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Hello Judges
By Judge Rod Ring, (Ret.)
OBA/OHSO Judicial Outreach Liaison 

LAST BUT NOT LEAST!
     I hope that is true.  

     I will be presenting a session about the 
Oklahoma Bar Association/Oklahoma 
Highway Safety Office Judicial Education 
Project on Friday Morning, July 16th at the 
Summer Oklahoma Judicial Conference. It 
will be one of the last programs in a three day 
packed agenda. The program is “What is A 
Judicial Outreach Liaison and How Can they 
Help?” We will discuss the JOL program and 
the resources available to help judges with 
Impaired Driving Dockets. I hope to see you 
at the conference.
     The State of Oklahoma Board of Tests for 
Alcohol and Drug Influence issued a ruing on 
Disposable Materials, Supplies and Parapher-
nalia on May 18, 2021, that should be helpful 
to judges. A full copy of the Declaratory 
Ruling is included below.
     Also included is a Memo from Judge Neil 
Edward Axel, ABA National Judicial Fellow.  

He offers a summary of ethical opinions from 
seven states who have addressed the issue 
of judge’s and Medical/Legalized Marijuana.  
Thank you to Judge Axel for allowing me to 
share this with you.
     The National Judicial College is offering a 
course on Drugged Driving Essentials from 
November 2 to 4, 2021 in Reno. The course 
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The program is available to State 
and local judiciaries and judicial 
educators through the ABA and 
through the Regional and State 
JOLs.  

Traffic Safety Seminars for 
Judges: Essentials of Impaired 
Driving Traffic Safety
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is Funded by the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA). There is NO 
COST to eligible judges. Find out more about 
the course and how to register below. 

Judges and Medical/Legalized Marijuana
This memorandum was originally written by 
Judge Neil Edward Axel, ABA National Fellow 
To the Regional and State Judicial Outreach 
Liaisons on June 28, 2021

     Over the last few years, I’ve come across a 
number of ethics opinions that have ad-
dressed the use of medical or legalized mar-
ijuana.  Although we don’t often talk about 
this aspect of legalization, sometimes it may 
be an interesting topic for discussion when 

you address judges of issues of legalization.  
As you know, 36 (+/-) States have authorized 
medical marijuana, and 34 States (+/-) have 
legalized or decriminalized the possession of 
marijuana. So, I thought I would reference the 
opinions that I’ve come across for you to use 
as you see fit:
     Alaska Commission on Judicial Conduct 
Advisory Opinion 2018-01 (10/9/18):” As See MARIJUANA on Page 2

long as federal law criminalizes marijuana 
use, Alaska judges who choose to use mari-
juana will violate the Alaska Code of Judicial 
Conduct.”  This view is notwithstanding 
the right to privacy provision of the Alaska 
Constitution that has been interpreted by the 
Alaska Supreme Court “to protect the right to 
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personal use of marijuana in the home.” 
     “The use of marijuana violates federal law 
and its use by a judge would reflect a lack of 
respect for the law by showing a selective atti-
tude towards the law suggesting that some are 
appropriate to follow but others are not.”
     California Judicial Ethics Formal Opinion 
2017-010 (4/19/17): A judge may not have 
an interest in any cannabis-related business. 
An interest in a business involving the sale or 
manufacture of marijuana that is in compli-
ance with state and local law is still in viola-
tion of federal law.  “A violation of federal law 
violates a judge’s explicit obligation to comply 
with the law and is an activity that involves 
impropriety or the appearance of impropri-
ety (Canon 2). Moreover, such extrajudicial 
conduct may cast doubt on a judge’s capacity 
to act impartially (Canon 4A(1).)”

