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I	 am	 very	 pleased	 that	 we	
were	able	to	secure	Gene	Kranz	
to	be	the	keynote	speaker	at	the	
annual	 luncheon	 on	 Thursday,	
Nov.	5.	I	am	sure	his	speech	will	
be	very	 interesting	and	inspira-
tional.	 Another	 article	 in	 this	
journal	 gives	 you	 more	 back-

ground	 about	 Mr.	
Kranz	 and	 will	 hope-
fully	pique	your	inter-
est	 to	 attend	 the	 lun-
cheon	 to	 see	 him	 in	
person	 and	 hear	 him	
speak.

This	 year	 also	 marked	
another	important	anniver-

sary	 —	 the	 200th	 anni-
versary	 of	 the	 birth	 of	
Abraham	Lincoln.	This	
year’s	plenary	session	
will	 be	 dedicated	 to	
Lincoln	and	the	legacy	
of	 liberty	 he	 left	 for	
our	country.	Abraham	
Lincoln	 has	 always	

been	a	hero	 of	mine.	 It	
is	 very	 fitting	 that	 we	

dedicate	 our	 plenary	 ses-
sion	 to	 discussions	 of	 this	

great	lawyer.
We	 have	 also	 made	 some	

changes	 to	 the	 evening	 enter-
tainment	 events.	 This	 year	 we	
will	 have	 the	 first	 ever	 OBA	
Comedy	 Club.	 On	 Thursday	
evening,	Nov.	5,	we	have	secured	
Henry	 Cho	 to	 perform	 his	

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Come to the Bar Convention in November
By Jon K. Parsley

I	want	to	encourage	all	Oklahoma	attorneys	
to	attend	this	year‘s	bar	convention.	It	will	be	held	at	
the	 Sheraton	 Hotel	 in	 Oklahoma	 City	 Nov.	 4-6.	 I	
want	this	to	be	the	best	Annual	Meeting	ever.	Atten-
dance	is	the	key	to	having	a	great	convention.	If	you	

cont’d on page 1759

have	never	gone	before,	this	is	a	perfect	year	to	start.	
If	you	are	a	long-time	attendee,	we	will	be	glad	to	see	
you	back.	

The	 theme	 for	 the	 105th	 OBA	Annual	 Meeting	 is	
“Failure	 is	 Not	 an	 Option.”	 This	 year	 marked	 the	
40th	anniversary	of	 the	 landing	on	 the	moon.	That	
was	 a	 great	 accomplishment	 for	 our	 country.	 This	
directed	my	attention	
to	 a	 book	 by	 Gene	
Kranz,	 the	 former	
NASA	 flight	 director	
during	the	Apollo	13	
incident,	 called	 Fail-
ure is Not an Option.	
Much	like	the	NASA	engineers	
working	 out	 problems,	 we	
as	attorneys	face	adversi-
ty	 every	 day.	 We	 must	
work	 the	 problems	
with	a	“Failure	is	Not	
an	 Option”	 attitude.	

Our	association	
has	 faced	 sev-
eral	 important	
issues	 this	 year,	
and	 we	 have	
faced	those	issues	
with	 a	 “failure	 is	
not	 an	 option”	 atti-
tude.	 I	 believe	 it	 is	 a	
fitting	theme	for	the	year.

Our	 2009	 bar	 convention	 logo	 marries	 this	
link	 between	 space	 and	 the	 legal	 profession.	
Just	as	an	embroidered	patch	is	created	for	each	
space	mission,	our	Annual	Meeting	logo	resem-
bles	a	patch	to	commemorate	our	most	impor-
tant	meeting	of	the	year.

President Parsley 
practices in Guymon. 

jparsley@ptsi.net 
(580) 338-8764

The theme for the 105th 
OBA Annual Meeting is 
“Failure is Not an Option.”
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	 OBA Mock Trial Committee Meeting;	5:30	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	
Center,	Oklahoma	City	with	teleconference;	Contact:	Judy	Spencer	
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9	 OBA Leadership Academy;	8:30	a.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	
City;	Contact:	Heidi	McComb	(405)	416-7027

10	 OBA Awards Committee Luncheon;	11:30	a.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	
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Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa	with	
teleconference;	Contact:	Tom	Riesen	(405)	843-8444

	 OBA Family Law Section Meeting;	3	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	
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15	 OBA Civil Procedure Committee Meeting;	3	p.m.;	Oklahoma	
Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	OSU	Tulsa;	Contact:	James	Milton	
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	 OBA Law-related Education Committee Meeting;	4	p.m.;	Oklahoma	
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16	 Oklahoma Council of Administrative Hearing Officials;	12	p.m.;	
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17	 OBA Access to Justice Committee Meeting;	10	a.m.;	Oklahoma	
Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	
Kade	McClure	(580)	248-4675

	 OBA Bench & Bar Committee Meeting;	12	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	
Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	
Jack	Brown	(918)	581-8211
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“This	year	is	the	40th	anniver-
sary	 of	 landing	 on	 the	 moon	
and	 I	 have	 always	 been	 a	 big	
fan	 of	 NASA.	 I	 was	 familiar	
with	Gene	Kranz’s	book	Failure 
Is Not an Option	and	thought	 it	
was	very	appropriate	in	the	dif-
ficult	 times	our	association	has	
faced	this	year,”	said	Oklahoma	
Bar	 Association	 president	 Jon	
parsley.	 “Just	 as	 NASA	 works	
through	 its	 problems,	 we	 too	
have	persisted	with	a	‘failure	is	
not	 an	 option’	 attitude.	 I	 was	
delighted	when	I	saw	that	Gene	
Kranz	was	an	available	motiva-
tional	speaker.	It	all	seemed	like	
the	perfect	fit.”

Mr.	Kranz,	author	of	the	New 
York Times	 best	 seller,	 Failure Is Not An Option	
(2000),	records	his	work	in	Mission	Control,	from	
project	Mercury	through	Apollo	13	and	beyond.	
due	 to	 the	 book’s	 success,	 the	 History	 Channel	
used	it	as	a	basis	for	a	documentary	on	that	topic	
that	ran	as	a	two-hour	special	in	2003.

Mr.	Kranz	is	not	aware	of	the	word	failure.	He	
is	most	notably	known	for	successfully	directing	
the	doomed	Apollo	13	mission	astronauts	safely	
back	to	Earth	which	inspired	the	phrase	‘failure	
is	 not	 an	 option.’	 This	 endeavor	 placed	 him	 in	

legendary	 status	 in	 the	 history	
of	 our	 country	 and	 garnered	
him	a	high	honor,	receiving	the	
presidential	Medal	of	Freedom	
for	his	leadership,	heroism	and	
never-give-up	mentality.

He	has	been	featured	in	many	
movies	 including	 the	 block-
buster	 Apollo 13,	 detailing	 the	
failed	 lunar	 landing	 mission	
where	 he	 was	 portrayed	 by	
actor	Ed	Harris.	Mr.	Kranz	has	
also	 been	 the	 subject	 of	 docu-
mentary	films,	books	and	peri-
odical	articles.

Since	 retiring	 from	 NASA	 in	
March	 1994	 after	 37	 years	 of	
service,	 Mr.	 Kranz	 remains	

active	 including	 consulting	 and	 motivational	
speaking	to	professional,	civic	and	youth	groups.	
He	discusses	the	pride,	determination	and	pas-
sion	that	 inspired	and	compelled	the	engineers	
and	 scientists	 who	 were	 responsible	 for	 the	
American	 space	 program’s	 success,	 reminding	
all	that	there	was	no	other	option	but	to	succeed	
during	that	crisis	in	1970.	He	is	also	a	flight	engi-
neer	on	a	B-17	“Flying	Fortress,”	performing	at	
air	shows	throughout	the	United	States.	He	has	
also	built	an	aerobatic	biplane.

Gene Kranz to Share NASA 
Experience that Inspired a Movie

By Jeff Kelton

Gene	Kranz,	a	best-selling	author,	former	NASA	flight	direc-
tor	and	Air	Force	veteran	will	deliver	the	keynote	address	
at	the	105th	OBA	Annual	Meeting	this	year,	Nov.	4	–	6	in	

Oklahoma	City.	

Failure is Not 
an Option

																		continued on next page 
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Mr.	 Kranz	 is	 married	 to	 the	 former	 Marta		
I.	 Cadena	 of	 Eagle	 pass,	 Texas.	 They	 are	 the	
parents	of	six	children.

The	Annual	 Luncheon	 will	 take	 place	 from	
noon	to	1:45	p.m.	Thursday,	Nov.	5.	Mr.	Kranz	
will	be	available	 following	the	 luncheon	for	a	
book	signing	at	2	p.m.	Cost	to	attend	the	lun-
cheon	is	$30	with	Annual	Meeting	registration.	
Seating	 is	 limited,	 so	 register	 today.	 See	 the	
registration	page	in	this	issue.

Mr. Kelton is a communications specialist in the 
OBA Communications Department.

TM

Credit Card Processing For Attorneys

A�niscape Merchant Solutions is a registered ISO/MSP of Harris, N.A., Chicago, IL.

Win Business and Get Paid!

Call 866.376.0950
or visit www.a�niscape.com/OklahomaBar

OBA Members save up to 25% o� 
standard bank fees when you mention 
promotional code: OBASave.

�e Oklahoma Bar Association is pleased to 
o�er the Law Firm Merchant Account, credit 
card processing for attorneys. Correctly accept 
credit cards from your clients in compliance 
with ABA and State guidelines. 

Trust your transactions 
to the only payment 
solution recommended 
by over 50 state and local 
bar associations! Member Bene�t



1728 The Oklahoma Bar Journal Vol. 80 — No. 23 — 9/5/2009

Wednesday • November 4
multi-track Cle

Earn	 a	 year’s	 worth	 of	 CLE	 credit	 in	 a	 day	
and	 a	 half	 at	 the	 Annual	 Meeting.	 plus,	 you	
have	 five	 tracks	 of	 programming	 to	 choose	
from	 —	 Criminal	 Law,	 Family	 Law,	 Recent	
developments,	Real	property	and	yLd	-	Nuts	
and	 Bolts,	 which	 is	 practical	 topics	 for	 new	
lawyers	 or	 experienced	 lawyers	 transitioning	
into	 private	 practice.	 Stay	 in	 one	 track	 —	 or	
jump	around	choosing	your	favorites	from	all	
five	tracks.		Nine	hours	of	CLE	are	offered	on	
Wednesday	from	9	a.m.-noon	and	2-5	p.m.	and	
three	 hours	 can	 be	 earned	 by	 attending	 the	
Thursday	 plenary	 morning	 session.	 Ethics	
credits	 are	 scattered	 throughout	 the	 tracks.	
participants	will	receive	materials	for	all	track	
sessions	on	one	Cd	(saving	you	from	lugging	
around	 a	 back-breaking	 binder)	 that	 can	 be	
popped	into	your	laptop.	Some	materials	will	
be	available	to	pre-registrants	before	the	meet-
ing	 to	download	and	use	 for	note	 taking.	See	
the	CLE	grid	in	this	issue	for	more	details.

2009: the space Odyssey

Inspired	 by	 this	
year ’s	 luncheon	
keynote	 	 speaker,	
space	is	the	theme	for	
what	 is	 traditionally	
the	 best	 party	 of	 the	
OBA	Annual	Meeting	
—	 the	 president’s	
Reception.	 OBA	
president		Jon	parsley	
invites	 you	 to	 join	
him	 Wednesday	
evening	beginning	at	
7	 p.m.	 If	 you’ve	 never	 attended	 before,	 the	
appetizers	 are	 hearty,	 and	 it’s	 a	 great	
opportunity	to	network.	Lots	of	legal	VIps	will	
be	there.	Because	this	is	such	a	popular	event,	
it	has	been	expanded	to	three	hours	this	year.	
Something	 else	 new	 is	 that	 former	Apollo	 13	
Flight	director	Gene	Kranz	will	make	a	public	
appearance	 at	 the	 reception,	 so	 you	 might	
want	 to	 bring	 your	 camera.	 Each	 attendee	
receives	 two	 drink	 tickets.	 Free	 with	 Annual	
Meeting	registration.

art Contest 

The	11th	Annual	OBA	
Art	 Contest	 gives	 bar	
members	 the	 chance	 to	
show	 off	 their	 creative	
side.	 Original,	 lawyer-
created	works	of	art	in	a	
wide	 variety	 of	 media	 will	 be	 judged	 and	
displayed	 during	 the	 president’s	 Reception	
and	again	on	Thursday	morning	until	the	end	
of	the	luncheon.	Artists	have	the	chance	to	win	
ribbons	 and	 first-place	 trophies	 in	 every	
category,	as	determined	by	the	contest	judges.	
A	large	trophy	and	important	bragging	rights	

Annual Meeting Event Highlights
By Carol Manning 

Failure is Not 
an Option

5 Tracks of cLE	
Family	Law	

Criminal	Law	
Nuts	and	Bolts	
Real	property	

Recent	developments	
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as	OBA	Artist	of	the	year	await	the	grand	prize	
winner,	 whose	 artwork	 is	 displayed	 at	 the	
Oklahoma	 Bar	 Center	 for	 one	 year.	 Judge	
Michael	Stano	of	Stillwater	is	the	current	Artist	
of	the	year.	Shawnae	Robey	is	coordinating	this	
event	with	assistance	from	Vice	Chair	Jennifer	
Kirkpatrick.	 Contest	 entry	 fee	 is	 included	 as	
part	of	meeting	registration	fee.	don’t	miss	the	
separate	contest	registration	form.	If	you	have	
questions,	e-mail	artatty@okbar.org.

