upcoming or 
recent activities. Honors bestowed by 
other publications (e.g., Super Lawyers, 
Best Lawyers, etc.) will not be accepted 
as announcements. (Oklahoma-based 
publications are the exception.) 
Information selected for publication 
is printed at no cost, subject to editing 
and printed as space permits. 

Submit news items to:
 
Hailey Boyd 
Communications Dept. 
Oklahoma Bar Association 
405-416-7033 
barbriefs@okbar.org 

Articles for the August issue must be 
received by July 1.
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May 2023 and is admitted to prac-
tice in the Osage Nation Tribal 
Court.

Charles “Tim” Laughlin has 
joined Wyatt Law Offices in 
Oklahoma City. Prior to joining 
the firm, he dedicated 27 years to 
the Oklahoma Indigent Defense 
System. Mr. Laughlin served as 
noncapital and capital trial coun-
sel, appellate counsel, chief of the 
Non-Capital Trial Division and 
executive director. His practice 
includes the state-wide defense of 
municipal, state and federal prose-
cutions, as well as expungements, 
pardons and civil rights litiga-
tion. Mr. Laughlin received his 
J.D. from the OU College of Law 
in 1997. He is a past president of 
the Oklahoma Criminal Defense 
Lawyers Association and the 
Custer County Bar Association. 

Miles G. Taylor has joined the Tulsa 
law firm of Atkinson, Brittingham, 
Gladd, Fiasco & Edmonds as an 
associate. He practices civil litiga-
tion with an emphasis on research 
and writing. He received his J.D. 
with honors from the TU College 
of Law in 2015. During law school, 
Mr. Taylor gained valuable experi-
ence serving in the Lobeck Taylor 
Family Advocacy Clinic. Since 
2015, he has practiced with the 
Oklahoma Tax Commission, Legal 
Aid Services of Tulsa and the 
Oklahoma Disability Law Center. 

Kevin D. Berry was inducted as a 
fellow in the College of Workers’ 
Compensation Lawyers in April 
in Chicago. Mr. Berry was one of 
the founding members of Perrine, 
Redemann, Berry, Taylor & Frette 
PLLC. He practices in the areas of 
workers’ compensation, employ-
ment law and general litigation, 
with a focus on the representation 
of employers, insurance carriers 
and third-party administra-
tors in workers’ compensation 
and employment law cases. He 
received his J.D. from the TU 
College of Law in 1986.

KUDOS
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Ben T. Benedum of Norman 
died Oct. 23, 2024. He was 

born Aug. 12, 1936, in Norman and 
attended Culver Military Academy 
in Indiana. Mr. Benedum gradu-
ated from OU with a bachelor’s 
degree in finance in 1959 and from 
Indiana University with a master’s 
degree in business administration 
in 1961. He received his J.D. from 
the OU College of Law in 1965. 
He was in law school when his 
army unit was activated during 
the Berlin Crisis in the early 
1960s and was later honorably 
discharged as a captain in the 
Military Police Corps. From 1965 
until 2013, he practiced in Norman 
with the law firm of Benedum & 
Benedum. His practice evolved 
into estate planning and real estate 
law, and he played a part in the 
development and growth of much 
of Norman in his 40-plus years 
of practice. Mr. Benedum served 
on the OU Foundation Board of 
Trustees and started three schol-
arships, including one at his alma 
mater, the OU College of Law. He 
also served on the boards of the 
Norman Area Land Conservancy, 
the Cleveland County YMCA, the 
Jacobson House Native Art Center 
and the Norman Community 
Foundation. He also served as a 
director at the local and state levels 
of the American Cancer Society. 

Beverly Pierce Carson of Tulsa 
died Nov. 15, 2024. She was 

born March 31, 1929. Ms. Carson 
received her J.D. from the TU 
College of Law in 1968. 

James Richard Cox of Enid 
died Dec. 19, 2024. He was 

born March 29, 1932, in Carmen. 
He graduated from OU with 
a geology degree in 1958 and 

worked as a geologist for Lone 
Star Petroleum in Abilene and 
Midland, Texas. Mr. Cox received 
his J.D. from the OU College of 
Law in 1965. That year, he and 
his family moved to Enid, and 
he joined Mitchell Law Firm, 
where he became a partner and 
primarily practiced in the areas 
of litigation and oil and gas law. 
He practiced at the firm until 1981 
when he opened a private practice 
focusing on oil and gas, real estate 
and probate. He was admitted to 
practice before the U.S. Supreme 
Court; the Northern, Eastern and 
Western federal court districts 
of Oklahoma; and all Oklahoma 
courts. Mr. Cox was an active 
member of Central Christian 
Church for nearly 60 years and 
served as an elder and chairman 
of the board several times. He 
also served in the Northwest 
Oklahoma Emmaus Community, 
as exalted ruler of Enid Elks 
Lodge and as state president of the 
Oklahoma Elks Association. He 
was active in Oakwood Country 
Club and various service orga-
nizations, such as AMBUCS and 
Horn of Plenty.