     Colorado Judicial Ethics Advisory Board 
Advisory Opinion 2014-01 (7/31/14): Under 
the Colorado Code of Judicial Conduct, 
judges shall comply with the law, with the 
limited and “unusual” exception for “a minor 
violation” of a criminal law.  Possession of 
marijuana is not a minor violation under 
the Code of Judicial Conduct, so a judge’s per-
sonal use of marijuana violates the Code of 
Judicial Conduct.
     Maryland Opinion 2016-09 (3/31/16): A 
judge may not apply for or receive a license to 
grow, process and dispense cannabis for med-
ical purposes under Maryland’s medical mar-
ijuana law.  The opinion noted that as long 
as “federal laws make the possession, use, 
manufacturing and/or distribution of mari-
juana (cannabis) illegal, a judicial [employee] 
may not participate in the growing, process, 

or dispensing of the substance regardless of 
the purpose.”
     Maryland Opinion 2021-06 (5/11/21): 
Even though a judge may be a lawful qual-
ifying patient authorized under Maryland’s 
medical marijuana law to purchase and use 
medical marijuana, he/she would be violating 
the Code of Judicial Conduct by their pur-
chase, use and possession.
     New York Opinion 20-208 (3/11/21): A 
judge may not invest in a publicly traded 
company operating in the United States in 
violation of federal law.  The judge inquired 
about whether it is ethically permissible to 
purchase shares of stock in a corporation 
that is publicly traded on the New York Stock 
Exchange “whose sole purpose is the sale of 
medicinal and recreational marijuana.” The 
company is incorporated in another country, 

where sale and use of marijuana is lawful.  
[Note: it is not clear from the opinion where 
the company sells or plans to sell its mari-
juana.]. This opinion distinguished an earlier 
opinion that a judge could be a sharehold-
er or passive investor in an entity that was 
brokering cannabis licenses in other states.  
The opinion noted that the judge, could not, 
however, be a founder or involved in the ac-
tive management of the entity. See New York 
Opinion 18-169.
     Washington Judicial Ethics Advisory 
Committee Opinion 15-02: In this opinion, 
the Committee advised that a judge may not 
permit a court employee to own a medical 
marijuana business, even if the business fully 
complied with state laws and regulations, in 
light of the federal prohibition against the 
possession sale and distribution of marijuana.

MARIJUANA continued from Page 1

Traffic Safety 
Seminars for 
Judges:  
Essentials of Impaired 
Driving Traffic Safety 
With support from NHTSA, the American 
Bar Association’s (ABA) Judicial Outreach 
Liaison (JOL) program has developed a 
one-day program to educate judges about 
handling impaired driving cases. The 
program is available to State and local 
judiciaries and judicial educators through 
the ABA and through the Regional and 
State JOLs.  
The program will cover six modules: 
• Impaired Driving Offenses and Their  
  Impact on Communities  
• Alcohol and Drug Impaired Driving: 
  Is There a Difference?  
• The Role of the Judge in Impaired 
  Driving Cases  
• Evidence-based Pre-Trial and 
  Sentencing Practices to 
  Reduce Recidivism 
• Sentencing Impaired Drivers  
• The Promise of DWI Courts 
For more information contact Kennedy 
Green at kennedy.green@americanbar.org 

mailto:kennedy.green%40americanbar.org?subject=
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NCSC Creates Courses for  
Treatment Court Professionals

The nation’s opioid crisis highlighted a 
persistent challenge for state courts: what to 
do with the massive number of non-violent 
drug offenders who find themselves in court. 
It also highlighted the need to provide ad-
ditional training for those who work in the 
nation’s treatment courts.
     NCSC’s Institute for Court Management 
has been working for a year and a half to 
create online courses to train judges, admin-
istrators and others who work in treatment 
courts.
“Treatment courts are a specialty court that 
doesn’t operate like a traditional criminal 
or civil court,” said Derek Felton, ICM’s 
director of Creative Learning Services. 
“People working in treatment courts need 
foundational knowledge to help them better 
understand the mission of treatment courts 
and the participants they will be working 
with.”
     The work, done on behalf of the National 
Association of Drug Court Professionals and 
funded by the U.S. Justice Department’s Bu-
reau of Justice Assistance, has so far involved 
creating interactive courses that focus on 
these 10 areas:
• Psychopharmacology
• Assessment & Treatment
• Co-Occurring Disorders
• PTSD
• Drug Testing
• Recurrence
• Confidentiality & Ethics
• Mentors in Veterans Courts
• Introduction to the Department of 

Veterans Affairs, and
• Military Culture
     These courses are replacing a course ICM 
developed for NADCP in 2008 as well as 
several webinars used by the association, a 
training and advocacy organization for the 
treatment court model, which includes about 
4,000 programs in every state, four territo-
ries and more than 20 countries.
     “We want to empower every person 
working in treatment courts to continue to 
expand their knowledge and deepen their 
understanding of core principles and prac-
tices,” said NADCP Chief of Training and 
Research Carolyn Hardin.