Thursday • November 5
OBa/Cle Plenary session

This	year	celebrates	the	200th	anniversary	of	
Abraham	 Lincoln’s	 birth	 and	 that	 focus	 on	
honest	 Abe	 is	 reflected	 in	 the	 topic	 for	 the	
plenary	session	—	“Lessons	on	professionalism:	
The	Life	and	practice	of	Abraham	Lincoln.”	Mr.	
Lincoln	practiced	law	for	nearly	25	years,	and	
he	tried	more	than	5,000	cases.	Former	Louisiana	
State	Bar	president	E.	phelps	Gay	will	 review	
the	eventful	life	of	our	16th	president,	especially	
as	it	relates	to	the	practice	of	law.	participants	
will	also	view	a	professionally	produced	dVd	
about	Lincoln’s	life	and	then	listen	to	an	ethics	
discussion	 involving	 a	 number	 of	 esteemed	
panelists.	 Begins	 at	 9	 a.m.	 and	 ends	 at	 11:40	
a.m.	Approved	for	three	hours	of	MCLE	ethics	
credit,	 this	session	is	part	of	the	two-day	CLE	
package	—	or	is	priced	separately.

annual luncheon
In	1970,	space	mission	

Apollo	13	was	 to	be	 the	
third	 manned	 flight	 to	
land	 on	 the	 moon,	 but	
electrical	 problems	 two	
days	 after	 liftoff	 forced	
the	 lunar	 landing	 to	 be	
aborted.	The	loss	of	both	
oxygen	 tanks	 and	
electrical	 power	 in	 the	
main	 spacecraft	 made	
the	 return	 of	 the	 three	
astronauts	 in	 the	 lunar	

module	a	risk-filled	challenge	watched	around	
the	 world.	 	 Luncheon	 keynote	 speaker	 Gene	
Kranz	was	the	leader	of	NASA’s	flight	directors	
who	guided	the	crippled	spacecraft	safely	back	
to	Earth.	“Failure	is	Not	an	Option,”	the	motto	
that	 carried	 him	 through	 the	Apollo	 13	 crisis,	
will	be	the	theme	of	his	presentation.	Mr.	Kranz	
will	share	stories	of	his	NASA	mission	teams	in	
which	many	of	the	flight	directors	were	young	

engineers	 and	 scientists	 with	 little	 work	
experience	 —	 but	 their	 abundant	 energy	 and	
will	 to	 succeed	 made	 history.	 This	 was	 the	
story	that	inspired	the	movie.

Why Attend the 
Annual Meeting?

“The Annual Meeting is the place to see friends 
and renew acquaintances, to learn the concerns 

and happenings of the Oklahoma bar — and  
to recall why you chose this profession.”

— Martha Rupp Carter
Tulsa, Board of Governors

“The Annual Meeting is the best way to stay con-
nected with our bar association; it is also the best 

opportunity to meet attorneys from all parts of 
Oklahoma in a relaxed atmosphere.”

— Mark Hixson
Yukon, Board of Governors

“I have always enjoyed attending 
Annual Meeting. It is a time to ‘be lawyers together’ 

without the stress and competitiveness of active 
practice. Here are a few shorter advantages:  
1) meeting judges while they are relaxed and 

happy, 2) open bars and hospitality suites  
(see # 1), 3) great CLE tracks, 4) taking time to look 

at ‘big picture’ items (where we’re headed as  
attorneys, practice tips, recent developments), 

5) giveaways at the vendor booths, 6) getting to use 
those fancy business cards, 7) great deals  
from vendors, and 8) putting faces to the  

names of OBA staff.”
— Amy E. Wilson

Chairperson, Family Law Section

“You know all of those more ‘experienced’ lawyers 
you want to meet? They are usually at the Annual 

Meeting. As a ‘middle aged’ lawyer, I decided I 
wanted to be involved and someday take a lead-
ership position with the OBA. That goal became a 

reality because of the contacts and friendships  
that developed simply by going to the  

meeting and introducing myself to others.”
— Steve Dobbs

Oklahoma City, Board of Governors

“It is a chance to focus more on the profession than 
the career. We spend hours upon hours dealing 

with ‘opposing’ counsel in our careers as attorneys. 
The Annual Meeting is a great place to meet and 
reacquaint with attorneys and focus on improving 

our profession and our own legal skills.”
— Deb Reheard

Eufaula, Board of Governors
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OBA	awards	will	also	be	presented,	and	the	
new	Artist	of	 the	year	will	be	revealed.	Time:	
12-1:45	 p.m.	 Cost:	 $30	 with	 Annual	 Meeting	
registration,	 which	 is	 required	 to	 purchase	 a	
ticket.	A	book	signing	will	immediately	follow	
the	 luncheon,	 and	 copies	 of	 his	 book	 will	 be	
available	for	purchase.

Free mental Health Cle seminar

The	OBA	is	committed	to	the	well	being	of	its	
members	 and	 for	 the	 third	 year	 is	 offering		

1	1/2	hours	of	free	CLE	(including	1/2	hour	of	
ethics)	on	Thursday	afternoon	from	3-4:15	p.m.	
The	 seminar,	 officially	 titled	 “Courage	 to	
Change:	Lawyers	Helping	Lawyers”	will	focus	
on	depression.	First,	the	cold,	hard	facts	about	
depression	 and	 the	 practice	 of	 law	 will	 be	
addressed,	 followed	 by	 information	 on	
recognizing	and	treating	depression.	A	panel	of	
four	speakers	will	discuss	how	to	embrace	the	
courage	 to	 change,	 in	 an	 effort	 to	 prevent	
depression	that	can	lead	to	suicide.	The	program	
is	 sponsored	 by	 OBA/CLE	 and	 the	 OBA	
Lawyers	Helping	Lawyers	Assistance	program.	
Annual	Meeting	registration	is	not	required	to	
attend.	 Register	 by	 filling	 out	 the	 Annual	
Meeting	registration	form	online	or	in	print.

OBa Comedy Club Featuring Henry Cho

The	OBA	Comedy	
Club	is	a	new	event	
this	year	and	nation-
ally	 known	 come-
dian	 Henry	 Cho	 is	
the	 spotlight	 per-
former.	Be	prepared	
for	 75	 minutes	 of	
laughter	 as	 he	
entertains	the	crowd	
with	 his	 stand-up	
comedy	 seen	 on	
Comedy	 Central,	
The Tonight Show	
and	 MTV’s	 1/2 Hour Comedy Hour.	 He’s	 even	
been	 the	 star	 of	 his	 own	 one-hour	 comedy	
special	 titled,	 “What’s	 That	 Clickin’	 Noise?”	
The	 show	 starts	 at	 7:30	 p.m.,	 and	 it’s	 a	 free	
event	with	Annual	Meeting	registration.

Casino night

An	 Annual	 Meeting	
favorite	 that	 keeps	 on	
packing	 the	 house	 every	
year,	Casino	Night	 is	back	
—	 courtesy	 of	 the	 young	
Lawyers	 division	 that	
sponsors	 the	 event.	 Enjoy	
winning	it	big	at	blackjack,	
roulette,	 craps	 and	 Texas	
Hold	 ‘em	(so	popular	 that	
more	 tables	will	be	added	

this	 year).	 The	 good	 thing	 is	 if	 you	 lose	 a	
bundle,	it’s	only	play	money.	Musical	entertain-
ment	 will	 add	 to	 the	 festivities,	 so	 you	 can	
pretend	you	are	in	the	city	where	what	happens	
there,	 stays	 there.	 A	 drawing	 for	 awesome	
prizes	 will	 be	 held	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 evening.	

Why Attend the 
Annual Meeting?

“It is extremely important to attend the OBA An-
nual Meeting because it is a rare occasion when 
you can combine a truly educational outing with 
the colleagueship of practitioners in your exact 
field of expertise. As vice chair of the Mineral Law 
Section, I always strive at our Annual Meeting to 
produce a product of interest for the mineral law 
practitioner with the opportunity to interact with 
other experts in the energy field.”

— Chris Tytanic 
Vice Chairperson, Mineral Law Section

“I have attended most of the bar conventions 
since 1975. Many years I was able to get all my 
CLE for the year completed and being located 
in Idabel that saved me numerous trips to OKC 
or Tulsa. Perhaps the biggest benefit though 
was the chance to socialize with lawyers from 
all over the state and discuss cases and tactics, 
which amounted to free CLE even if no credit 
was given for it. Also, networking with lawyers has 
brought me some good referrals over the years. 
We encourage all our lawyers to attend.”

— Jerry McCombs
Idabel, Board of Governors

“It is a great time to get meaningful CLE. More 
importantly it is a great networking opportunity 
for newer lawyers and a time for camaraderie 
and fellowship for all lawyers. President Parsley 
has prepared an excellent Annual Meeting this 
year which shouldn’t be missed!”

— J. William Conger 
2008 OBA President
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Casino	night	will	be	from	9	p.m.-midnight	and	
is	free	with	Annual	Meeting	registration.

Friday • November 6
President’s Prayer Breakfast

president	 Jon	 parsley	
invites	 you	 to	 join	 him	
for	 breakfast,	 a	 long-
standing	 Annual	 Meet-
ing	tradition.	The	speak-
er	 will	 be	 William	 G.	
paul,	 better	 known	 as	
Bill	 or	 Willie	 to	 his	
friends,	 who	 will	 dis-
cuss	 the	book	about	his	
life	 called,	 Willie of the 
Valley.	 It	 is	 an	 inspira-
tional	 story	 of	 a	 man	
who	grew	up	on	a	dairy	
farm	in	pauls	Valley	and	

with	great	effort,	hard	work	and	determination	
rose	 to	 the	 leadership	 of	 the	 American	 Bar	
Association	with	more	than	400,000	members.	
Bill	served	as	OBA	president	in	1976,	was	gen-
eral	counsel	for	phillips	petroleum	Co.	and	has	
served	in	many	capacities	in	his	current	firm	of	
Crowe	 and	 dunlevy.	 All	 who	 attend	 will	 be	

given	an	autographed	copy	of	the	book,	cour-
tesy	of	Mr.	paul.	The	breakfast	is	from	7:30	-	9	
a.m.	Cost:	$20.	Sign	up	on	the	Annual	Meeting	
registration	form.

General assembly
Leaders	 of	 the	 Oklahoma	 Supreme	 Court	

and	Court	of	Criminal	Appeals	will	share	their	
current	 challenges	 and	 triumphs.	 OBA	
president	 Jon	 parsley	 will	 review	 milestones	
accomplished	by	the	OBA	during	the	year	and	
give	 insight	 on	 what	 lies	 ahead	 for	 the	
association.	 Come	 see	 your	 colleagues,	 and	
maybe	 your	 bar	 association,	 honored	 with	
OBA	awards.	Begins	at	9	a.m.	Open	to	all	bar	
members,	not	just	delegates.

House of Delegates
Taking	 place	 immediately	 following	 the	

General	 Assembly,	 the	 voice	 of	 the	 mem-
bership	elects	officers	and	Board	of	Governors	
members	for	2010.	plus,	they	make	decisions	
on	 the	 OBA’s	 legislative	 plan	 and	 other	
important	issues	for	next	year.	president-Elect	
Allen	 Smallwood	 of	 Tulsa	 presides	 during	
this	session.	The	deadline	to	submit	resolutions	
to	 OBA	 Executive	 director	 John	 Morris	
Williams	 for	 consideration	 by	 the	 House	 of	
delegates	is	5	p.m.	Thursday,	Oct.	1,	2009.

Ms. Manning is director of the OBA 
Communications Department.
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Attorneys	 love	 history.	After	 all,	 members	 of	
the	legal	profession	permeate	almost	every	sig-
nificant	 historical	 marker	 in	 American	 history.	
It’s	natural	that	we’d	be	interested	in	the	attor-
neys	 who	 proceeded	 us	 and	 so	 impacted	 the	
America	in	which	we	live	today.

PlenarY sessIOn
If	you	love	history,	you	love	Abraham	Lincoln.	

This	 year	 is	 the	 200th	 anniversary	 of	 Lincoln‘s	
birth.	 In	honor	of	 that	occasion,	 the	OBA/CLE	
Annual	 Meeting	 plenary	 session	 will	 focus	 on	
the	 life	 of	 Lincoln	 and	 what	 we	 can	 learn,	 as	
lawyers,	from	his	life.

“Lessons	 on	 professionalism:	 The	 Life	 and	
practice	 of	Abraham	 Lincoln”	 is	 scheduled	 for	
Thursday,	Nov.	5,	at	9	a.m.	Approved	for	three	
hours	 of	 MCLE	 ethics	 credit,	 this	 session	 will	
begin	with	a	presentation	by	a	former	Louisiana	
State	Bar	president,	E.	phelps	Gay.	His	session,	
titled,	“Abraham	Lincoln:	A	Few	Remarks	about	
a	Real	Man,”	will	review	the	eventful	life	of	our	
16th	 president,	 especially	 as	 it	 relates	 to	 the	
practice	of	law.