William R. Davis of Oklahoma 
City died March 24. He was 

born Dec. 11, 1931, in Maud and 
graduated from Guymon High 
School. Mr. Davis served in the 
U.S. Army. He received his J.D. 
from the OU College of Law in 
1960. His passion for the law was 
evident throughout his 50-plus 
years as a dedicated personal 
injury attorney in Oklahoma City. 
He was a proud member of the 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation and a 
member of the Bourassa Family 
CPN. He served as an associ-
ate district judge for the Citizen 

Potawatomi Nation from June 2010 
to the present. Mr. Davis’ career 
was marked by his commitment 
to justice, and he touched the lives 
of countless individuals with his 
advocacy and compassion.

Ira L. Edwards Jr. of Tulsa died 
Dec. 23, 2024. He was born 

Jan. 5, 1949, and graduated from 
Will Rogers High School in 1967. 
Mr. Edwards served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps in Vietnam and 
was awarded the Purple Heart for 
his courageous service. He gradu-
ated from the University of Central 
Oklahoma and received his J.D. 
from the OU College of Law in 1978. 
He practiced for more than 40 years 
in the legal profession, including 
at the law firm of Pray Walker and 
at the law firm of Riggs Abney in 
Tulsa for the past 15 years. 

Robert Allan Flynn of Tulsa 
died March 28. He was born 

June 3, 1950, in Tulsa and later 
moved to Claremore, where he 
graduated from high school in 1968. 
Mr. Flynn received his J.D. from 
the Oral Roberts University O. W. 
Coburn School of Law in 1983. He 
opened a law practice in Tulsa, 
where he represented injured 
workers for more than 30 years. 

Fred R. Harris of Corrales, New 
Mexico, died Nov. 23, 2024. He 

was born Nov. 13, 1930, in Walters. 
Mr. Harris received his J.D. from 
the OU College of Law in 1954. He 
practiced law in Lawton and was 
elected to the Oklahoma Senate 
in 1956, the youngest member of 
that body at the time. Mr. Harris 
became a U.S. senator in 1964. 
Instead of running for reelec-
tion, he ran for president in 1972 
and 1976, becoming a candidate 

IN MEMORIAM
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in the 1976 democratic primary 
for president. He then moved to 
Corrales and became a political 
science professor at the University 
of New Mexico. Mr. Harris 
chaired the Democratic Party of 
New Mexico and authored three 
novels and political science texts 
and reports. He also created an 
endowment at the University of 
New Mexico Foundation to con-
tinue to support UNM students 
participating in the Fred Harris 
Congressional Internship Program 
in Washington, D.C. 

Richard L. Harris of Tulsa died 
Nov. 23, 2024. He was born 

Feb. 14, 1932, in Anson, Texas, and 
graduated from San Angelo High 
School in 1950. He attended Texas 
A&M University as an Air Force 
cadet and graduated with a busi-
ness degree in 1954. Mr. Harris 
served from 1954 to 1956 in the 
U.S. Air Force as an air police 
officer stationed at Goodfellow 
Air Force Base in Texas, obtain-
ing the rank of second lieutenant. 
He was honorably discharged 
from active duty in 1956 but 
continued his service in the 
Air Force Reserve until 1968 at 
the rank of captain. After being 
discharged, he worked for El Paso 
Natural Gas in Farmington, New 
Mexico, where he began to take 
an interest in oil and gas law. 
Mr. Harris received his J.D. from 
the University of Denver Sturm 
College of Law in 1963 and started 
his legal career at the Tulsa law 
firm of Farmer, Woolsey, Flippo & 
Bailey. He began making his own 
oil deals and growing mineral 
interests, and he subsequently 
took the position of attorney and 
investor in Viking Petroleum Co. 
in the 1970s. He started his own 

law firm soon after and created 
two oil entities: Jones County 
Minerals and Windmill Oil and 
Gas, which his sons now operate. 

Allison Herzfeld Longwell of 
Oklahoma City died Oct. 8,  

2024. She was born Jan. 29, 1962. 
Ms. Longwell attended Heritage 
Hall, OSU and OU. She studied 
law at the University of Oxford 
Faculty of Law and received her 
J.D. from the OU College of Law 
in 1987. Ms. Longwell was a proud 
member of the Pi Beta Phi sorority 
and Phi Beta Kappa, both of which 
celebrated her love of writing and 
her dedication to education. She 
was a survivor of the 1995 Alfred P. 
Murrah Federal Building bombing. 

Robert Dudley Looney Jr. of 
Oklahoma City died Feb. 20.  

