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Hello Judges
By Judge Rod Ring, (Ret.)
OBA/OHSO Judicial Outreach Liaison 

ADJUST!
That seem to be the most fitting word for 
2020.  How many times this year have we 
had to adjust to changing circumstances in 
our Courthouses and in our lives?  I know 
you are doing all you can to keep the public 
and your courthouse employees safe, but 
the constant adjustments needed as we learn 
more about COVID-19 make that difficult.  
Some of you have moved many court ser-
vices online and have varying degrees of suc-
cess with that. We have learned a lot about 
court responsibilities, what can be safely 
done in person and how online services can 
be provided.  Good luck in those efforts and 
do the best you can to stay safe.
     The OBA has had to ADJUST the Annual 
Meeting, and it will move completely online.  
The OBA/Oklahoma Highway Safety office 
Judicial Education Program has also had 
to adjust our November program.  It will 
be a virtual program which will be offered 
from 8 a.m. to Noon on Monday, November 

9th.  We will make the program available to 
Judges through the OBA website through 
November 30th to allow everyone access to 
the FREE JMCLE.  
     I am excited about the speakers and the 
topics we have lined up and hope you will 
find them interesting and relevant to your 
dockets.  We start with our own Emmy 
Award winning film producer, addiction 
expert, and lawyer Reggie Whitten.  We have 
three nationally known speakers also on the 

INSIDE PAGES

It is time to register for the OBA/
OHSO Fall 2020 Statewide Judi-
cial Education Program to be held 
through ZOOM in conjunction with 
the OBA Annual Meeting.

Oklahoma Judicial 
Impaired Driving 
Education Program

A statistical projection of traffic 
fatalities for the first half of 2015 
shows that an estimated 16,225 
people died in motor vehicle traffic 
crashes.

Early Estimate of 
Motor Vehicle 
Traffic Fatalities

See Page 2

See Page 6

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT: 
New case Regarding DUI Evidence

lineup.
     The registration information, schedule, 
and speakers’ biographies are included later 
in the newsletter.
     Please Save the Date and try to join us on 
November 9th from 8 a.m. until Noon.

A new case from the Oklahoma Court 
of Criminal Appeals, STATE v. CARDE-
NAS-MORENO  2020 OK CR 15, allows 
testimony about a “preliminary breath test” in 
an impaired driving case.

https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=487150#writing-2
https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=487150#writing-2
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REGGIE N. WHITTEN	
• Born in Seminole, Oklahoma; Graduated 
from Seminole High School.
• Graduated from the University of Oklahoma, 
B.A. Political Science
• Graduated from the University of Oklahoma 
College of Law, J.D. in 1980
• From 1980 to 2000, was primarily an insur-
ance and corporate defense attorney
• Co-founder and senior partner of Whitten 
Burrage.  Currently represents people against 
insurance companies (www.whittenbur-
ragelaw.com)
• A Fellow of the American College of Trial 
Lawyers, which is composed of the best of the 
trial bar from the United States and Canada 
and is widely considered to be the premier 
professional trial organization in America and 
whose membership is restricted to no more 
than 1% of the active lawyers in any one state 
(www.actl.com)
• University of Oklahoma College of Law; 
Order of the Owl Hall of Fame on March 12, 
2015
• Inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame in 
November 2013
• Past President for Oklahoma Association for 
Justice (2009-2010) www.okforjustice.org
• Recipient: 2009 Tommy D. Frasier Award, 
given by the Oklahoma Association for Justice; 
2008 Leadership In Law, presented by The 
Journal Record; 2008 Jefferson Society Award, 
given by the Oklahoma Trial Lawyers Associ-
ation
• Selected for inclusion in the Oklahoma Busi-
ness Monthly article, “2002 Oklahoma Law-
yers Guilty of Being the Best in Their Fields”
• Co-Founder of Whitten-Newman Founda-
tion (www.whitten-newmanfoundation.org).  
The Foundation was created in memory of 
Reggie’s son, Brandon, who died on February 
15, 2002 as a result of a traffic accident caused 
by alcohol and drug addiction
• The Foundation has accomplished the fol-
lowing:
o In cooperation with the Sam Noble Muse-
um, the State’s Museum of Natural History, 
created and funded ExplorOlogy, an education 
program which includes interactive scientific 
training and field experiences for Oklaho-
ma youth ages 4 to 18 as well as professional 
development programs for teachers.  (http://
explorology.snomnh.ou.edu)
o Sponsored “The Science of SuperCroc 
Featuring Nigersaurus” at the Sam Noble 
Museum.
o Serves as one of the primary supporters for 
the St. Monica’s School for Girls in Northern 
Uganda, which is operated by CNN Heroes 
Award Winner, Sister Rosemary Nyirumbe, 
for children dispossessed by the conflicts in 

