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Hello Judges!
By Judge Rod Ring, (Ret.)
OBA/OHSO Judicial Outreach Liaison 

I wish everyone a Healthy and Happy New 
Year!
     2021 is in the past but COVID has not left 
us and is still taking a toll on our state. I know 
it has been a chore to keep the courts open and 
operating safely and commend all the judges 
and staff who have taken a risk to do so. At least 
this latest variant is less dangerous too most of 
us. It has hit the younger members of my family, 
but they have all recovered, we hope. 
     I want to start the new year by thanking 
the Oklahoma Bar Association for making it 
a successful year despite the virus. We had a 
short program in the summer and a full day 
program in November that both went well. 
Janet Johnson, OBA Director of Educational 
Programs, and Gary Berger, OBA Production 
Specialist, deserve a big thanks for help with 
the programs and this Newsletter. Jaclynn 
Frace, Program Manager, with the Oklaho-
ma Highway Safety Office keeps everything 
running smoothly and provides invaluable 
resources to us. I also want to thank Tammy 
Reaves from the AOC because we could not 
have a successful program without her help.  

     We are planning for 2022 and hope to make 
our program even better and more valuable 
to you. We are hoping to provide 2 hours of 
education at the Summer Judicial Conference 
and another full day program at the OBA 
Annual Meeting in November. I hope both of 
those will be in person programs. The purpose 
of our program is to reduce deaths, serious 
injuries and collisions caused by impaired driv-
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ing. I will try to bring you the latest news from 
Oklahoma and around the country. We cannot 
plan without knowing what you would like for 
us to include in the programs so please let me 
know of your suggestions. 
     I look forward to seeing all of you next year.

Watch Washington Supreme Court Chief Justice Steven González’s 
Inspirational and Entertaining Justice Jackson Lecture

     The National Judicial College is a wealth of 
educational opportunities, some at no cost.
This lecture is timely as well as entertaining.  
Sometimes its good to know that other judges 
are going through the same thing we are.  
I hope you enjoy this lecture. 

CLICK HERE to watch the video

     Washington state’s first chief justice of col-
or wowed a crowd of more than 100 new and 
aspiring judges in attendance at the NJC and 
nearly 300 NJC alumni online with an often 
humorous talk titled “You Don’t Look Like a 
Judge.” One commenter on Facebook called 
it “Fabulous and inspirational!”

https://judges.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bb221b99309bf3379838ff092&id=b4eccdb2a9&e=7ab009e720
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Upholding Judicial 
Independence through 
Civics Education
American Bar Association 
     We must always be mindful of 
attacks and attempts to undermine 
the judiciary.  This is especially true 
during an election year when Okla-
homa Judges have increased pressure 
from advocacy groups.  This is a timely 
article to begin the year.
Click here to read the full article at 
www.americanbar.org

Oklahoma Appellate 
Court Opinions are 
available to all Judges 
     Oklahoma Appellate Court Opin-
ions are available to all Judges who 
subscribe, at no cost to you.
     You can select the courts you are 
interested in and choose to have the 
notices sent hourly or daily.
     This is really a convenient way to 
keep up with the latest opinions from 
Oklahoma appellate courts. 
https://www.oscn.email/

Rift Between 
Stitt and Tribal 
Leaders Grows
     Judges I’m sure you will be see-
ing more and more of these disputes 
in your courtroom. These issues of 
jurisdiction will continue, and we need 
to be aware. We had a great program 
on Federal, State, Tribal jurisdiction in 
our November program but the cases 
and changes to the law are coming fast 
and furious. We will try to keep you 
informed and give you some tips on 
dealing with these issues.
Click here to read the following article 
from KOCO.com…Rift between Stitt 
and tribal leaders grows deeper over 
fishing, gaming compacts

New: Incentives, Sanctions, and 
Therapeutic Adjustments Training

Application deadline: 
Friday, January 28

     ADCP is now accepting applications for 
training from NADCP’s National Drug Court 
Institute on Standard IV of the Adult Drug 
Court Best Practice Standards: Incentives, 
Sanctions, and Therapeutic Adjustments 
(ISTA).
     Designed to provide knowledge and skills 
practice, the ISTA training will help treatment 
court teams coordinate an effective, re-
search-based strategy and integrated response 
to participant behaviors and compliance. 
Over the course of two days, your team will 
receive instruction in the theory and appli-
cation of behavior modification principles as 
they apply to an effective treatment court.
This training includes a 90-day follow-up 
faculty coaching session to observe staff 
meetings and status hearings, and to provide 
feedback on progress with implementation 
plans developed during the training.

2022 available training dates:
March 3-4 (Eastern)
March 8-9 (Central)
April 6-7 (Mountain)
May 10-11 (Eastern)
June 15-16 (Pacific)

August 17-18 (Mountain)
August 30-31 (Eastern)
September 21-22 (Pacific)
October 19-20 (Central)
October 26-27 (Mountain)

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE AND APPLY

This training is supported by the Bureau of 
Justice Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, 
U.S. Department of Justice.

Medical Marijuana and 
Probationers

     I know anyone who handles impaired driv-
ing cases is going to face the issue of proba-
tioners who claim that the use of prescribed 
medication cannot be prohibited.  Each of 
you have had to make and enforce your pro-
bation rules.  This Michigan Court of Appeals 
case may give you something to think about.
Click here to read the Detroit Free Press 
article, Michigan Appeals Court OKs Medical 
Marijuana for Those on Probation.

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_home/the-state-of-civic-education-in-america/upholding-judicial-independence-through-civic-education/?utm_medium=social
http://www.americanbar.org
https://www.oscn.email/
https://www.koco.com/article/rift-between-stitt-and-tribal-leaders-grows-deeper-over-fishing-gaming-compacts/38507556
http://KOCO.com
https://www.ndci.org/resource/training/ista-training/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/oakland/2021/02/15/michigan-marijuana-medicine-probationers/6752623002/
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Judges I know this Opinion is long, but it is important.  Since the newsletter is digital, no trees 
had to die for this to be sent to everyone.  It is a timely and important opinion.
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     I’d like to thank Arvo Q. Mikkanen, Assistant U.S. Attorney and 
Tribal Liaison of the Western District of Oklahoma for this timely and 

handy sheet. These Jurisdictional issues change frequently this was 
up to date as of July 2021 and I haven’t seen any new version. 
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joloklahoma@gmail.com

Janet Johnson
Project Director
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405.416.7028
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Gary Berger
Layout & Design 

Production Specialist,  
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Please send your submissions  
or comments to:

Judge Rod Ring, Retired
Judicial Outreach Liaison 
Joloklahoma@Gmail.com

405.246.5023

SUBMISSIONS/
COMMENTS

The purpose of the State Judicial Outreach 
Liaison program administered through the 
Oklahoma Highway Safety office and the 
OBA is to increase judiciary knowledge of 
challenges in adjudication Impaired Driv-
ing cases. We do this through peer-to-peer 
judicial education, technical assistance and 
links to resources. 
     We try to review and distribute cur-
rent research, data and information on 

evidence-based sentencing practices, DUI 
Courts, Ignition Interlocks, caselaw and 
offender assessment and treatment. 
     But we can’t meet our goal without help 
from you. Please let us know about inter-
esting issues, facts and arguments you have 
encountered in your courts. Share your 
successes and failures and tell us what you 
want to learn more about.  

PLEASE TELL US WHAT YOU WANT

mailto:joloklahoma%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:JanetJ%40okbar.org?subject=
mailto:GaryB%40okbar.org?subject=
mailto:Joloklahoma%40Gmail.com?subject=