He was born Feb. 4, 1946, in 
Oklahoma City. Mr. Looney 
attended Harding High School, 
where he played football, baseball 
and basketball and was an All-
State quarterback. He graduated 
from OU and was a member of 
the Phi Gamma Delta fraternity. 
He attended the Georgetown 
University Law Center for one year 
and then received his J.D. from 
the OU College of Law in 1970. He 
served in the U.S. Army and was 
stationed at Phu Loi Base Camp, a 
helicopter base, in Vietnam from 
1971 to 1972. He was in the Judge 
Advocate General’s Corps and 
attained the rank of captain.  
Mr. Looney practiced law at Looney, 
Nichols, Johnson & Hayes for almost 
30 years and then at Hall Estill as  
a partner until his retirement.  
Mr. Looney was a charter member 
of the American Board of Trial 
Advocates and was selected as 
a charter fellow of the Litigation 

Counsel of America. He authored 
many legal publications and was 
a member of the Rotary Club of 
Oklahoma City, the Pros 4 Vets 
Board of Directors and the OBA 
Military Assistance Committee, 
receiving numerous awards and 
honors. 

Christan P. Mai of Broken 
Arrow died Jan. 31. He was 

born July 16, 1951, in Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska. Mr. Mai graduated from 
Torrington High School in 1969 
and the University of Wyoming in 
1973. He received his J.D. from the 
University of Wyoming College of 
Law in 1977. Early in his career, he 
worked as a lawyer in the Wyoming 
Attorney General’s Office. He 
moved to Broken Arrow in 1980 and 
worked as an attorney for several 
oil and gas companies, starting with 
Cities Service Co. in Tulsa. In 2000, 
he transitioned to family law prac-
tice until his retirement in 2021. 

Thomas G. Marsh of Tulsa 
died March 3. He was born 

Dec. 4, 1930, in Oklahoma City. 
He graduated from TU with a 
bachelor’s degree in business 
administration in 1953. Mr. Marsh 
attended night classes while 
working as a clerk at the Tulsa 
County Courthouse and received 
his J.D. from the TU College of 
Law in 1957. Following graduation, 
he took a job with Dyer, Powers 
& Gotcher, which later grew into 
Marsh & Armstrong. Mr. March 
practiced in the areas of commer-
cial, banking and automobile law, 
with an emphasis on automobile 
dealer and manufacturer relations. 
He served as general counsel 
for the Oklahoma Automobile 
Dealers Association and executive 
secretary and general counsel 
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for the Tulsa Automobile Dealers 
Association. He was a member of 
the Automotive Trade Association 
Executives and the Tulsa County 
Bar Association. Mr. Marsh was 
appointed to serve as a special 
judge on the Oklahoma Court of 
Appeals in 1982. Through his work 
with automobile dealers, he was 
named chairman of the Oklahoma 
Highway Users Federation and 
helped draft legislation regard-
ing the use of seatbelts and car 
seats in automobiles. He was a 
member of First Presbyterian 
Church, where he taught Sunday 
school and served as a trustee 
and elder. He was also involved 
in the Kiwanis Club of Tulsa and 
served as president and lieutenant 
governor of the Texas/Oklahoma 
Division. He was a Legion of 
Honor recipient and served on 
the board of the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society of Oklahoma, as past 
president of the TU College of 
Law Alumni Association and as 
a lifetime member of the Wolcott 
Family Society as an ancestor of 
Oliver Wolcott, a signatory of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

Charles Dale Mayhue of Ada 
died Feb. 17. He was born  

Oct. 9, 1942, in Stillwater. He grad-
uated from Ada High School in 
1960, where he played on two state 
championship teams and one state 
runner-up team. Mr. Mayhue con-
tinued his football career at OU, 
starting for the freshman team 
and getting elected as co-captain. 
For three years, he played as a 
defensive starter, including in 
the Orange Bowl in 1963 and the 
Gator Bowl in 1965. After grad-
uation, he spent one year as an 
assistant football and track coach 
at Ada High School under Head 
Coach Craig McBroom, winning 
a football state championship in 
1965. He received his J.D. from the 
OU College of Law in 1970 and 

served as special judge of Pontotoc 
County for two years. Mr. Mayhue 
practiced law for over 50 years 
and was known around the area 
as the person to see for oil and gas 
issues. He was also known for his 
service to the Ada community. He 
was an avid supporter of the Ada 
School District and served on  
the school board for more than  
40 years. The district’s board meet-
ing room is named in his honor, 
and in 2017, he was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Award by 
the Oklahoma State School Boards 
Association. He was also a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees of the 
Valley View Hospital Authority 
during the relocation and building 
of the new hospital. 

John O. Moffitt of Fort Gibson 
died April 10, 2024. He was born 

Dec. 26, 1930. He graduated from 
Northeastern State University 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
business and from OSU with a 
master’s degree in accounting. 
He received his J.D. from the TU 
College of Law in 1966. Mr. Moffitt 
began his career at Coopers & 
Lybrand before leaving to start 
his own accounting firm. He 
went on to become a professor 
at Northeastern State University. 
Mr. Moffitt was honored by the 
Oklahoma Society of Certified 
Public Accountants as the chap-
ter’s 2018 distinguished CPA for 
his community involvement, 
professionalism and activism in 
the profession. He was a mem-
ber of the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants and 
contributed to numerous boards, 
including the Kate Frank Manor 
and the Oklahoma-Arkansas River 
Commission, among others. He 
was also an active member of the 
Fort Gibson United Methodist 
Church, attending for years and 
serving as treasurer. Mr. Moffitt 
was a Korean War veteran. 