Thereafter,	 a	 professionally	 produced	 dVd	
about	Lincoln‘s	life	will	be	presented.	Organized	
by	ethics	areas,	the	dVd	will	frame	ethics	issues	
for	 discussion	 by	 an	 esteemed	 panel:	 Mr.	 Gay;	

Judge	david	Lewis,	Oklahoma	Court	of	Crimi-
nal	 Appeals;	 Judge	 Jane	 Wiseman,	 Oklahoma	
Court	 of	 Civil	 Appeals;	 Steven	 dobbs,	 dobbs	
and	Middleton,	Oklahoma	City;	professor	Rick	
Tepker,	University	of	Oklahoma	College	of	Law;	
Gina	Hendryx,	OBA	general	counsel,	and	Travis	
pickens,	OBA	ethics	counsel.	

multI-traCK semInars

The	 Wednesday	 CLE	 multi-track	 format	 will	
be	 used	 again	 at	 this	 year‘s	 meeting.	 Members	
will	have	an	opportunity	to	select	from	in	excess	
of	30	different	sessions.	Five	tracks	of	simultane-
ous	 CLE	 programming	 will	 be	 offered:	 Family	
Law,	Criminal	Law,	Nuts	and	Bolts,	Real	prop-
erty	Law	and	Recent	developments.

The	 Family	 Law	 track	 is	 packed	 with	 useful	
information	on	cutting-edge	and	relevant	topics.	
planned	by	Kimberly	Hays,	Tulsa,	 the	 sessions	
will	 include	presentations	on	the	child	support	
changes,	the	changes	and	reorganization	of	Title	
10,	 a	 primer	 on	 relocation,	 attorney	 fees	 and	
liens	 and	 artificial	 reproduction	 law.	 Eufaula	
attorney	deborah	Reheard	will	speak	on	a	scary	
topic	but	offer	you	practical	advice	on	what	 to	
do	 when	 you	 get	 that	 OBA	 envelope	 marked	
“Confidential.”

Continuing Legal Education  
at its Best

Overview of OBA/CLE Annual Meeting Programming
By Donita Bourns Douglas

“I	know	not	how	to	aid	you,	save	in	the	assurance	of	one	of	
mature	age,	and	much	severe	experience,	that	you	can	not	fail,		

if	you	resolutely	determine,	that	you	will	not.”
— Abraham Lincoln in a letter to George Latham, July 22, 1860

Failure is Not 
an Option
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The	 ever-popular	 Criminal	 Law	 track,	
planned	 by	 Oklahoma	 City	 attorneys	 Ben	
Brown	and	Charlie	Sifiers,	includes	sessions	on	
expungements,	current	evidentiary	issues,	reg-
istration	of	violent	offenders	and	sex	offenders,	
the	Oklahoma	Open	Records	Act	dealing	with	
scientific	 evidence,	 methamphetamines	 and	
ethics	in	criminal	law	—	plus	much	more.

Lawyers	need	the	Nuts	and	Bolts	track	more	
than	ever	in	these	times.	planned	by	the	OBA	
young	Lawyers	division,	spearheaded	by	Rick	
Rose	of	Oklahoma	City,	this	track	includes	ses-
sions	 on	 buying	 and	 selling	 real	 property,	
energy	law	basics	and	family	law	basics.	Okla-
homa	 Supreme	 Court	 Justice	 Jim	 Winchester	
will	 speak	 on	 “How	 to	 Communicate	 with	
Baby	 Boomers;”	 Jim	 Calloway,	 director	 of	 the	
OBA	 Management	 Assistance	 program	 will	
answer	the	question,	“What	does	the	Internet	
Think	of	you?”	and	OBA	General	Counsel	Gina	
Hendryx	will	 share	her	professional	expertise	
and	provide	one	hour	of	ethics	when	she	pres-
ents,	“Client	Care	—	Intake,	Expectations	and	
Boundaries.”

For	 the	 first	 time	 ever,	 the	 Wednesday	 CLE	
tracks	will	include	a	Real	property	track.	Okla-
homa	City	attorney	Kraettli	Epperson	has	care-
fully	 selected	 topics	 relevant	 to	 the	 general	
practitioner:	defeating	borrower‘s	claims,	using	
LLCs	to	hold	and	convey	title,	perfecting	and	

renewing	 judgments,	 the	 Marketable	 Record	
Title	Act,	defensible	title	and	use	of	transfer	on	
death	deeds.

you	don‘t	have	to	wait	until	december	to	get	
the	most	recent	changes	to	the	law.	The	Recent	
developments	 track	 will	 provide	 updates	 on	
ethics,	 Indian	 law,	employment	 law,	adoption	
law	and	 tort	 reform.	 Jim	Calloway	will	 speak	
on	 recent	 economic	 developments	 when	 he	
addresses	 “Billing	 Strategies	 in	 a	 Changing	
Economy.”

The	five	tracks	will	occur	simultaneously	in	
five	meeting	rooms	at	the	Sheraton	Hotel.	Each	
track	 is	 divided	 into	 50-minute	 blocks,	 and	
breaks	 will	 coincide.	 Attendees	 can	 mix	 and	
match	 programs	 they	 attend	 and	 fit	 together	
the	CLE	that	best	suits	their	needs.	Ethics	and	
technology	 sessions	 are	 scattered	 throughout	
the	day.	Registrants	receive	materials	on	a	Cd	
for	 all	 Wednesday	 sessions,	 not	 just	 the	 ses-
sions	attended.

So,	at	this	year’s	Annual	Meeting,	be	a	part	of	
history.	 Join	 us	 for	 some	 quality	 CLE	 that	 is	
guaranteed	 to	 be	 beneficial,	 entertaining	 and	
educational.	 Reserve	 your	 spot	 now	 with	
OBA/CLE	 and	 get	 excited	 about	 learning	
again.	

Ms. Douglas is director of OBA Educational 
Programs.

NOTICE OF HEARING ON THE PETITION FOR REINSTATEMENT 
OF ian steedman, SCBD #5541 

TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE OKLAHOMA BAR ASSOCIATION

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Rule 11.3(b), Rules Governing Disciplin-
ary Proceedings, 5 O.S., Ch. 1, App. 1-A, that a hearing will be held to deter-
mine if Ian Steedman should be reinstated to active membership in the 
Oklahoma Bar Association.

Any person desiring to be heard in opposition to or in support of the peti-
tion may appear before the Professional Responsibility Tribunal at the Okla-
homa Bar Center at 1901 North Lincoln Boulevard,  
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, October 22, 2009. Any 
person wishing to appear should contact Gina Hendryx, General Counsel, 
Oklahoma Bar Association, P.O. Box 53036, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73152, 
telephone (405) 416-7007, no less than five (5) days prior to the hearing.

 PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY TRIBUNAL
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OBA/CLE Annual Meeting 2009
November 4, 2009 DAY ONE

Family Law Criminal Law Nuts & Bolts Real Property Recent
Developments 

Program Planner/ 
Moderator 

Kimberly Hays

 Program Planner/ 
Moderator

Ben Brown 
Charles Sifers

Program Planner/ 
Moderator 

Rick Rose

Program Planner/ 
Moderator 

Kraettli Epperson

Program Planner/ 
Moderator 

Travis A. Pickens

The New Child 
Support  

Guidelines

Amy Wilson

Expungements 
101

David Stockwell

Let’s Make a 
Deal: Legal 

Aspects of Buying 
and Selling  

Real Property  
in Oklahoma

Briana J. Ross

Defeating 
Borrowers’ 

Claims

Blake Parrott

Update on 
Ethics Law 

(ethics) 

Travis A. Pickens 

WEDNESDAY
Registration
8 - 9 a.m.

Session 1

9 - 9:50 a.m.

Session 2

10 - 10:50 a.m.

Session 3

11 - 11:50 a.m.

Session 4

2 -2:50 p.m.

Title 10 
Recodification

Anne Sublett

Dealing with 
Scientific  
Evidence 

in Criminal Law

Marny Hill

Basics of 
Energy Law for 

the General 
Practitioner

Travis Brown 

Using LLCs to 
Hold and 

Convey Title

Alan Durbin  

Indian Law 
Update

O. Joseph  
 Williams

It’s 10 O’Clock, 
Do You Know 
Where Your  

Client’s Genetic 
Material Is? 
Questions  

Family Lawyers 
Should Be 

Asking

Noel Tucker

Registration 
Requirements for 
Violent Offenders 
and Sex Offenders

Cynthia Viol

How to  
Communicate 

with Baby 
Boomers

Justice 
Jim Winchester

Perfecting and 
Renewing 
Judgments

Josh Greenhaw

Billing Strategies 
in a Changing 

Economy

Jim Calloway

It’s a Small 
World! The 

Current State of 
Relocation Law: 
Requesting and 

Defending 
Against 

Relocation

Lori Pirraglia

Oklahoma Open 
Records Act: Its 
Use in Criminal 

Defense

Steve Fabian

Client Care — 
Intake, 

Expectations, 
and 

Boundaries 
(ethics)

Gina Hendryx 

Changing the 
Understanding 

of the 
Marketable 

Record Title Act

Scott McEachin 

Employment Law 
Update

Christine Cave

12-2 p.m. LUNCH (On your own)
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OBA/CLE Annual Meeting 2009

Session 5

3 - 3:50 p.m.

Session 6

4 - 4:50 p.m.

4:50 p.m. ADJOURN

November 5 DAY TWO
THURSDAY
Registration
8 - 9 a.m.

OBA/CLE
Plenary 
Session

9 - 11:50 a.m.

Topic:
Lessons on 

Professionalism:
The Life and 
Practice of 

Abraham Lincoln

Featured Speaker: 
E. Phelps Gay, 
Former Louisiana 
State Bar President

cont’d

Lien on Me: 
Attorney’s Fees 
and Enforcing 

Your Lien

Julie Rivers

Ethics and 
Criminal Law 

(ethics)

Debbie Maddox

What Does the 
Internet Think 

of You

Jim Calloway

Definition of 
Defensible Title 
Regarding Oil 
and Gas: Panel 

Discussion

Timothy Dowd 
John Myles

Kraettli Epperson

Adoption Law 
Update

Jennifer Kern

Family Law Criminal Law Nuts & Bolts Real Property Recent 
Developments

Bar 
Complaints: 
What To Do 
When Your 

Client Wants to 
Divorce You! 

(ethics)

Deborah Reheard

Child Support 
Basics: 

Getting to 
Know Oklahoma 

Child Support 
Services and 

Administrative 
Court

Hannah Cable

Use of Transfer 
on Death Deed

Darin Savage

Methamphetamine 
The New Formula, 

Threat and 
Epidemic

Mark Rutherford

Tort Reform: The 
Effects of 1603 on 

Your Practice

Brad West

“Abraham Lincoln: A Few Remarks about a Real Man”

Following a DVD presentation, there will be a panel discussion 
featuring: Mr. Gay

Judge David Lewis, Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals
Judge Jane Wiseman, Oklahoma Court of Civil Appeals
Steven Dobbs, Dobbs and Middleton, Oklahoma City

Professor Rick Tepker, OU College of Law
Gina Hendryx, OBA general counsel
Travis Pickens, OBA ethics counsel 
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THE 2009 OKLAHOMA CORPORATION COMMISSION INSTITUTE
“HOT TOPICS IN OIL & GAS CONSERVATION PRACTICE”

Sponsored by the Office of Administrative Proceedings of the Oklahoma Corporation Commission 
and the Mineral Law Section of the Oklahoma Bar Association			

Friday, October 23, 2009  •  9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
University of Oklahoma -Tulsa, Schusterman Center  •  4502 East 41st Street  •  Tulsa, Oklahoma	

9:00	–9:15	 Welcome	 The	Commissioners
9:15	–	9:45	 A Mock Pooling Hearing	 	Richard	K.	Books,	Attorney	at	Law	

Richard	Gore,	Attorney	at	Law	
Administrative	Law	Judges	
ALJ	Michael	Porter,	ALJ	Paul	Porter,		
ALJ	Michael	Norris,	ALJ	William	Peterson,	
ALJ	David	Leavitt			

9:45	–	10:45	 Panel: Current Issues in Oklahoma Petroleum Land Management
	 	 Michael	D.	Stack,	Attorney	at	Law,	Moderator	
	 	 Eric	Lowe,	Petroleum	Land	Manager	—	Kaiser-Francis	Oil	Company	
	 	 	Dorsey	Roach,	Petroleum	Land	Manager
	 	 Mark	Hambric,	Petroleum	Land	Manager
	 	 Loyd	Tinsley,	Petroleum	Land	Manager	—	Devon	Energy	Corp.
10:45	–	11:00	 Mid-Morning	Break
11:00	–	12:00	 Panel: Hot Topics in Regulation of Horizontal Drilling and Spacing
	 			 The	Honorable	Dana	Murphy,	Commissioner,	Moderator	
	 	 Ron	Dunkin,	Manager,	Technical	Services	
	 	 Bob	McCoy,	Manager,	Geology	Oil	&	Gas	Conservation	Division
	 	 Richard	Grimes,	Attorney	at	Law
	 	 Janet	McGehee,	Petroleum	Engineer,	New	Dominion,	LLC
	 	 Jim	Addison,	Petroleum	Engineer,	Newfield	Exploration	Mid-Continent,	Inc.
12:00	–	1:30	 Lunch	on	your	own.
1:	30	–	2:15	 Panel: Current Issues in Oklahoma Forced Pooling, Part I		
	 	 ALJ	Michael	Decker,	Moderator
	 	 ALJ	Patricia	MacGuigan,	Acting	Oil	and	Gas	Appellate	Referee	
	 	 ALJ	Curtis	M.	Johnson		
	 	 Eric	King,	Attorney	at	Law	
	 	 John	R.	Reeves,	Attorney	at	Law
2:15-3:00	 Panel: Current Issues in Oklahoma Forced Pooling, Part II						
	 	 ALJ	Paul	Porter,	Moderator	
	 	 John	Moricoli,	Attorney	at	Law
	 	 William	Huffman,	Attorney	at	Law
	 	 Ron	Barnes,	Attorney	at	Law
	 	 Greg	Mahaffey,	Attorney	at	Law
3:00	–	3:15		 Mid-Afternoon	Break
3:	15	–	4:15	 Panel: Hot Topics for Mineral Owners in Oil & Gas Regulation 	
	 	 Steve	McNamara,	Attorney	at	Law,	Moderator	
	 	 David	Sikes,	NARO
	 	 Richard	Chapman,	American	Royalty	Council	
	 	 Terry	Stowers,	Attorney	at	Law	
	 	 Donna	Darnell,	Consumer	Services	Division,	Oklahoma	Corp.	Commission		
4:15	–	4:30	 Appreciation & Evaluations	 TBA

The seminar is dedicated to the late Judge Randolph S. Specht, Oil and Gas Appellate Referee, who died August 17, 2009. Judge Specht was a 
scholar and gentleman who always set the highest example of professionalism in his dealings with the public, practicing bar, and judicial colleagues. 
His contribution to Oklahoma oil and gas law will form a substantial legacy for decades to come.		