Central Africa.
o Recipient of the 2009 University of Oklaho-
ma Seed Sower Society award 
o Recipient of the 2009 Compass Award from 
Project Exploration
o Recipient of the 2009 Benefactor Award 
from Jasmine Moran Children’s Museum
• Co-founder of Pros For Africa (www.pros-
forafrica.com)	
• Co-founder of Sewing Hope Foundation 
(www.sewinghopefoundation.com) 
• Co-founder of FATE (Fighting Addiction 
Through Education) (www.Fate.org)
• Co-founder of the Brandon Whitten 
Institute for Addiction and Recovery, an 
organization on ECU’s campus that provides 
the university and surrounding communi-
ties with addiction prevention services and 
assists individuals, groups and agencies with 
providing quality addiction and recovery 
services through education, collaboration and 
scholarship.  The BWI has received well over 
a million dollars in grants and significantly 
impacted the health and wellness of thousands 
in Pontotoc County.   
• Co-founder of Native Explorers (www.
Nativeexplorers.com) (www.healthsciences.
okstate.edu/college/native_explorers/index.
cfm)
• On the Board of Trustees for Jasmine Moran 
Children’s Museum (www.jasminemoran.
com)
• Co-founder of Arcadia Trails Center for 
Addiction and Recovery, Edmond Oklahoma, 
a new state of the art addiction treatment 
hospital.  (www.arcadiatrails.com)   
• One of the Principal Creators for Oklahoma 
State University’s Center for Wellness & Re-
covery, a major new prevention and treatment 
center for Oklahomans based in the OSU 
medical school.  
• For his charitable work, Reggie received the 
Outstanding Community Service Award by 
Oklahoma County Bar Association in 2010 
and the Trial Blazers award from the Oklaho-
ma Bar Association.  
• Reggie was honored by Teen Recovery 
Solutions’ as their Preventionist of the Year in 
2013.  
• Reggie received the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Oklahoma Citizen Advocates 
for Recovery & Treatment Association in 
2017. 
• Reggie received the inaugural Melvin Moran 
Humanitarian Award from the Jasmine Moran 
Children’s Museum in 2019.  
• In 2019, Reggie was bestowed an Adjunct 
Clinical Associate Professor of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Sciences position at the Oklaho-
ma State University College of Osteopathic 
Medicine.  

MARK STODOLA
     As National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration’s Probation Fellow, Mark Stodola 
brings over 30 years of experience working 
in the field of court management and adult 
probation in Arizona.  Mark worked at the 
Maricopa County Adult Probation Depart-
ment for 18 years serving in a number of 
capacities including division director over-
seeing drug and alcohol treatment programs, 
problem solving courts and services for the 
mentally ill. Mark later became the Court 
Administrator of the Tempe Municipal Court 
where he served for eight years managing the 
day to day activities of the court. Most recently 
Mark served as Program Services Manager 
in the Adult Probation Services Division of 
the Arizona Supreme Court where he had 
oversight of treatment programs for Arizona’s 
Adult Probation Departments.  Mark has 
presented training on topics surrounding 
high risk drunk drivers at national, regional 
and state conferences throughout the country. 
Mark also is an adjunct instructor at Arizona 
State University.
     Mark received his undergraduate degree 
in History from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison and his Master’s Degree in 
Education from Northern Arizona University.   
Mark became a Graduate Fellow through the 
National Council of State Courts Institute of 
Court Management.