He served in the 45th Infantry 
Division of the Oklahoma 
National Guard, also known as the 
Thunderbirds, where he achieved 
the rank of first lieutenant and 
made lifelong friendships. 

John Parrish Neihouse of 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, died 

Feb. 22. He was born June 19, 1962, 
in Denver. He graduated from 
Arkansas Tech University with a 
bachelor’s degree in accounting 
in 1985. During college, he was a 
member of the Sigma Phi Epsilon 
fraternity and a big brother to the 
Phi Mu sorority. He held leader-
ship positions in both groups and 
served as treasurer and presi-
dent of the Student Government 
Association and senior fellow in 
the accounting department. He 
later served as a senior fellow 
on the college’s alumni board. 
Mr. Neihouse began his career 
as an accountant with Bracken 
& Gardner CPAs in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. He received his J.D. 
from the University of Arkansas 
at Little Rock William H. Bowen 
School of Law in 2009, where he 
graduated fifth in his class and 
served as a finance editor for the 
University of Arkansas at Little Rock 
Law Review. Mr. Neihouse received 
an advanced LL.M. in taxation and 
estate planning from the Southern 
Methodist University Dedman 
School of Law. He practiced law in 
Dallas for three years before mov-
ing to northwest Arkansas. Since 
2010, he had served as a part-
ner at RMP Law in Springdale, 
Arkansas. 

Don R. Nicholson II of Norman 
died Jan. 28. He was born 

April 2, 1935, in Oklahoma City. 
In 1962, he graduated from OU 
with a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration and became 
a CPA. Mr. Nicholson received his 
J.D. from the OU College of Law 
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in 1965. He had a law practice in 
Oklahoma City, originally partner-
ing with his father-in-law, James 
Eagleton. He was most proud of his 
contribution to founding Oklahoma 
Lawyers for Children, a nonprofit 
organization providing legal repre-
sentation to abused and neglected 
children in Oklahoma County.

Gary Page Sibeck of Los 
Angeles died March 27, 2024. 

He was born Dec. 25, 1929. He 
graduated with bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from OU and 
a Ph.D. from the University of 
Southern California. He received 
his J.D. from the OU College of 
Law in 1962. Mr. Sibeck taught at 
Western New Mexico University 
and practiced law in Oklahoma 
City for three years before joining 
Loyola University as an assistant 
professor in 1965. He became  
an associate professor in 1971  
and a full professor in 1977.  
Mr. Sibeck retired after 53 years at 
the university. He was a member 
of several professional organiza-
tions, including the United States 
Court of International Trade, the 
American and Pacific/Southwest 
Business Law Associations and 
the Business Association of Latin 
American Studies. 

Louis Everett Striegel of Tulsa 
died April 15, 2024. He was 

born March 21, 1932, in Salisbury, 
Missouri, and graduated from 
Central High School in Kansas 
City, Missouri. Mr. Striegel joined 
the U.S. Navy and was honorably 
discharged in April 1951. He 
graduated from William Jewell 
College in 1958 and received 
his J.D. from the University of 
Missouri – Kansas City School of 
Law in 1981. He graduated with a 
master’s degree in political science 
from Wichita State University and 
completed all coursework toward 
a doctorate in political science 

from the University of Kansas. He 
began his legal career working 
as special counsel for Wichita, 
Kansas, businessman Willard 
Garvey. He then traveled through-
out Kansas selling law books to 
local law firms for the Vernon Law 
Book Co. He joined the legal staff 
of the Environmental Protection 
Agency in Denver, writing water 
quality standards. That work led 
him to the Department of the 
Interior in Washington, D.C., first 
as special assistant to the solic-
itor and then as deputy under-
secretary. While in Washington, 
D.C., he also served as minority 
council for the House Interior 
Committee and held a short term 
as an appellate court judge, as 
well as a member of the legal staff 
for the World Bank. He moved to 
Tulsa and was asked to serve in 
the newly created Department of 
Energy as deputy chief council 
for the Southwest District Office, 
as well as acting deputy direc-
tor of the Economic Regulatory 
Administration. Mr. Striegel later 
moved to Stigler, where he oper-
ated a farm and opened a private 
law practice. He was elected asso-
ciate district judge for Haskell 
County and retired from his law 
practice in 2007. 

Ralph L. Wampler of Enid  
died June 29, 2024. He was 

born Feb. 2, 1929, in Norman and 
graduated from OU in 1950.  
Mr. Wampler served in the mil-
itary from 1950 until 1953 and 
then entered the Army Reserves. 
He achieved the rank of colonel. 
He received his J.D. from the OU 
College of Law in 1959 and worked 
for the Corporation Commission, 
where he became general counsel. 
In 1968, he was appointed judge for 
the federal government, where he 
served until his retirement in 2013.