Fee: $50.00 (pre-registration by COB Wednesday, October 21, 2009) $60.00 (registration at the door). Please make checks 
payable to: Oklahoma Corporation Commission, OAP Seminar  2009. The seminar is approved by the Oklahoma Bar Associa-
tion’s Mandatory Continuing Legal Education Commission for 6 hours of MCLE credit, with no ethics credit included. 

Registration: C/o Ms. Snooks Campbell (please call if you fail to receive confirmation response to e-mail registration.)
 Office of Administrative Proceedings
 Oklahoma Corporation Commission
 P.O. Box 52000
 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73152-2000
 Telephone: (405) 521-2756, Facsimile: (405) 522-6397
 E-mail: OAPinfo@occemail.com

Please submit additional inquiries to: ALJ Michael Decker, OAP Director (405) 521-2241, m.decker@occemail.com.
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Mr.	 Cho,	 who	 is	 originally	
from	 Tennessee,	 calls	 himself	
“an	 Asian	 with	 a	 southern	
accent.”	

“To	a	lot	of	people,	that	right	
there	is	funny,”	he	said.

Mr.	 Cho	 recently	 partnered	
with	 CBS	 and	 paramount	 Stu-
dios	to	co-create	and	star	in	his	
own	sitcom	based	on	his	life	as	
a	 Korean-American	 born	 and	
raised	in	the	American	South.

In	2006,	he	had	his	own	one-
hour	 comedy	 special	 titled,	
“What’s	 That	 Clickin’	 Noise?”	
on	Comedy	Central.

Mr.	Cho’s	other	comedy	cred-
its	 include	 NBC’s	 Bob Hope’s Young Comedians 
Special,	MTV’s	½ Hour Comedy Hour	and	several	
appearances	on	The Tonight Show.	He	also	hosted	
NBC’s	Friday Night Videos	for	two	years	and	had	
many	 guest	 roles	 on	 various	 sitcoms	 such	 as	
CBS’	Designing Women.

He	 has	 made	 appearances	 in	
several	 feature	 films,	 including	
Material Girls,	 starring	 opposite	
Hilary	duff	and	Angelica	Houston,	
McHale’s Navy	and	Say It Isn’t So.

In	the	summer	of	2003,	Mr.	Cho	
was	 the	 keynote	 entertainer	 for	
the	 59th	 Annual	 Radio	 &	 Televi-
sion	 Correspondents’	 dinner	
attended	by	the	Bush	administra-
tion.	 Then,	 over	 the	 holiday	 sea-
son,	 he	 joined	 Amy	 Grant	 and	
Vince	Gill	on	their	annual	Christ-
mas	 tour	 and	 toured	 with	 them	
again	december	2004.

To	 get	 a	 preview	 of	 Mr.	 Cho’s	
stand-up,	 check	 out	 his	 videos	 at	
www.myspace.com/henrycho.

don’t	miss	this	event,	set	for	7:30	p.m.	Thursday,	
Nov.	5.	It’s	free	with	Annual	Meeting	registration.	

And	while	Mr.	Cho	promises	not	to	make	any	
lawyer	 jokes,	 you	 can	 be	 guaranteed	 to	 walk	
away	with	plenty	of	laughs.

Ms. Brown is a communications specialist in the 
OBA Communications Department.

Can You Take a Joke?
Stand-up Comic to Perform at Annual Meeting 

By Melissa Brown

Laughter	 is	 the	 best	 medicine.	 And	 at	 this	 year’s	 Annual	
Meeting,	there	is	sure	to	be	plenty	of	it.
The	 headliner	 for	 the	 Thursday	 evening	 Annual	 Meeting	

festivities	 will	 be	 comedian	 Henry	 Cho,	 who	 has	 appeared	 on	
Comedy	Central,	The Tonight Show	and	in	several	feature	films.

Failure is Not 
an Option
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Are	 you	 ready	 to	 show	 off	 your	 hidden	 artistic	 talent?	
Now’s	your	chance!	Enter	your	pieces	of	art	 in	 the	2009	
Attorney	Art	Show.	

The	art	show	is	part	of	the	OBA	Annual	Meeting,	to	
be	held	Nov.	4-6	at	the	Sheraton	Hotel	in	downtown	
Oklahoma	 City.	 Original,	 attorney-created	 works	 of	
art	will	be	on	display	 throughout	 the	meeting.	Last	
year	we	had	22	artists	enter	63	pieces	of	art	in	10	dif-
ferent	categories	and	we	expect	another	great	success	
this	year.

A	 panel	 of	 three	 local	 art	 aficionados	 will	 judge	
the	 entries.	 First,	 second	 and	 third	 place	 designa-
tions	 will	 be	 awarded	 in	 each	 category,	 and	 the	
panel	will	select	an	overall	“Artist	of	the	year”	from	
all	of	the	entries.	The	attorney	named	“Artist	of	the	
year”	will	be	requested	to	attend	Thursday’s	Annu-
al	Luncheon	 to	 receive	his	or	her	award,	and	 the	
artist	of	the	year	will	have	his	or	her	artwork	dis-
played	at	 the	Oklahoma	Bar	Center	 in	Oklahoma	
City	for	a	year.	

Art	 show	 participants	 may	 submit	 entries	 in	 as	
many	categories	as	 they	wish;	however,	 there	 is	a	
limit	 of	 two	 entries	 per	 category.	Additionally,	 all	
entries	must	have	been	completed	within	the	past	
five	years	and	cannot	have	been	awarded	the	top	
three	places	in	any	prior	OBA	Attorney	Art	Show.	
To	 participate,	 simply	 register	 for	 the	 Annual	

Meeting	and	fill	out	 the	art	show	registration	form.	No	extra	entry	
fees	—	they	are	included	in	the	meeting	registration	fee.	

The	 art	 will	 be	 on	 display	 Wednesday,	 Nov.	 4	 from	
6	 -	 9	 p.m.	 and	 Thursday,	 Nov.	 5	 from	 11	 a.m.	 -	 2	 p.m.	
Judging	will	take	place	on	Wednesday	from	12	-	2	p.m.	
No	registrants	will	be	allowed	in	the	display	room	dur-
ing	 judging.	 We	 look	 forward	 to	 your	 participation!	 If	
you	have	any	questions,	please	contact	Shawnae	Robey,	
2009	Art	Show	Coordinator,	at	(405)	325-4124,	or	e-mail	
artatty@okbar.org.

2009 Art Contest
By Shawnae Robey

Failure is Not 
an Option

 
Judge Stano’s winning entry “Seal Beach” 

Category: color photograph

2008 OBA Vice President Mike Mordy 

presents the Artist of the Year Award to 

Judge Michael Stano at last year’s 

Annual Luncheon.
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2009 OBA ATTORNEY ART SHOW
REGISTRATION FORM

   Name of Piece       Size/Weight        Date                 Category 
              Created

The following 
categories of art 
will be judged:

• Oil Painting
• Acrylic
• Watercolor
•  Black and White  

Drawing
• Color Drawing
•  Black and White  

Photograph
• Color Photograph
•   Three Dimensional 

(sculptures, 
woodwork, etc.)

•  Craft (tile work, 
stained glass,  
needlepoint, etc.)

•  Mixed Media 
(screenprint,  
enhanced  
photographs, etc.)

Photography

Watercolor
Pottery

Stained 
glass

Deadline: Oct. 12, 2009
(No	registrations	will	be	accepted	after	this	deadline)

Return	form	with		
Annual	Meeting	registration	fee	to:	
Oklahoma	Bar	Association	•	p.O.	Box	53036	•	Oklahoma	City,	OK	73152

Name	______________________________________________		
OBA	Number	_______________________________________	
*E-mail	____________________________________________	

(*Must	be	submitted	to	receive	additional	information	and	forms)
Address	____________________________________________	
City	_______________		State	______		Zip	 	_______________
phone	_____________________		Fax		___________________
I	will	enter	___	pieces	of	art,	each	of	which	are	described	below.
For	each	entry,	complete	in	detail	all	information	requested	below.	please	attach	an	additional	sheet	with	all	the	required	information	for	entries	exceeding	the	space	provided.
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Please complete a separate form for each registrant.

Name  _______________________________________________________ 

E-mail  ________________________________________________________

Badge Name  (if different from roster) ______________________________  Bar No.  ___________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City  ______________________________ State  ________  Zip  _______________  Phone  _______________________

Name of Non-Attorney Guest  _________________________________________________________________________

Please change my OBA roster information to the information above.   q Yes   q No

PAYMENT OPTIONS:
q  Check enclosed: Payable to Okla. Bar Association
     Credit card:    q VISA     q Mastercard     q Discover     q American Express
Card #______________________________________________________________
Exp. Date____________________________________________________________
Authorized Signature
____________________________________________________________________
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS: 
Fees do not include hotel accommodations. For reservations contact: Sheraton 
Hotel at (405) 235-2780. Call by Oct. 12 and mention hotel code: OK BAR 
for a special room rate of $97 per night. For hospitality suites, contact Craig 
Combs at (405) 416-7040 or e-mail: craigc@okbar.org.

THREE WAYS TO REGISTER

n   MAIL this registration form with payment 

or credit card info to:     
                   OBA Annual Meeting 

P.O. Box 53036  
Okla. City, OK 73152

n FAX this registration form with credit card 

information to: (405) 416-7092.

n   ONLINE at www.okbar.org

n   CANCELLATION POLICY Full refunds 

will be given through Oct. 23. No 
refunds will be issued after deadline.

Check all that apply:  

q  Judiciary  q  OBF Fellow  q  OBF Past President  q  OBA Past President  q  YLD Officer  q YLD Board Member  q  YLD Past President
q  Board of Bar Examiner  q  2009 OBA Award Winner  q  Delegate  q  Alternate  q  County Bar President: County _______________________

q  YES!  Register me for the 2009 Annual Meeting, November 4, 5 & 6, in Oklahoma City.
Events will be held at the Sheraton Hotel. Registration fee includes continental breakfast in hospitality area, President’s Reception 
ticket(s), OBA Comedy Club, convention gift, Vendors Expo, Art Contest and Viva Las Vegas Casino Night. 
n  MEMBER:                q $50 through Oct. 12; $75 after Oct. 12 ......................................................... $ __________
n  NEW MEMBER        (Admitted after Jan. 1, 2009): q Free through Oct. 12; $15 after Oct. 12 ................ $ __________
n  LAW STUDENT DIV.   q $25 through Oct. 12; $35 after Oct. 12 ........................................................ $ __________
q    I will submit an entry (or entries) in the Art Contest. (Submit art registration form by Oct. 12.  

Entry fee included in meeting registration.)

I will be attending/participating in the following ticketed events in addition  
to my registration fee for Annual Meeting:
q  WED. & THURS.: CLE Multitrack      ( ___ [0 or 1] ticket @ $150 through Oct.12; $175 after Oct. 12;  
       and Plenary                                   $50 for new members through Oct. 12, $75 after Oct. 12)  ......... $ __________
q  THURSDAY: CLE Plenary only      ( ___ [0 or 1] ticket @ $75 through Oct. 12; $100 after Oct. 12; 
                                                           $25 for new members through Oct. 12, $50 after Oct. 12). ......... $ __________
q  THURSDAY: Annual Luncheon                ( ___ number of tickets @ $30 each) ......................................... $ __________
q  FRIDAY: President’s Prayer Breakfast        ( ___ number of tickets @ $20 each) .......................................... $ __________
q   Please check here, if under the Americans with Disabilities Act you require specific aids or services during  

your visit to the OBA Annual Meeting.  q Audio q Visual q Mobile       (Attach a written description of your needs.)

I will be attending the following ticketed events that do NOT require Annual Meeting registration:
q  WEDNESDAY: Law School Luncheon – (check one)  □      q  OCU q  OU q  TU
                                                              ( ___ number of tickets @ $30 each ........................................ $ __________

                                                                                                                                             TOTAL  $ __________
q I will be attending the free mental health CLE seminar, “Courage to Change: Lawyers Helping  
Lawyers,” that does NOT require Annual Meeting registration.

Failure is Not 
an Option

2009 Annual Meeting Registration Form
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Legal Aid Services of Oklahoma, Inc. and Oklahoma Indian Legal Services, Inc.

FAMILY PRACTICE MONTAGE XIII
SELECTED TOPICS FOR PRO BONO ATTORNEYS

Wednesday, October 7, 2009
Oklahoma Bar Center, 1901 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

MCLE Credit of 7.0 Hours, Including 2.0 hours of ethics

PROGRAM AGENDA

8:30 a.m. Registration & Continental Breakfast

8:55-9:00 Welcome

9:00-9:50 The Indian Child Welfare Act in Oklahoma

Steve Hager, Director of Litigation, Oklahoma Indian Legal Services, Inc.