     The new courses feature self-paced 
content modules that present the most 
up-to-date science and best practices in the 
treatment court field. The modules employ 
interactive exercises, animation and audio 
voice over to guide participants through the 
training.

     Felton, who oversaw the creation of the 
courses, said ICM is also creating courses 
that cover seven of NADCP’s 10 Adult Drug 
Court Best Practice Standards. And ICM re-
cently signed a new contract with NADCP to 
develop four courses to help treatment court 
law enforcement officers.

Free Course for Traffic Court Judges
The National Judicial College (NJC) is offering 
the following free course for traffic court 
judges with funding from NHTSA .

Drugged Driving Essentials  
In-Person November 2-4, 2021 
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

After this course, you should be able to 
describe the major classes of drugs and how 
they affect driving; discuss what a drug recog-
nition expert (DRE) does, and how to qualify 
him or her as an expert; identify effective and 
efficient sentencing options; and prepare a 
legally sufficient order for continued court 
supervision.

https://www.ncsc.org/education-and-careers/institute-for-court-management
https://www.ncsc.org/education-and-careers/icm-creative-learning-services
https://essentialelements-nadcpelearningcenter.talentlms.com/index
https://www.nadcp.org/
https://www.nadcp.org/
https://bja.ojp.gov/
https://bja.ojp.gov/
https://essentialelements-nadcpelearningcenter.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:255,cms_featured_course:1
https://essentialelements-nadcpelearningcenter.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:256,cms_featured_course:1
https://essentialelements-nadcpelearningcenter.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:257,cms_featured_course:1
https://essentialelements-nadcpelearningcenter.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:261,cms_featured_course:1
https://essentialelements-nadcpelearningcenter.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:259,cms_featured_course:1
https://essentialelements-nadcpelearningcenter.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:258,cms_featured_course:1
https://essentialelements-nadcpelearningcenter.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:260,cms_featured_course:1
https://essentialelements-nadcpelearningcenter.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:263,cms_featured_course:1
https://essentialelements-nadcpelearningcenter.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:264,cms_featured_course:1
https://essentialelements-nadcpelearningcenter.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:264,cms_featured_course:1
https://essentialelements-nadcpelearningcenter.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:262,cms_featured_course:1
https://www.judges.org/courses/drugged-driving-essentials/
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SJEP Staff: 
Judge Rod Ring (Ret.)

Judicial Outreach Liaison
405.246.5023

joloklahoma@gmail.com

Janet Johnson
Project Director

Director of Educational Programs,  
Oklahoma Bar Association

405.416.7028
JanetJ@okbar.org

Gary Berger
Layout & Design 

Production Specialist,  
Oklahoma Bar Association

GaryB@okbar.org

Please send your submissions  
or comments to:

Judge Rod Ring, Retired
Judicial Outreach Liaison 
Joloklahoma@Gmail.com

405.246.5023

SUBMISSIONS/
COMMENTS

The purpose of the State Judicial Outreach 
Liaison program administered through the 
Oklahoma Highway Safety office and the 
OBA is to increase judiciary knowledge of 
challenges in adjudication Impaired Driving 
cases. We do this through peer-to-peer 
judicial education, technical assistance and 
links to resources. 
     We try to review and distribute cur-
rent research, data and information on 

evidence-based sentencing practices, DUI 
Courts, Ignition Interlocks, caselaw and 
offender assessment and treatment. 
     But we can’t meet our goal without help 
from you. Please let us know about inter-
esting issues, facts and arguments you have 
encountered in your courts. Share your suc-
cesses and failures and tell us what you want 
to learn more about.  

PLEASE TELL US WHAT YOU WANT

mailto:joloklahoma%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:JanetJ%40okbar.org?subject=
mailto:GaryB%40okbar.org?subject=
mailto:Joloklahoma%40Gmail.com?subject=