Allan R. Woodland of 
Oklahoma City died March 12.  

He was born Sept. 24, 1973, in 
Winnemucca, Nevada. After grad-
uating from high school, he served 
a two-year mission in South 
Carolina for The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints.  
Mr. Woodland moved to Washington, 
earned his pharmacy technician 
certificate and worked as a phar-
macy tech while taking classes at 
the local college. He eventually 
went to Phoenix, where he grad-
uated with a bachelor’s degree in 
computer systems. He received his 
J.D. from the OCU School of Law 
in 2006. Mr. Woodland started his 
own law firm, Woodland Law, 
in Oklahoma. He was appointed 
a special municipal judge for the 
municipal court of record for a 
two-year term in July 2014. During 
this time, he appeared in a Nike 
commercial and in the movies 
Gosnell, as an attorney, and Reagan, 
as the bodyguard, among oth-
ers. Mr. Woodland moved to Salt 
Lake City after his youngest child 
graduated, and he was working as 
a prosecuting attorney for the Salt 
Lake County District Attorney’s 
Office at the time of his death. He 
remained active in The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
throughout his life.

Andrea Lea Worden of 
Norman died Oct. 27, 2024. 

She was born Jan. 11, 1981, in Fort 
Gibson. Ms. Worden graduated 
from the University of Central 
Oklahoma and received her J.D. 
from the OU College of Law in 
2006. She founded Worden Law 
Firm, now Worden & Carbitcher. 
She was a criminal defense 
attorney who trained numerous 
attorneys and paralegals. 





MAY 2025  |  91THE OKLAHOMA BAR JOURNAL

ED
IT

O
RI

AL
 C

AL
EN

DA
R

If you would like to write an article on  
these topics, please contact the editor. 

AUGUST
Labor & Employment
Editor: Melissa DeLacerda
melissde@aol.com

SEPTEMBER
Torts
Editor: Magdalena Way
magda@basslaw.net

OCTOBER
Immigration Law
Editor: Norma Cossio
ngc@mdpllc.com

NOVEMBER
Trial by Jury
Editor: Roy Tucker
roy.tucker@oscn.net

DECEMBER
Ethics & Professional 
Responsibility
Editor: David Youngblood
david@youngbloodatoka.com

2025 ISSUES

2026 ISSUES
JANUARY
Family Law
Editor: Evan Taylor
tayl1256@gmail.com

FEBRUARY
Criminal Law
Editor: Becky Baird
beckyrenebaird@gmail.com

MARCH
Business &  
Corporate Law
Editor: Magdalena Way
magda@basslaw.net

APRIL
Health Law
Editor: Melissa DeLacerda
melissde@aol.com

MAY
Insurance Law
Editor: Melissa DeLacerda
melissde@aol.com

AUGUST
Taxation
Editor: Melissa DeLacerda
melissde@aol.com

SEPTEMBER
Civil Procedure & 
Evidence
Editor: David Youngblood
david@youngbloodatoka.com

OCTOBER
Government & 
Administrative Law 
Practice
Editor: Martha Rupp Carter
mruppcarter@yahoo.com

NOVEMBER
Appellate Practice
Editor: Melanie Wilson 
Rughani
melanie.rughani@ 
crowedunlevy.com

DECEMBER
Law Office Management
Editor: Norma Cossio
ngc@mdpllc.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS

SERVICES

STRUGGLING WITH 
UNPAID CLIENT BILLS?

Let us handle your collec-
tions so you can focus on 

practicing law. Specializing in collections for law firms. 
Contact Putnam Law Office today at 405-849-9149 or 
email Rita Munoz at Rita@putnamlawoffice.com.

PERFECT LEGAL PLEADINGS works on Microsoft 
Word and contains automated Oklahoma pleadings and 
forms for divorce, paternity, probate, guardianship, 
adoption, real property, civil procedure, criminal 
procedure, and personal injury. We also provide access 
to thousands of other state and federal pleadings and 
forms. PerfectlegalPleadings.org.

TREE EXPERT WITNESS
Bill Long, Consulting Arborist

35 Years of Experience, ISA Certified 
Arborist, Statewide and Regional

• Site Visits
• Border Crossings
• Tree Damage
• Wildfires

• Herbicide Damage
• Tree Value Appraisal
• Depositions
• Court Appearance

405-996-0411 | blongarborist@gmail.com
BillLongArborist.com

Elevating Alternative Dispute Resolution

Rodney Hunsigner with APEX ADR, 
LLC provides ADR services, including 
mediation, arbitration, special masters/
referees, and early neutral evaluation. 