10:00-10:50 Military Issues Arising in Family Law Cases

Kathryn McClure, Legal Assistance Attorney, Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, U.S. Army

10:55 – 11:45 Snare or Safety Net – Ethical Issues in Dealing with the Cognitively Impaired Client

Paula Wood and Richard Goralewicz, Legal Aid Services of Oklahoma, Inc.

11:45- 1:00 Lunch (on your own)

1:00- 1:50 Special Education

Jo Ann Pool, Director of the Due Process Hearing and Dispute Resolution Center for Oklahoma

1:55– 2:45 New Developments in Domestic Violence Law: HB 1739

Gail Stricklin, Attorney at Law, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

2:55– 3:45 Child Support Guidelines

Amy Wilson, Oklahoma Child Support Enforcement

3:50 – 4:40 Family Law Ethics

Travis Pickens, Ethics Counsel, Oklahoma Bar Association

FREE SEMINAR FOR ATTORNEYS WHO PRESENTLY SERVE OR WHO ARE WILLING TO SERVE ON A LOCAL PRO BONO PANEL

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Registration Form – Family Practice Montage XII

 Please register me; I am an active member of my local Pro Bono Panel
 Sign me up as a Pro Bono Attorney and register me for the seminar

You may register for this seminar online at http://www.probono.net/ok. You will receive confirmation via
email. Materials will be available at the above website in the Advocate Resource Center Library PRIOR to the seminar. To
keep this seminar FREE for all, we’re asking you to take advantage of this web site when you need the
materials or print them in your office. The materials are in a password protected area of the site.

Name ___ ___ __ ___ OBA No. ___________________

Phone ( ) ______________________ E-MAIL ___________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________
Street City Zip County

Questions? Cindy Goble 405-488-6823/1-800-421-1641 or cindy.goble@laok.org. You may also mail or fax your

registration form to: Cindy Goble, Legal Aid Services of Oklahoma, Inc., 2901 N Classen Blvd, Ste 112, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73106, Fax: (405) 488-6763
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Preparing oil and gas properties for sale can 
be a daunting task. If title, land records and 
division orders are a mess, chances are the 
buyer will not take a second look at your deal. 
That is where Associated Resources can 
help. We are not lawyers but we are licensed 
landmen, oil and gas CPAs and accountants 
with a complete understanding of the 
regulations imposed by various governmental 
agencies. We know what buyers are looking 
for and can help give your client a chance to 
get the price they want.

Clients selling 
oil and gas 
properties?

Next time you need help with an oil and 
gas client make ARI your resources for oil 
and gas help.

Clients selling 
oil and gas 
properties?

Family & Divorce
Mediation Training

OKC	•	October	14	-	17
Tulsa	•	October	7	-	10	

Approved for 40 hours of MCLE credit
This course is lively and highly participatory and

will include lecture, group discussion, and
simulated mediation exercises

Cost: $625 includes all materials

The Course for Professional
Mediators in Oklahoma

This course fulfills the training requirements set forth  
in the District Court Mediation Act of 1998

Contact: 
The Mediation Institute

(405) 607-8914 
James L. Stovall, Jr.

13308 N. McArthur 
Oklahoma City, OK 73142

CIVIL-COMMERCIAL 
and EMPLOYMENT 

MEDIATION TRAINING

Tulsa • September 9 — 11
OKC • September 16 — 18

Approved for 24 hours of M.C.L.E. credit
This course is lively and highly participatory 
and will include lecture, group discussion, and  
simulated mediation exercises
Cost: $595 includes all materials
This course is specifically designed for attorneys 
interested in developing a mediation practice or 
enhancing their skills in the ADR area
This course fulfills the training requirements set forth 
In the District Court Mediation Act of 1998

Contact: 
The Mediation Institute

(405) 607-8914 
James L. Stovall, Jr.

13308 N. McArthur 
Oklahoma City, OK 73142



Vol. 80 — No. 23 — 9/5/2009 The Oklahoma Bar Journal 1743

OFFICERS 
President-Elect  
Current: Allen M. Smallwood, Tulsa
Mr. Smallwood automatically becomes OBA 
president Jan. 1, 2010
(One-year term: 2010)
Nominee: Deborah Reheard, Eufaula 

Vice President 
Current: Linda S. Thomas, Bartlesville
(One-year term: 2010)
Nominee: Mack K. Martin, Oklahoma City 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Supreme Court Judicial District Three
Current: Cathy M. Christensen, Oklahoma City
Oklahoma County
(Three-year term: 2010-2012)
Nominee: Susan S. Shields, Oklahoma City

Supreme Court Judicial District Four
Current: Donna Dirickson, Weatherford
Alfalfa, Beaver, Beckham, Blaine, Cimarron, 
Custer, Dewey, Ellis, Garfield, Harper, Kingfisher, 
Major, Roger Mills, Texas, Washita, Woods and 
Woodward counties
(Three-year term: 2010-2012)
Nominee: Glenn A. Devoll, Enid

Supreme Court Judicial District Five
Current: Peggy Stockwell, Norman
Carter, Cleveland, Garvin, Grady, Jefferson, Love, 
McClain, Murray and Stephens counties
(Three-year term: 2010-2012)
Nominee: Ryland L. Rivas, Chickasha

Member-At-Large
Current: Deborah A. Reheard, Eufaula
(Three-year term: 2010-2012)
Nominee: David A. Poarch, Norman
Nominee: Amber Peckio Garrett, Tulsa

Summary of Nominations Rules

Not less than 60 days prior to the Annual Meeting, 
25 or more voting members of the OBA within the 
Supreme Court Judicial District from which the 
member of the Board of Governors is to be elected 
that year, shall file with the Executive Director, a 
signed petition (which may be in parts) nominating 
a candidate for the office of member of the Board of 
Governors for and from such Judicial 
District, or one or more County Bar Associations 
within the Judicial District may file a nominating 
resolution nominating such a candidate.

Not less than 60 days prior to the Annual 
Meeting, 50 or more voting members of the OBA 
from any or all Judicial Districts shall file with the 
Executive Director, a signed petition nominating a 
candidate to the office of Member-At-Large on 
the Board of Governors, or three or more County 
Bars may file appropriate resolutions nominating a 
candidate for this office.

Not less than 60 days before the opening of the 
Annual Meeting, 50 or more voting members of 
the Association may file with the Executive Direc-
tor a signed petition nominating a candidate for 
the office of President-Elect or Vice President or 
three or more County Bar Associations may file 
appropriate resolutions nominating a candidate 
for the office.

See Article II and Article III of OBA Bylaws for 
complete information regarding offices, positions, 
nominations and election procedure. 

Vacant positions will be filled at the OBA Annual 
Meeting Nov. 4-6. Terms of the present OBA offi-
cers and governors listed will terminate Dec. 31, 
2009. Nomination and resolution forms can be 
found at www.okbar.org.

*Current Nominations as of press deadline, Sept. 3

2010 OBA Board of Governors 
Vacancies

BAR NEWS 

Nominating Petition Deadline: 5 p.m. Friday, Sept. 4, 2009
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OFFICers
PresIDent-eleCt
Deborah a. rehearD, eufaula

Nominating	petitions	have	been	filed	nomi-
nating	 deborah	 Reheard	 for	 election	of	presi-
dent-Elect	 of	 the	 Oklahoma	 Bar	 Association	
Board	of	Governors	for	a	one-year	term	begin-
ning	January	1,	2010.
a total of 509 signatures appear on the  
petitions.
County Bar resolutions endorsing nominee:
Comanche,	Custer,	Garvin,	LeFlore,	Love,	McClain,	
McCurtain,	 McIntosh,	 Muskogee,	 Ottawa,	 pitts-
burg,	pontotoc,	Rogers	and	Washington

VICe PresIDent
Mack k. Martin, oklahoMa city

Nominating	petitions	have	been	filed	nomi-
nating	 Mack	 K.	 Martin	 for	 election	 of	 Vice	
president	 of	 the	 Oklahoma	 Bar	 Association	
Board	of	Governors	for	a	one-year	term	begin-
ning	January	1,	2010.
a total of 68 signatures appear on the petitions.

BOarD OF GOVernOrs
suPreme COurt JuDICIal DIstrICt 3
SuSan S. ShielDS, oklahoMa city

Nominating	petitions	have	been	filed	nomi-
nating	Susan	S.	Shields	for	election	to	the	Okla-
homa	 Bar	 Association	 Board	 of	 Governors,	
Supreme	Court	Judicial	district	No.	3	seat	for	a	
three-year	 term	 beginning	 January	 1,	 2010.		
Twenty-five	of	the	names	thereon	are	set	forth	
below:

Cathy	 M.	 Christensen,	 J.	 William	 Conger,	
Charles	 E.	 Geister	 III,	 Richard	 A.	 Riggs,	 Eliza-
beth	d.	Tyrrell,	Cynda	C.	Ottaway,	Brooke	Mur-
phy,	Reggie	N.	Whitten,	Allen	d.	Evans,	Simone	
Fulmer,	Richard	d.	Nix,	Michael	E.	Joseph,	Can-
non	 Miles	 Tolbert,	 Mary	 H.	 Tolbert,	 Stacey	 d.	
Spivey,	 Timothy	 J.	 Bomhoff,	 Steven	 C.	 davis,	
drew	Neville,	Amy	J.	Sine,	Frank	d.	Hill,	Kent	
W.	 Gardner,	 Reid	 E.	 Robison,	 John	 N.	 Hermes,	
John	A.	Kenney	and	Jennifer	H.	Callahan.
a total of 70 signatures appear on the petitions.

suPreme COurt JuDICIal DIstrICt 4

Glenn a. Devoll, eniD

Nominating	petitions	have	been	filed	nomi-
nating	Glenn	A.	devoll	for	election	to	the	Okla-
homa	 Bar	 Association	 Board	 of	 Governors,	
Supreme	Court	Judicial	district	No.	4	seat	for	a	
three-year	term	beginning	January	1,	2010.
a total of 54 signatures appear on the petitions.

suPreme COurt JuDICIal DIstrICt 5

rylanD l. rivaS, chickaSha

Nominating	petitions	have	been	filed	nomi-
nating	Ryland	L.	Rivas	for	election	to	the	Okla-
homa	 Bar	 Association	 Board	 of	 Governors,	
Supreme	Court	Judicial	district	No.	5	seat	for	a	
three-year	 term	 beginning	 January	 1,	 2010.		
Twenty-five	of	the	names	thereon	are	set	forth	
below:

peggy	 Stockwell,	 Glen	Adams,	 dave	 Stock-
well,	 david	 Brockman,	 david	 poarch,	 Ted	
Haxel,	Greg	dixon,	Leland	Shilling,	Jose	Gon-
zalez,	 John	Mantooth,	david	Hammond,	Sam	
Talley,	John	Nelson,	Angela	Jones,	Ben	Odom,	
Richard	Stevens,	Steve	Stice,	don	pope,	Micheal	
Salem,	deborah	Moon,	Gina	Lowe,	Gary	Rife,	
Scott	Tack,	Steve	Buzin	and	Rodney	Fergason.
a total of 60 signatures appear on the petitions.

memBer-at-larGe

DaviD a. Poarch, norMan

Nominating	petitions	have	been	filed	nomi-
nating	 david	A.	 poarch	 for	 election	 of	 Mem-
ber-at-Large	of	 the	Oklahoma	Bar	Association	
Board	 of	 Governors	 for	 a	 three-year	 term	
beginning	January	1,	2010.
a total of 69 signatures appear on the petitions.

aMber Peckio Garrett, tulSa

Nominating	petitions	have	been	filed	nomi-
nating	 Amber	 peckio	 Garrett	 for	 election	 of	
Member-at-Large	 of	 the	 Oklahoma	 Bar	 Asso-
ciation	 Board	 of	 Governors	 for	 a	 three-year	
term	beginning	January	1,	2010.
a total of 152 signatures appear on the petitions.