JUDGE ROBERT ANCHONDO
     Judge Robert Anchondo presides over the 
County Criminal Court at Law Number Two 
in El Paso County, Texas and has presid-
ed over the court for over 18 years. Judge 
Anchondo created the DWI Intervention and 
Treatment Program in November of 2004. His 
treatment program handles cases of adults 
convicted of DWI offenses and provides an 
alternative to incarceration. He has a multidis-
ciplinary team that monitors these individuals 
and provides services to family members as 
well. Judge Anchondo also lectures at local, 
state and national-level on various subjects 
dealing with judicial education.  
     The El Paso County DWI Intervention 
and Treatment Program has received the 
“Academy Court” Award from NHTSA and 
The National Center for DWI Drug Courts in 
2014, 2017 and 2020, in recognition for their 
dedication to keeping our nation’s highways 
safe by combining treatment and account-
ability accordingly.  Furthermore, he has been 
presented the 2015 “National Center for DWI 

See BIOS on Page 9
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SJEP Staff: 
Judge Rod Ring (Ret.)

Judicial Outreach Liaison
405.246.5023

joloklahoma@gmail.com

Janet Johnson
Project Director

Director of Educational Programs,  
Oklahoma Bar Association

405.416.7028
JanetJ@okbar.org

Gary Berger
Layout & Design 

Production Specialist,  
Oklahoma Bar Association

GaryB@okbar.org

Please send your submissions  
or comments to:

Judge Rod Ring, Retired
Judicial Outreach Liaison 
Joloklahoma@Gmail.com

405.246.5023

SUBMISSIONS/
COMMENTS

Courts Leadership Award” for the advance-
ment of the nation’s DWI court’s efforts, 
substantial personal leadership and exem-
plary performance through both specific 
results and his public recognition at the 
local, regional, state and national level. Judge 
Anchondo has been awarded “The Kevin 
E. Quinlan Award for Excellence in Traffic 
Safety” for 2019, which is the highest honor 
that the organization bestows and is reserved 
for individuals who have demonstrated 
great commitment and passion for reducing 
impaired driving and saving lives.

HON. NEIL EDWARD AXEL
     Since 1997, Judge Axel has served as a 
judge of the District Court of Maryland, a 
court whose jurisdiction includes criminal 
misdemeanors, traffic and alcohol-related 
offenses, domestic violence, landlord-tenant, 
and civil actions.  In addition to his regular ju-
dicial duties, Judge Axel served on the Howard 
County Drug Treatment and DUI Court pro-
grams and served as Co-Chair of Maryland’s 
Judicial Conference Committee on Problem 
Solving Courts.  Currently, Judge Axel serves 
the District Court as a Senior Judge and is the 
American Bar Association National Judicial 
Fellow for traffic safety issues.  In addition to 
his work on and off the bench, he has been a 
member of the faculty of The National Judicial 
College in Reno, Nevada since 2013.
 

BIOS continued from Page 3

The purpose of the State Judicial Outreach 
Liaison program administered through the 
Oklahoma Highway Safety office and the 
OBA is to increase judiciary knowledge of 
challenges in adjudication Impaired Driving 
cases.   We do this through peer-to-peer 
judicial education, technical assistance and 
links to resources. 
     We try to review and distribute cur-
rent research, data and information on 
evidence-based sentencing practices, DUI 
Courts, Ignition Interlocks, caselaw and 
offender assessment and treatment. 
     But we can’t meet our goal without help 
from you. Please let us know about inter-
esting issues, facts and arguments you have 
encountered in your courts. Share your 

successes and failures and tell us what you 
want to learn more about.  

PLEASE TELL US WHAT YOU WANT
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