With over twenty-one years of diverse 
civil litigation experience, Rodney has 
worked on almost every type of civil 

dispute. Rodney has also completed extensive ADR 
education and training, including completing the 
week-long Mediating the Litigated Case training at 
Pepperdine University Straus Institute for Dispute 
Resolution. Rodney possesses the critical ability to 
communicate effectively with individuals, company 
representatives, insurance adjusters, and executives 
to identify and develop creative pathways to pro-
mote resolution. Rodney’s strength is solving prob-
lems, and he is committed to providing lawyers and 
their clients with effective ADR services. 

If you would like to learn more about APEX ADR’s ser-
vices, please visit our website at www.apex-adr.com or 
contact us at (405) 701-9953 or info@apex-adr.com.

SERVICES

Briefs & More – Of Counsel Legal Resources – 
Since 1992 – Exclusive research and writing. Highest 
Quality. State, Federal, Appellate, and Trial. Admitted 
and practiced United States Supreme Court. Dozens 
of published opinions. Numerous reversals on  
certiorari. MaryGaye LeBoeuf, 405-820-3011,  
marygayelaw@cox.net.

EXAMINER OF QUESTIONED DOCUMENTS
Board Certified State & Federal Courts
Diplomate - ABFE Former OSBI Agent
Fellow - ACFEI FBI National Academy

Arthur Linville 405-736-1925
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POSITIONS AVAILABLEOFFICE SPACE

General Civil Practice Attorney

The Ritchie Rock & Atwood Law Firm is seeking to 
fill two positions for General Civil Practice Attorneys 
to join the firm’s team in Shawnee, Oklahoma, and 
Pryor, Oklahoma.

The Ideal Candidate Will Have:
• 2-5 years experience as general civil practice 

attorney in the practice of law
• Experience in appellate brief writing (preferred 

not required)
• Experience in jury trial work (preferred not 

required)
• A willingness to represent the firm as part of 

the local community
• Relocation to Shawnee/Pryor or an adjoining 

community
• Join the team as a team player

Your Benefits:
• Competitive compensation commensurate with 

qualifications
• Retirement plan with company match
• 100% employee health insurance paid by the 

Firm along with dental, vision and life
• Firm monthly contribution to employee health 

savings account (HSA)
• Attorney discretion time off. We don’t set a limit 

on vacation time and days off. We don’t have a 
mandatory time in and time off for attorneys. 
We are professionals. We do what needs done, 
when it needs done, and we take good care of 
our clients and maintain expected productiv-
ity in billings for the health of the Firm. So long 
as that is all done, we take off when we want 
or need to do so to keep a healthy life balance.

To apply, please submit your resume by email to 
hgerhart@rrmalaw.com. You may also mail a resume 
to Ritchie, Rock & Atwood Law Firm, P.O. Box 246, 
Pryor, OK 74362.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT IN NW OKC/EDMOND. 
Modern ofGce with shared use of internet access, lobby, 
and conference room $495-$695 a month. Referrals are 
likely. First month 50% discount. Call Joy at 405-733-8686.

DOWNTOWN OKC WINDOW OFFICE SPACE 
AVAILABLE for immediate occupancy. Rental space 
includes internet, receptionist, parking, and other 
amenities. Call 405-239-2726 for more information.

TULSA OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE IN ESTABLISHED 
FIRM. Midtown Location with easy B-A access to courts. 
Plush space with reception, copier, phone, internet available 
or ofGce alone. Call (918) 583-8900 for more information.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

DEBEE, CLARK & WEBER, PLLC IS SEEKING A FULL-
TIME ATTORNEY with a minimum of one (1) year 
experience to join our comprehensive estate planning 
and business transactions practice area. Experience with 
estate planning, probates, trust administration, business 
formation, tax law, and business transactions is required. 
Prior experience or training in client development and 
management, supervising associate attorneys and/or 
legal assistants, Microsoft Office, and cloud-based client 
management software are preferred. We offer flexible 
schedules, a competitive salary, and benefits. If inter-
ested, please apply to hiring@debeeclark.com.

FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY. The Title Law Group is a well-
established law firm with a collaborative and professional 
culture, seeking an experienced family law attorney with 
3-5 years of practice to join our team and build a family 
law practice. We are looking for a motivated individual 
who is passionate about family law and is interested in 
growing their own practice within the framework of 
an established firm. Practice will include all aspects of 
family law including divorce, child custody and juvenile 
deprived cases. In addition, attorneys may be asked to  
handle probate and select civil litigation matters. Please 
submit your resume, cover letter, and any relevant 
certifications to smalpica@thetitlelawgroup.com. We look 
forward to hearing from you!
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Children’s Court Attorney for CYFD

The Children, Youth and Families Department 
(CYFD) is hiring full-time and contract attorneys of all 
levels of experience, as well as law clerks, to fill multi-
ple Children’s Court Attorney vacancies in the Legal 
Department statewide. Children’s Court Attorneys 
are established in the Children’s Code for each judicial 
district and provide legal services in protective ser-
vices cases (child abuse and neglect matters) includ-
ing consultation, counsel, filing and initiation of new 
cases, interpretation of law, research, litigation, and 
mediation. These positions offer the opportunity for 
challenging and fast-paced litigation, including civil 
evidentiary trials, and to work with CYFD to find 
solutions for children and their families and to make a 
difference in the community. Qualifications: JD from 
an accredited law school, and admission to the NM 
state bar in good standing or if barred in another state, 
the ability to acquire a limited law license. 