Oklahoma Bar Association 
Nominating Petitions
(See Article II and Article III of the OBA Bylaws)

BAR NEWS 
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1)		When	an	insurer	is	notified	of	a	change	in	
or	an	additional	named	insured;

2)		When	there	is	an	additional	vehicle	that	is	
not	 a	 replacement	 vehicle;	 provided,	 a	
new	 form	 shall	 not	 be	 required	 for	 the	
addition,	 substitution	 or	 deletion	 of	 a	
vehicle	 from	 a	 commercial	 automobile	
liability	policy;	or

3)		When	the	amount	of	bodily	injury	liability	
coverage	 is	 amended.	 provided,	 any	
change	in	premium	alone	shall	not	require	
the	issuance	of	a	new	form.2

This	 language	 has	 caused	 some	 confusion	
among	 insurance	 agents	 regarding	 precisely	
when	 it	 is	 necessary	 to	 execute	 an	 additional	
UM	 rejection	 form.	 This	 confusion	 has	 led	 to	
countless	 lawsuits	 based	 upon	 technical	 mis-
haps	and	created	“free”	UM	coverage	 in	situa-
tions	where	neither	the	insured	nor	the	insurer	
had	any	intent	of	doing	so.

nature OF tHe amenDment

This	confusion	was	the	impetus	for	the	recent	
amendment.	 pursuant	 to	 this	 amendment,	 an	
agent	must	obtain	only	one	UM	rejection	form,	
even	 if	 the	 policy	 is	 later	 amended.	 In	 other	
words,	effective	Nov.	1,	2009,	it	will	no	longer	be	
necessary	 for	 an	 agent	 to	 obtain	 an	 additional	

rejection	 form	 when	 an	 additional	 “named	
insured”	is	added	to	the	policy,	when	new	vehi-
cles	are	purchased,	or	when	bodily	injury	cover-
age	is	amended.	Subsection	(G)	of	the	amended	
statute	reads	as	follows:

The	form	signed	by	the	insured	or	applicant	
which	 initially	 rejects	 coverage	 or	 selects	
lower	limits	shall	remain	valid	for	the	life	of	
the	 policy	 and	 the	 completion	 of	 a	 new	
selection	form	shall	not	be	required	when	a	
renewal,	 reinstatement,	 substitute,	 replace-
ment,	 or	 amended	 policy	 is	 issued	 to	 the	
same-	named	insured	by	the	same	insurer	or	
any	of	its	affiliates.	Any	changes	to	an	exist-
ing	 policy,	 regardless	 of	 whether	 these	
changes	create	new	coverage,	do	not	create	a	
new	policy	and	do	not	require	 the	comple-
tion	of	a	new	form.3	

POtentIal snarls

Clearly,	 an	 agent	 must	 obtain	 only	 a	 single	
rejection	form	for	any	policy	issued	after	Nov.	1,	
2009.	However,	the	statutory	amendment	raises	
a	 couple	 of	 questions:	 1)	 whether	 the	 amend-
ment	 will	 apply	 to	 a	 policy	 that	 was	 issued	
before	Nov.	1,	2009	(i.e.,	whether	a	rejection	will	
be	 required	 for	 changes	 made	 after	 Nov.	 1,	
2009,	to	a	policy	in	effect	prior	to	Nov.	1,	2009);	
and	2)	whether	the	amendment	will	apply	to	an	

Once Rejected, Always Rejected 
Recent Amendments to 36 O.S. §3636
By Mark B. Houts

SCHOLARLY ARTICLE 

Recent	 amendments	 to	 Oklahoma’s	 uninsured	 motorist	
statute,	 36	 O.S.	 §3636,	 will	 take	 effect	 on	 Nov.	 1,	 2009.	
Currently,	section	3636	requires	 that	every	policy	of	auto-

mobile	liability	insurance	issued	in	the	state	of	Oklahoma	include	
uninsured	motorist	(UM)	coverage.	However,	“[a]	named	insured	
or	applicant	shall	have	the	right	to	reject	uninsured	motorist	cov-
erage	 in	 writing.”1	 The	 statute	 goes	 on	 to	 provide	 that	 an	 addi-
tional	rejection	form	must	be	executed:
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agent’s	failure	to	obtain	a	UM	rejection	before	
Nov.	1,	2009.	A	number	of	factors	demonstrate	
that	a	single	“rejection”	form	in	the	policy	file	
–	 regardless	 of	 when	 that	 rejection	 was	
obtained	–	will	effectively	preclude	the	insured	
from	later	recovering	uninsured	motorist	ben-
efits	on	any	claim	arising	after	Nov.	1,	2009.

leGIslatIVe Intent

	State	Sen.	Cliff	Aldridge,	who	authored	S.B.	
533,	 gave	 some	 insight	 into	 the	 Legislature’s	
purpose.	 “If	 there	 is	 a	 valid	 rejection	 form	 in	
the	file,	it	will	be	good,	regardless	of	whether	it	
was	executed	before	or	after	November	first,”	
he	 said.	 Aldridge,	 who	 is	 also	 an	 insurance	
agent,	explained	that	agents	feel	compelled	to	
obtain	 a	 rejection	 form	 “every	 time	 a	 policy-
holder	 blinks,”	 out	 of	 fear	 a	 court	 may	 later	
determine	 that	 failure	 to	 obtain	 an	 updated	
rejection	 will	 give	 rise	 to	 UM	 coverage.	 Sen.	
Aldridge’s	comments	suggest	that	a	single	UM	
rejection	 will	 effectively	 negate	 a	 subsequent	
UM	 claim.	 Likewise,	 a	 single	 rejection	 form	
should	 satisfy	 an	 agent’s	 duty	 to	 procure	 a	
binding	UM	rejection	form.	

suBseQuent CHanGes tO POlICIes 
IssueD BeFOre nOV. 1, 2009

The	 language	 of	 the	 amendment	 itself	 pro-
vides	a	clear	answer	to	the	question	of	whether	
the	statutory	amendment	will	apply	to	a	policy	
issued	 before	 the	 effective	 date.	As	 amended,	
the	 statute	 provides	 that	 the	 initial	 rejection	
form	“shall	remain	valid	for	the	life	of	the	pol-
icy.”	It	further	provides:

Any	changes	to	an	existing	policy…	do	not	
create	a	new	policy	and	do	not	require	the	
completion	of	a	new	form.4	

Thus,	the	statutory	amendment	expressly	gives	
some	 degree	 of	 retroactive	 effect,	 in	 that	 it	
applies	to	“an	existing	policy”	(i.e.,	a	policy	in	
effect	on	Nov.	1,	2009),	so	that	a	new	rejection	
form	 will	 not	 be	 required	 for	 policy	 changes	
after	 the	 effective	 date.	 The	 amendment	 does	
not	 distinguish	 based	 upon	 when	 the	 policy	
was	issued.

FaIlure tO reJeCt BeFOre nOV. 1, 2009

The	 second	 question	 set	 forth	 above	 deals	
with	whether	the	amendment	is	truly	“retroac-
tive,”	i.e.,	whether	an	agent’s	failure	to	obtain	a	
signed	rejection	form	prior	to	the	amendment’s	
effective	 date	 would	 be	 cured	 by	 the	 amend-
ment.	The	following	time-line	presents	a	situa-
tion	in	which	this	issue	could	arise:	

1)		an	 insured	 purchases	 a	 liability	 policy	
and	properly	executes	a	UM	rejection;	

2)		a	change	is	made	to	the	policy	prior	to	the	
statutory	 amendment,	 and	 the	 insured	
does not	execute	a	UM	rejection;

3)		the	statutory	amendment	goes	into	effect	
on	Nov.	1,	2009;	then,	

4)		the	 insured	 suffers	 a	 loss	 and	 makes	 a	
UM	claim.	

There	are	two	different	scenarios	under	which	
this	question	could	arise,	discussed	more	fully	
below.	Under	each	scenario,	the	insurer	should	
file	 a	 declaratory	 judgment	 action	 to	 resolve	
the	coverage	issue.	This	is	so,	because:

Statutes	 are	 to	 be	 construed	 as	 having	 a	
prospective	operation	unless	the	purposes	
and	 intention	 of	 the	 Legislature	 to	 give	
them	 a	 retroactive	 effect	 is	 expressly	
declared,	or	is	necessarily	implied	from	the	
language	used.	*	*	*	In	every	case	of	doubt	
the	doubt	must	be	resolved	against	the	ret-
rospective	effect.5	

Thus,	 a	 declaratory	 judgment	 action	 would	
comport	with	the	insurer’s	duty	to	deal	fairly	
and	 in	 good	 faith,	 in	 case	 the	 courts	 find	 in	
favor	of	coverage.	An	insurance	defense	attor-
ney	might	also	suggest	that	the	insurers’	agents	
obtain	one	additional	UM	rejection	form	after	
Nov.	1,	2009,	from	each	insured	who	has	reject-
ed	UM	coverage.	doing	so	would	help	prevent	
that	 insurer	 from	 being	 the	 company	 to	 “test	
the	statute”	in	the	courts.

First Scenario

	An	insured	may	be	involved	in	an	accident	
after	the	effective	date,	and	also	after	renewing	
the	 policy.	 The	 courts	 would	 probably	 deter-
mine	that	an	agent’s	failure	to	obtain	a	rejection	
prior	 to	 Nov.	 1,	 2009,	 would	 be	 cured	 by	 the	
first	renewal	after	Nov.	1,	2009.	

Rights	 under	 §3636	 (uninsured	 motorist	
coverage)	 depend	 on	 the	 statute	 in	 effect	
when	 the	 policy	 was	 issued	 or	 was	 last 
renewed.6	

In	other	words,	if	there	is	a	single	UM	rejection	
in	 the	 file,	 a	 court	 should	 determine	 that	
renewal	of	the	policy	after	Nov.	1,	2009,	would	
cure	 the	 failure	 to	 obtain	 a	 rejection	 form,	
because	the	policy	would	be	interpreted	accord-
ing	to	the	statute	as	amended.	Still,	there	is	not	
sufficient	guidance	on	this	issue,	and	a	declara-
tory	judgment	action	would	be	advisable.
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Second Scenario

In	the	second	scenario,	an	insured	might	suf-
fer	 a	 UM	 loss	 after	 Nov.	 1,	 2009,	 but	 prior	 to	
renewing	the	policy.	In	this	scenario,	an	insured	
would	 argue	 that	 the	 statutory	 amendment	
creates	a	“case	of	doubt”	under	Hankins,	so	that	
the	 amendment	 is	 not	 retroactive	 and	 the	
agent’s	failure	to	obtain	a	rejection	would	give	
rise	to	UM	coverage.	

Remedial	or	procedural	statutes	which	do	
not	 create,	 enlarge,	 diminish,	 or	 destroy	
vested	 or	 contractual	 rights,	 and	 which	
relate	only	to	remedies	or	modes	of	proce-
dure	are	generally	held	to	operate	retroac-
tively	 and	 to	 apply	 to	 pending	 actions	 or	
proceedings,	 unless such operation would 
affect substantive rights.7

In	 other	 words,	 an	 insured	 would	 argue	 that	
failure	 to	 obtain	 a	 UM	 rejection	 in	 making	
policy	 changes	 prior	 to	 Nov.	 1,	 2009,	 would	
give	 rise	 to	 UM	 coverage	 at that time.	 If	 the	
amendment	 abrogates	 that	 coverage,	 “such	
operation	 would	 affect	 substantive	 rights.”	
Thus,	 according	 to	 the	 insured’s	 argument,	
absent	 clear	 legislative	 intent	 to	 make	 the	
amendment	 retroactive,	 that	 UM	 coverage	
would	remain	in	effect.

The	insured’s	argument	should	fail.	The	lan-
guage	discussed	above	demonstrates	the	Leg-
islature’s	 intent	 to	 require	 only	 a	 single	 rejec-
tion	 form,	 regardless	 of	 when	 that	 form	 was	
signed.	particularly	convincing	is	the	fact	that	
a	single	rejection	“shall	remain	valid	for	the	life	
of	 the	 policy.”	 Retroactive	 effect	 is,	 therefore,	
“necessarily	 implied”	 in	 the	 language	 of	 the	
amendment,	 as	 anticipated	 in	 Hankins,	 1980	
OK	66,	supra.	Furthermore,	the	purpose	of	the	
amendment	is	to	balance	an	insured’s	right	to	
elect	 UM	 coverage	 against	 the	 windfall	 that	
would	result	 if	 the	 insured	could	recover	UM	
benefits	 without	 paying	 UM	 premiums.	 This	

purpose	 would	 be	 thwarted	 if	 the	 insured	
could	 recover	 UM	 benefits	 indefinitely	 based	
upon	 a	 single	 mistake	 made	 by	 an	 agent,	
weeks,	months	or	years	prior	 to	an	otherwise	
uninsured	loss.	

COnClusIOn
	If	called	upon	to	interpret	the	recent	amend-

ments	to	36	O.S.	§3636,	the	Oklahoma	Supreme	
Court	should	determine	that	a	single,	properly-
executed	 rejection	 form	 will	 effectively	 guard	
against	any	UM	claim	arising	on	or	after	Nov.	
1,	2009.	Certainly,	this	is	true	for	a	policy	issued	
after	 Nov.	 1,	 2009.	 Most	 likely,	 this	 is	 true	
regardless	 of	 when	 the	 policy	 was	 issued.	
However,	an	insured	will	have	a	stronger	argu-
ment	 if	 the	policy	was	 issued	prior	 to	Nov.	1,	
2009.	Although	a	court	is	likely	to	find	in	favor	
of	the	insurer	so	long	as	the	file	contains	a	sin-
gle	valid	rejection	form,	the	insurer	should	file	
a	 declaratory	 judgment	 action	 for	 any	 claim	
arising	 after	 Nov.	 1,	 2009,	 on	 a	 policy	 issued	
before	that	date.	doing	so	would	help	prevent	
a	successful	bad	faith	claim	in	case	the	courts	
find	UM	coverage.

1.	Id.	at	(G).	
2.	Id.	at	(H).	
3.	S.B.	533,	1st	Session,	52nd	Leg.	(Ok.	2009).
4.	Id.	(emphasis	added).	
5.	MFA Ins. Co. v. Hankins,	1980	OK	66,	610	p.2d	785,	787	(interpret-

ing	prior	amendments	to	§3636).	
6.	Tidmore v. Fullman,	 1982	OK	73,	646	p.2d	1278,	1283	 (emphasis	

added).	
7.	Id.	at	788	(quoting	Thomas v. Cumberland Operating Co.,	1977	OK	

164,	569	p.2d	974,	976)	(emphasis	added).	
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GrOunDWater

Under	Oklahoma	law,	the	owner	of	land	owns	
the	 groundwater	 underlying	 such	 land.1	 How-
ever,	 the	 use	 of	 groundwater	 is	 regulated	 by	
Oklahoma	Groundwater	Law,	82	O.S.	§1020.1,	et 
seq.	Landowners	have	 the	 right	 to	use	ground-
water	for	domestic	purposes	without	obtaining	
a	permit	from	the	state.2	domestic	use	includes	
the	use	of	groundwater	for	household	purposes,	
for	 watering	 farm	 and	 domestic	 animals	 up	 to	
the	normal	grazing	capacity	of	the	land,	for	irri-
gation	 of	 gardens,	 orchards	 and	 lawns	 not	 to	
exceed	 three	 acres,	 and	 for	 other	 de	 minimus	
uses	specified	by	the	Oklahoma	Water	Resources	
Board	(OWRB).3	

In	order	to	use	groundwater	for	non-domestic	
purposes,	a	landowner	must	first	apply	for	and	
obtain	a	groundwater	permit	 from	the	OWRB.4	
To	 obtain	 a	 permit,	 it	 must	 be	 demonstrated	
that;

(a)	the	lands	overlie	a	fresh	groundwater	basin	
or	sub-basin;

(b)	the	applicant’s	proposed	use	is	a	beneficial	
use;	and

(c)	waste	as	described	in	82	O.S.	§1020.15	will	
not	occur.5

With	respect	to	“sole	source	aquifers”	as	des-
ignated	 by	 the	 United	 States	 Environmental	
protection	 Agency	 under	 the	 Safe	 drinking	
Water	Act,	 it	must	also	be	 shown	 that	 the	pro-
posed	groundwater	use	will	not	likely	“degrade	
or	 interfere	 with	 springs	 or	 streams”	 which	
originate	 from	 the	 sole	 source	 aquifer.6	 This	
requirement	 currently	 only	 applies	 to	 the	
Arbuckle	Simpson	aquifer	in	south	central	Okla-
homa	near	Sulphur.

“Waste”	 of	 groundwater	 is	 prohibited,	 and	
waste	includes	such	things	as	taking	groundwa-
ter	 without	 a	 permit,	 using	 more	 groundwater	
than	is	authorized	by	a	permit,	using	groundwa-
ter	in	a	manner	such	that	it	is	lost	for	beneficial	
use,	 transporting	 or	 using	 groundwater	 ineffi-
ciently	such	that	excessive	losses	occur,	and	pol-
luting	groundwater.7	

The Basics of Oklahoma Water Law — 
What Every Practitioner Should Know
By L. Mark Walker and Reagan E. Bradford

SCHOLARLY ARTICLE 

In	recent	years,	water	disputes	involving	intrastate	transfers	of	
groundwater	 and	 interstate	 sales	 of	 surface	 water,	 and	 the	
Legislature’s	 intervention	on	both	 issues,	have	occupied	our	

courts	and	dominated	state	news.	Oklahoma’s	updated	Compre-
hensive	State	Water	plan	is	due	in	2011,	with	ongoing	efforts	over	
the	last	several	years,	 including	local	and	regional	citizen	meet-
ings,	to	identify	the	critical	water	issues	facing	the	state	over	our	
next	50	years.	Factor	in	the	issue	of	global	warming	which	looms	
in	the	background	and	it	appears	certain	that	water	law	will	be	a	
burgeoning	area	of	practice	in	Oklahoma	in	the	upcoming	years.	
This	 article	 addresses	 the	 basics	 of	 Oklahoma	 water	 law	 that	
every	practitioner	should	know.
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A	 “major	 groundwater	 basin”	 is	 a	 distinct	
underground	body	of	water	with	substantially	
the	 same	 geological	 and	 hydrological	 charac-
teristics	which	is	capable	of	producing	on	aver-
age	at	least	50	gallons	of	water	per	minute	for	
a	bedrock	basin	or	at	least	150	gallons	per	min-
ute	 for	an	alluvium	basin.8	A	“minor	ground-
water	basin”	is	simply	a	basin	which	produces	
less	 than	50	gallons	per	minute	 for	a	bedrock	
basin	or	less	than	150	gallons	per	minute	for	an	
alluvium	basin.9	

Hearings	 on	 groundwater	 permits	 and	 pro-
tests	thereto	are	conducted	by	the	OWRB	pur-
suant	 to	 Oklahoma’s	 Administrative	 proce-
dures	 Act	 (ApA)	 set	 forth	 in	 75	 O.S.	 §250,	 et 
seq.10	Similarly,	appeals	of	OWRB	decisions	on	
groundwater	permits	are	governed	by	the	ApA	
provisions	regarding	appeals	as	set	forth	in	75	
O.S.	§318,	et seq.

The	OWRB	is	charged	with	the	responsibility	
of	 conducting	hydrologic	 studies	and	making	
“maximum	 annual	 yield”	 determinations	 for	
each	groundwater	basin	and	sub-basin	in	Okla-
homa.11	 The	 maximum	 annual	 yield	 is	 the	
amount	 of	 groundwater	 per	 acre	 which	 each	
landowner	 will	 be	 allowed	 to	 take	 and	 use	
each	 year	 for	 non-domestic	 purposes.	 This	
amount	is	sometimes	referred	to	as	the	owner’s	
“equal	 proportionate	 share,”	 and	 it	 assumes	
that,	 if	 every	 landowner	 with	 land	 overlying	
the	basin	took	its	full	equal	proportionate	share	
each	 year,	 the	 basin	 would	 be	 depleted	 in	 20	
years.12	 Thus,	 Oklahoma	 Groundwater	 Law	
has	been	referred	to	as	a	“mining”	law	because	
it	 allows	 for	 the	 mining	 and	 depletion	 of	 the	
groundwater.	Of	course,	all	of	the	owners	with	
lands	which	overlie	the	basin	do	not	normally	
take	 and	 use	 their	 full	 equal	 proportionate	
share	and	therefore,	as	a	practical	matter,	Okla-
homa’s	aquifers	have	never	been	fully	depleted	
under	the	existing	system.

Where	 the	 OWRB	 has	 made	 a	 maximum	
annual	yield	determination	for	a	basin,	ground-
water	permits	for	such	basin	are	considered	to	
be	“regular	permits.”	Regular	permits	 last	 for	
the	 remaining	 life	 of	 the	 aquifer.13	 For	 those	
aquifers	where	a	maximum	annual	yield	deter-
mination	 has	 not	 been	 made	 by	 the	 OWRB,	
only	a	“temporary	permit”	may	be	obtained.14	
Temporary	permits	must	be	revalidated	annu-
ally.15	The	annual	renewal	occurs	automatically	
upon	the	 filing	of	a	water	use	report	unless	a	
third	party	protests	the	renewal,	in	which	case	
a	revalidation	hearing	is	held.	Temporary	per-
mit	holders	are	allowed	to	use	two	acre	feet	of	

groundwater	per	year	 for	each	acre	overlying	
the	 aquifer	 which	 is	 covered	 by	 the	 permit.16	
Once	 the	 OWRB	 makes	 a	 maximum	 annual	
yield	determination	for	a	basin,	the	temporary	
permit	holders	in	such	basin	are	issued	regular	
permits.17	

All	holders	of	groundwater	permits	must	file	
annual	 use	 reports	 with	 the	 OWRB	 reflecting	
the	 volume	 of	 groundwater	 used	 under	 each	
permit	 during	 the	 preceding	 year.18	 These	
reports	are	mailed	by	the	OWRB	to	the	permit	
holder	 each	 January	 and	 must	 be	 completed	
and	 filed	 with	 the	 OWRB	 within	 30	 days	 of	
receipt.19	 Willful	 failure	 to	 file	 an	 annual	 use	
report	may	result	in	cancellation	of	the	ground-
water	permit.20	

Violations	 of	 Oklahoma	 Groundwater	 Law,	
which	 would	 include	 use	 of	 groundwater	 for	
non-domestic	purposes	without	a	permit,	use	
in	excess	of	permitted	amounts,	and	waste	of	
groundwater,	 are	 considered	 a	 misdemeanor	
and	 are	 subject	 to	 penalties	 between	 $25	 and	
$250	per	offense.21	

stream Water

Under	Oklahoma	law,	the	owner	of	land	also	
owns	the	surface	water	standing	on	or	flowing	
over	 the	 landowner’s	 property	 but	 not	 in	 a	
“definite	 stream.”22	 A	 “definite	 stream”	 is	
defined	as	“a	watercourse	in	a	definite,	natural	
channel,	 with	 defined	 beds	 and	 banks,	 origi-
nating	from	a	definite	source	or	sources	of	sup-
ply,”23	 which	 includes	 rivers,	 streams,	 creeks	
and	their	associated	ponds	and	lakes.	Thus,	a	
landowner	 can	 capture	 diffused	 rainwater	 on	
his	land	before	it	has	entered	a	definite	stream	
and	use	such	water	as	he	or	she	pleases.	How-
ever,	 once	 the	 surface	 water	 enters	 a	 definite	
stream,	 it	 is	 subject	 to	 certain	 limitations	 as	
described	below.

With	 regard	 to	 surface	 water	 in	 definite	
streams,	 also	 known	 as	 stream	 water,	 the	
Oklahoma	 Supreme	 Court	 has	 previously	
held	that	riparian	owners,	 i.e.	owners	whose	
land	 touches	 the	 stream,24	 have	 the	 right	 to	
make	 “reasonable	 use”	 of	 the	 stream	 water,	
which	can	include	domestic	and	non-domes-
tic	uses	of	such	stream	water	so	long	as	they	
do	 not	 materially	 injure	 other	 downstream	
riparian	 owners.25	 However,	 current	 statutes	
purport	to	restrict	the	riparian	owner’s	right	
to	use	stream	water	solely	to	“domestic	use”	
as	described	above,26	and	the	OWRB	takes	the	
position	 that	 this	 defines	 the	 extent	 of	 the	
riparian	 owner’s	 private	 right	 to	 use	 stream	
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water	 notwithstanding	 the	 Oklahoma	 Su-
preme	Court’s	prior	opinion.

Aside	 from	 the	 rights	of	 riparian	owners	 to	
use	stream	water,	all	other	stream	water	is	con-
sidered	 “public	 water”	 which	 is	 subject	 to	
appropriation	for	the	benefit	and	welfare	of	the	
people	 of	 Oklahoma27	 pursuant	 to	 the	 Okla-
homa	 Stream	 Use	 Law,	 82	 O.S.	 §105.1,	 et seq.	
“Appropriation”	 is	 the	 process	 by	 which	 an	
individual	or	entity	can	acquire	the	right	from	
the	state	to	use	this	public	stream	water.28	The	
issuance	 of	 a	 stream	 water	 permit	 from	 the	
state	 creates	 an	 “appropriative	 right	 to	 use	
stream	 water”	 in	 favor	 of	 the	 permittee.29	
Because	stream	water	is	subject	to	both	the	pri-
vate	use	rights	of	riparian	owners	and	appro-
priated	 rights	 to	 use	 public	 stream	 water,	
Oklahoma’s	 stream	 water	 law	 has	 been	
described	as	a	dual	system	of	water	rights.

The	“appropriation	system”	which	the	state	
administers	 in	 granting	 stream	 water	 permits	
is	 premised	 upon	 the	 “first	 in	 time,	 first	 in	
right”	 principle,	 that	 is,	 in	 times	 of	 stream	
water	shortages,	the	earlier,	i.e.	senior,	permits	
are	 entitled	 to	 take	 in	 preference	 to	 the	 more	
recent,	 i.e.	 junior,	 permits.	 priority	 is	 based	
upon	 the	 date	 the	 permit	 application	 was	
filed.30	 Under	 the	 appropriation	 system,	 in	
order	 to	 take	 and	 use	 water	 from	 a	 definite	
stream,	an	application	for	a	stream	water	per-
mit	must	be	filed	with	the	OWRB.31	To	obtain	a	
permit,	it	must	be	demonstrated	that:

(a)	 There	 is	 unappropriated	 water	 available	
in	the	amount	applied	for;

(b)	The	applicant	has	a	present	or	future	need	
for	 the	water	and	 the	use	 to	which	 the	appli-
cant	 intends	 to	 put	 the	 water	 is	 a	 beneficial	
use;

(c)	The	proposed	use	does	not	interfere	with	
domestic	or	existing	appropriative	uses;	and

(d)	If	the	application	is	for	the	transportation	
of	 water	 for	 use	 outside	 the	 stream	 system	
wherein	the	water	originates,	the	proposed	use	
must	 not	 interfere	 with	 existing	 or	 proposed	
beneficial	uses	within	the	stream	system.32

After	 a	 permit	 is	 granted,	 construction	 of	
water	works	must	begin	within	two	years,	oth-
erwise	 the	permit	expires.33	Stream	water	per-
mitted	for	use	is	forfeited	and	returned	to	the	
public	 pool	 if	 it	 is	 not	 put	 to	 a	 beneficial	 use	
within	 seven	 years.34	 However,	 an	 extension	
may	 be	 granted	 if	 the	 permitee	 demonstrates	

that	 the	 total	 amount	 of	 water	 authorized	 by	
the	 permit	 cannot	 be	 put	 to	 beneficial	 use	
within	 seven	 years.35	 The	 OWRB	 may	 not	
revoke	a	permit	at	a	forfeiture	proceeding	if	the	
permittee	 shows	 circumstances	 beyond	 the	
control	of	the	permittee.36

As	with	groundwater	permits,	all	holders	of	
stream	 water	 permits	 must	 file	 annual	 use	
reports	with	the	OWRB.37	These	reports	are	also	
mailed	by	the	OWRB	to	the	permit	holder	each	
January	and	must	be	completed	and	filed	with	
the	OWRB	within	30	days	of	 receipt.38	Willful	
failure	to	file	an	annual	use	report	may	result	
in	cancellation	of	the	stream	water	permit.39

Violations	of	Oklahoma’s	stream	water	regu-
latory	 system	 may	 result	 in	 penalties.	 The	
unauthorized	use,	transfer,	waste	or	severance	
of	stream	water	is	a	misdemeanor	under	Okla-
homa	law.40	Each	day	of	violation	is	considered	
a	separate	violation	subject	 to	criminal	penal-
ties.41	 The	 OWRB	 may	 bring	 an	 action	 in	 dis-
trict	court	to	enjoin	unauthorized	activities	and	
may	 go	 upon	 private	 property	 to	 enforce	 the	
stream	water	regulations.42

COnClusIOn

Because	the	amount	of	available	water	is	lim-
ited	 by	 natural	 forces,	 but	 the	 demand	 for	
water	 continues	 to	 expand	 as	 the	 population	
and	 commercial	 activity	 grows,	 it	 is	 more	
important	 than	ever	 that	Oklahoma	attorneys	
be	able	to	inform	their	clients	about	the	basics	
of	 Oklahoma	 water	 law.	 This	 article	 provides	
the	basic	framework	underlying	the	ownership	
and	the	regulation	of	use	of	groundwater	and	
stream	water	in	Oklahoma.