Children’s Court Attorneys are in pay band LH, 
with an annual salary range from $77,354 to $139,238 
and a competitive full benefits package. Individual 
contracts will be negotiated up to $60,000/year.  
For more information, please contact Cynthia 
Gonzales: CynthiaM.Gonzales@cyfd.nm.gov. To 
apply: www.spo.state.nm.us. The State of New Mexico 
is an EOE. CONTRACT OIL AND GAS TITLE ATTORNEY (OK-

OH). The Title Law Group is seeking an experienced 
Contract Oil and Gas Title Attorney to join our growing 
team. Candidates will have at least five (5) years of 
experience drafting Oil and Gas Title Opinions in OK-
OH. This is a unique opportunity to work on high-profile 
energy projects and provide strategic legal counsel. If 
you are passionate about energy law and want to make 
a significant impact within the industry while enjoying 
the flexibility of remote work, this role is for you. Please 
submit your resume, cover letter, and any relevant 
certifications to smalpica@thetitlelawgroup.com. We look 
forward to hearing from you!

ATTORNEY – OIL AND GAS. Location: Oklahoma City, 
OK. Established law firm that provides a broad spectrum 
of legal services to oil and gas clients, including litigation, 
regulatory, title, and transactional, is actively seeking a  
full-time associate attorney. Salary is commensurate 
with experience. Benefits and retirement available. Send 
replies to advertising@okbar.org with the subject line 
“Position GA.”

Rodolf & Todd is a well-respected law firm special-
izing in medical malpractice defense. We are seek-
ing a litigation associate with 2-3 years’ experience 
in a litigation firm. Needs to be a highly motivated 
self-starter who can work in a team approach. 

Qualifications:
• J.D. from an accredited law school
• Admitted to practice in Oklahoma
• 2-3 years of litigation experience, preferably 

in medical malpractice, insurance defense, or 
general civil litigation

• Strong legal research and writing skills
• Excellent communication and interpersonal 

skills
• Ability to work both independently and col-

laboratively in a team environment
• Interest in medical malpractice defense and a 

willingness to learn medical concepts

Benefits package available. Salary commensurate 
with experience. Please submit your resume, cover 
letter, and a writing sample to emily@rodolftodd.com. 
Please visit www.rodolftodd.com for additional infor-
mation about the firm.

OKLAHOMA CITY MEDICAL MALPRACTICE AND 
INSURANCE DEFENSE FIRM seeks an associate 
attorney for immediate placement. Applicants must 
have excellent verbal and writing skills and be highly 
motivated to work a case from its inception through 
completion. Competitive salary with excellent benefits 
including health insurance, 401(k), and an incentive bonus 
plan. Team atmosphere and great work-life balance. Send 
your cover letter, resume, writing sample and transcript 
(optional) to hcoleman@johnsonhanan.com.

PROBATE AND ESTATE PLAN ATTORNEY. The Title Law 
Group is seeking an attorney specializing in estate planning, 
probate, and trust administration. We are looking for a skilled 
and compassionate Probate Attorney to assist clients navigate 
the complexities of probate, trust administration, and estate 
litigation. Please submit your resume, cover letter, and any 
relevant certifications to smalpica@thetitlelawgroup.com. 
We look forward to hearing from you!
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE

MANAGING TITLE ATTORNEY NEEDED for a Tulsa-
based real estate closing company. The ideal candidate 
will possess at least five years of real property and title 
experience, have managed a legal staff of a minimum 
of five attorneys and have a strong personality to work 
with a variety of personalities found in the closers and 
processors who work for the company. The successful 
candidate’s primary responsibilities will include: exam-
ining abstracts, reviewing and waiving title requirements 
when appropriate, reviewing surveys for insurability, 
drafting curative documents and title opinions, issuing 
indemnity letters when appropriate, approving indem-
nity letters, addressing legal differences of opinion with 
other title companies and attorneys, managing the staff 
of attorneys, determining when to issue endorsements to 
title insurance policies, and when to modify exceptions 
to title insurance policies. Serious inquiries only. Please 
send your resume, cover letter and three references to  
advertising@okbar.org with the subject line “Position GG.”

Position: Associate Attorney Litigation (full-time, 
on-site)
Location: Tulsa, OK
Firm: Rhodes, Hieronymus Law Firm

A long-established AV-rated Oklahoma litigation 
firm is accepting Associate Attorney candidates for 
its Tulsa office. With over 90 years of legal integrity 
and a competitive compensation package, this is an 
exceptional place to grow in your career and build 
professional relationships.

As we continue to grow, we are seeking an experi-
enced attorney with at least 5 years of civil litiga-
tion experience (insurance defense preferred) to 
join our team.

Key Responsibilities:
• Collaborate with senior attorneys and legal 

staff to develop and execute case strategies.
• Ensure compliance with all legal and ethical 

standards.
• Represent clients in court proceedings, includ-

ing hearings, mediations, arbitrations, and trials.
• Conduct legal research and analysis to develop 

case strategies.
• Draft, review, and file pleadings, motions, and 

other legal documents.
• Manage discovery processes, including draft-

ing and responding to interrogatories, docu-
ment requests, and depositions.

Qualifications:
• Juris Doctor (J.D.) from an accredited law school.
• Admission to the Oklahoma Bar and in good 

standing.
• Excellent legal research, writing, and analyt-

ical skills.
• Strong organizational skills and attention to detail.
• Ability to manage multiple cases and meet 

deadlines in a fast-paced environment.
• Extensive knowledge of litigation procedures 

in Oklahoma state and federal courts.
• Proficient use of office systems including MS 

Office Suite, Juris, Perfect Law or similar docu-
ment management and time-keeping systems.

Benefits:
• Base salary $70,000 to $80,000

Please send your resume, cover letter, and a writing 
sample to resume@rhodesokla.com.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
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THE MAY 1 CELEBRATION OF 
Law Day gives us an opportunity 

to honor those in our profession whose 
daily practices reflect the principles we 
celebrate during this annual national 
event. Those ideals were readily appar-
ent in one such Oklahoman, Judge 
Charles J. Migliorino, who served as 
associate district judge in Johnston 
County until his death in 2017.

“After graduating from high school, 
he came here from Brooklyn, New 
York, to go to college on a basketball 
scholarship at Murray State and never 
left,” said Chief Justice Dustin Rowe of 
the Oklahoma Supreme Court. “He fell 
in love with Oklahoma, and he loved 
this country. He joined the U.S. Marine 
Corps and completed four tours of duty 
in Vietnam. He loved small-town life in 
Tishomingo, where he started a family, 
became a teacher, went to law school at 
night and became a lawyer who loved 
the law. He was the embodiment of 
everything Law Day stands for.”

Reaching out to Oklahoma 
educators is an important component 
of Law Day, and it is fitting that, as a 
teacher, Judge Migliorino taught his-
tory and social studies for 10 years in 
Ardmore City Schools. In fact, sitting 
in his high school classroom one year 
was 16-year-old David Lewis, now 
Judge David Lewis of the Oklahoma 
Court of Criminal Appeals.

“In addition to being a very effective 
teacher, he was a mentor and motiva-
tor,” said Judge Lewis. “As a junior in 
history class who felt like an outsider, 
he encouraged me not to accept limits. 
He didn’t see color or socioeconomic 
background. He saw opportunity. He 
taught me that the sky was the limit.”

Judge Lewis also said that Judge 
Migliorino was very involved in 

his community, and as a lawyer, he 
went above and beyond to help his 
community better understand the 
value of the law.

“Law Day is a time to celebrate 
the profession,” Judge Lewis said. 
“Charles Migliorino loved the fact 
that he was a lawyer. He fulfilled 
the mission of the Lawyer’s Creed. 
His word was his bond, and putting 
on the black robe as a New Yorker 

who had moved to Oklahoma was 
a moment of immense pride. The 
legal, as well as the nonlegal, com-
munity held a deep respect for him.”

His love for education was not 
limited to classrooms. Judge Migliorino 
also enjoyed training horses, teaching 
others how to ride and completing 
horse events. He also inspired his son, 
Nick Migliorino, who serves as super-
intendent of the Norman Public School 
District, to enter the education field.

“My father was a man of quiet 
strength, a New Yorker who found 
his home in Oklahoma, a Vietnam 
veteran with multiple Purple Hearts 
who rarely spoke of war, which I know 
impacted him, and a judge who believed 
justice required both wisdom and 
compassion,” said Dr. Migliorino. “His  
journey from Queens to Vietnam, 
then to Johnston County, brought him  
to my mother and gave me a life rich 
in contrasts: summers split between 
southern Oklahoma and New York 
City, lessons taught through actions, 
not words. He exhibited a silent 
confidence – on the bench, he shared 
with me that he looked for not just 
legal answers but, more importantly, 
the right ones, treating every case 
and situation with the same integrity 
that defined his life.”  

“I grew up idolizing him. His 
broad depth of knowledge, his relent-
less work ethic and his quiet kind-
ness impacted who I am. I miss him 
deeply. His legacy lives on in the lives 
he changed and the standard he set 
for me to do right by people, always.”

Ms. Clement practices in Tulsa and 
serves as co-chair of the OBA Law  
Day Committee.

Johnston County Judge 
Embodied the Spirit of Law Day
By Mary J. Clement

New York City-born Judge Charles 
Migliorino of Tishomingo embraced his 
adopted rural community, where he 
served as a high school history teacher, 
a district attorney and ultimately an 
associate district judge for Johnston 
County until his death in 2017. Photo 
courtesy of the family.
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