1.	60	O.S.	§60.
2.	82	O.S.	§1020.3.
3.	Id.	at	§1020.1(2)	and	OAC	785:30-1-2.
4.	Id.	at	§1020.7.
5.	Id.	at	§1020.9.
6.	 82	 O.S.	 (2007	 Supp.)	 §1020.9(A)(1)(d)	 and	 §1020.9(B);	 OAC	

785:30-3-5(f).
7.	82	O.S.	§1020.15.
8.	Id.	at	§1020.1(3).
9.	Id.	at	§1020.1(9).
10.	Id.	at	§1020.6(c).
11.	Id.	at	§1020.4-1020.5.
12.	82	O.S.	§1020.5(B).
13.	OAC	785:30-5-1(f).
14.	82	O.S.	§1020.11(B).
15.	Id.
16.	Id.
17.	OAC	785:30-9-6.
18.	82	O.S.	§1020.12.
19.	OAC	785:30-5-9(a).
20.	82	O.S.	§1020.12(A)	and	OAC	785:30-5-9(c).
21.	82	O.S.	§1020.22.
22.	60	O.S.	§60.
23.	82	O.S.	§105.1.
24.	60	O.S.	§60.
25.	 Franco-American Charolaise Ltd. v. Oklahoma Water Resources 

Board,	1990	OK	44,	855	p.2d	568,	573	(Okla.	1990).
26.	82	O.S.	§105.1(2).
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27.	60	O.S.	§60.
28.	OAC	785:20-1-2.
29.	OAC	785:20-1-1.
30.	82	O.S.	§105.2(B).
31.	Id.	at	§105.9.
32.	Id.	at	§105.12;	It	 is	Oklahoma’s	policy	that	only	excess	or	sur-

plus	 water	 should	 be	 used	 outside	 of	 its	 area	 of	 origin	 and	 citizens	
within	an	area	of	origin	have	a	prior	right	to	water	originating	therein.	
82	O.S.	§1086.1(A)(4).	To	that	end,	the	OWRB	is	supposed	to	perform	a	
review	of	the	needs	within	each	area	of	origin	every	five	years.	82	O.S.	
§105.12(B).

33.	Id.	at	§105.15(A).
34.	Id.	at	§105.17(A).
35.	82	O.S.	§105.15.
36.	Id.	at	§105.18(C).
37.	OAC	785:20-9-5.
38.	Id.
39.	Id.
40.	82	O.S.	§105.20.
41.	Id.
42.	Id.
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Since	1996	the	Spotlight	
Awards	have	been	given	annu-
ally	to	five	women	who	have	
distinguished	themselves	in	the	
legal	profession	and	who	have	
lighted	the	way	for	other	
women.	In	1998	the	award	was	
named	to	honor	the	late	Mona	
Salyer	Lambird,	the	first	
woman	president	of	the	Okla-
homa	Bar	Association	and	one	
of	the	award’s	first	recipients.	
The	award	is	sponsored	by	the	
OBA	Women	in	Law	Commit-
tee.	Each	year	all	previous	win-
ners	nominate	and	select	the	
current	year’s	recipients.	A	
plaque	bearing	the	names	of	all	
recipients	hangs	at	the	Okla-
homa	Bar	Center	in	Oklahoma	
City	and	is	currently	found	
online	at	www.okbar.org/
women09/spotlight.htm.	

The	2009	recipients	will	be	
recognized	at	the	Women	in	
Law	banquet	on	Sept.	22	at	the	
Skirvin	Hilton	in	downtown	
Oklahoma	City.	Cherie	Blair,	a	
leading	human	rights	lawyer	in	
the	UK,	queen’s	counsel	and	
wife	of	former	prime	minister	
Tony	Blair,	will	be	the	keynote	
speaker.	The	pre-banquet	recep-
tion	begins	at	6	p.m.	More	infor-
mation	and	online	registration	is	
available	at	www.okbar.org/
women09.	

And	the	Mona	Lambird	Spot-
light	Award	winners	are…

Deirdre O. Dexter

Ms.	dexter	is	the	city	attorney	
for	the	City	of	Tulsa.	She	previ-
ously	served	as	associate	district	
judge	for	Tulsa	County,	was	a	
member	of	Frederic	dorwart	
Lawyers,	was	a	partner	with	
Conner	&	Winters	and	had	
served	as	a	law	clerk	for	Justice	
Alma	Wilson	of	the	Oklahoma	
Supreme	Court.	She	is	a	found-
ing	member	of	the	OBA	Litiga-
tion	Section,	is	an	Oklahoma	Bar	
Foundation	trustee	and	is	presi-
dent-elect	of	the	Tulsa	County	
Bar	Association.	She	is	also	a	
master	emeritus	and	past	presi-
dent	of	the	Hudson-Hall-Whea-
ton	Chapter,	American	Inns	of	
Court.	Ms.	dexter	is	listed	in	
Who’s	Who	in	Finance	and	
Industry,	Who’s	Who	in	Ameri-
can	Law,	Who’s	Who	in	the	
South	and	Southwest,	Who’s	
Who	Among	American	Women	
and	Who’s	Who	in	the	World.	
She	is	a	life	member	of	Who’s	
Who	National	Registry	and	was	

listed	as	an	Oklahoma Super Law-
yer	in	2007,	2008	and	2009.	She	
currently	serves	as	secretary	of	
her	Kiwanis	Club	and	is	a	long	
standing	member	of	the	Tulsa	
Women	Lawyers	Association.	
For	many	years	while	in	private	
practice,	she	provided	pro	bono	
legal	services	for	underprivi-
leged	youth.

Imogene Harris

When	Ms.	Harris	entered	the	
University	of	Tulsa	College	of	
Law,	she	was	one	of	two	female	
students.	She	graduated	first	in	
that	class.	She	was	one	of	the	
first	female	attorneys	for	Sun	
Oil	Co.	Thereafter,	she	began	a	
public	service	career	that	
includes	work	as	the	first	female	
assistant	city	attorney	in	Tulsa	
and	as	counsel	for	the	Tulsa	Air-
port	Trust.	She	currently	is	a	
consulting	attorney	for	the	Tulsa	
City-County	Health	depart-
ment.	She	has	served	as	presi-

Five to Receive 
Lambird Spotlight Awards
By Deborah Bruce

OBA EVENT
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dent	of	both	the	Oklahoma	
Women	Lawyers	Association	
and	the	Tulsa	County	Women	
Lawyers	Association.	She	has	
also	served	as	editor	of	the	Tulsa 
County Bar Journal,	as	a	delegate	
to	the	OBA	House	of	delegates	
and	as	a	member	of	the	OBA	
Ethics	Committee.	She	was	a	
judge	in	the	Temporary	division	
of	the	Court	of	Appeals.	Ms.	
Harris	received	the	Trailblazer	
for	Women	in	Law	Award	from	
the	Tulsa	County	Bar	Associa-
tion.	She	has	served	on	the	
Board	of	directors	for	Leader-
ship	Tulsa.	Ms.	Harris	received	
her	50-year	pin	from	the	OBA	
this	year	in	recognition	of	her	50	
years	of	membership	and	work	
as	an	Oklahoma	attorney.	

Carol ann Hubbard

Judge	Hubbard	has	served	as	
a	special	judge	in	Oklahoma	
County	since	1995.	She	has	
served	on	the	Oklahoma	Judi-
cial	Conference	Executive	Com-
mittee	and	the	Oklahoma	Coun-
ty	Bar	Association	Board	of	
directors.	She	was	president	of	
the	Ruth	Bader	Ginsburg	Amer-
ican	Inn	of	Court,	and	during	
her	tenure,	the	Ginsburg	Inn	
received	the	Model	of	Excel-
lence	Award.	She	is	the	recipient	
of	the	Attorney	of	the	year	
Award	from	the	Central	Okla-
homa	Association	of	Legal	
Assistants,	the	Outstanding	
OCU	Law	Review	Alumni	
Award,	the	Oklahoma	County	

Bar	Association’s	2009	Special	
Recognition	Award	and	the	
OBA	Outstanding	Service	to	the	
public	Award.	While	a	probate	
judge	she	was	a	moving	force	in	
TRIAd,	a	cooperative	effort	
among	local	law	enforcement	
agencies	to	disseminate	infor-
mation	helpful	to	senior	citizens	
regarding	probate	and	guard-
ianship	issues.	Judge	Hubbard	
presides	over	the	Oklahoma	
County	drug	Court.	The	
National	Association	of	drug	
Court	professionals	recognized	
this	program,	representing	all	of	
Oklahoma,	as	one	of	the	best	
drug	courts	in	the	nation.	

sally mock (posthumous)

Ms.	Mock	graduated	first	in	
her	class	from	the	University	of	
Oklahoma	College	of	Law	and	
throughout	her	distinguished	
career	advanced	the	position	of	
women,	the	profession	of	law	
and	the	underprivileged.	Upon	
graduation	from	law	school,	she	
served	as	a	law	clerk	to	Judge	
William	J.	Holloway	of	the	U.S.	
Court	of	Appeals	for	the	10th	
Circuit.	She	was	then	among	the	
first	women	to	become	a	mem-
ber	of	a	major	Oklahoma	City	
law	firm.	A	long-time	share-
holder	with	McAfee	&	Taft,	she	
was	an	accomplished	transac-
tional	attorney	with	extensive	
experience	in	real	estate	and	
banking	law.	Her	specific	work	
in	these	areas	earned	her	inclu-

sion	in	Best Lawyers in America	
in	both	categories,	and	in	Febru-
ary	2009	she	was	named	Okla-
homa	City	Banking	Lawyer	of	
the	year.	She	served	as	the	first	
female	member	and	chair	of	the	
Oklahoma	Board	of	Bar	Examin-
ers.	Ms.	Mock	served	on	the	
board	of	planned	parenthood	of	
Central	Oklahoma	and	was	a	
co-founder	of	the	pAC,	Okla-
homa	Committee	to	promote	
Women’s	Health.	For	25	years	
Ms.	Mock	was	listed	in	Best 
Lawyers in America.		

G. Gail stricklin

Ms.	Stricklin	is	an	Oklahoma	
City	attorney	who	has	dedicated	
the	bulk	of	her	career	to	advoca-
cy	and	representation	of	women	
and	children	involved	in	domes-
tic	violence	situations.	She	
began	her	volunteer	work	at	the	
yWCA	with	rape	crisis	and	car-
ing	for	children	while	the	moth-
ers	attended	domestic	violence	
classes.	In	2000,	she	was	instru-
mental	in	developing	The	pas-
sageway,	a	pro	bono	legal	assis-
tance	outreach	program	spon-
sored	by	Legal	Aid	Services.	
Since	2003,	Ms.	Stricklin	has	
served	as	the	OBA	representa-
tive	to	the	Oklahoma	domestic	
Violence	Fatality	Review	Board,	
whose	mission	is	to	reduce	the	
number	of	domestic	violence	
deaths	in	Oklahoma.	She	has	
also	received	both	the	Okla-

continued on next page
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homa	County	and	Oklahoma	
Bar	Association	pro	Bono	
Awards.	Over	the	years	Ms.	
Stricklin	has	worked	tirelessly	
with	judges,	lawyers	and	
legislators	to	change	domestic	
violence	statutes.	As	a	result	of	
her	herculean	efforts,	in	2006	
Oklahoma	law	was	changed	
to	waive	publication	of	name	
changes	in	dV	cases	and	finally,	
in	2009	a	comprehensive	
approach	to	safety	in	the	
family	law	area	was	enacted.	

Ms. Bruce is the Awards 
Committee chairperson for the 
Women in Law Committee.
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nOtICe:

pursuant	to	Article	VII,	Section	1	of	the	Rules	
Creating	 and	 Controlling	 The	 Oklahoma	 Bar	
Association,	 Allen	 M.	 Smallwood,	 president-
Elect	and	Budget	Committee	Chairperson,	has	
set	a	public	Hearing	on	the	2010	Oklahoma	Bar	
Association	 budget	 for	 Thursday,	 September	
24,	 2009	 at	 4:00	 p.m.	 at	 the	 Oklahoma	 Bar		
Center,	1901	N.	Lincoln	Boulevard,	Oklahoma	
City.

The	purpose	of	the	OBA	is	to	engage	in	those	
activities	 enumerated	 in	 the	 Rules	 Creating	
and	Controlling	the	Oklahoma	Bar	Association	
(“the	 Rules”)	 and	 the	 OBA	 Bylaws	 (“the	
Bylaws”).	 The	 expenditure	 of	 funds	 by	 the	
OBA	 is	 limited	 both	 as	 set	 forth	 in	 the	 Rules	
and	Bylaws	and	in	Keller	v.	State	Bar	of	Califor-
nia	,	496	U.S.	1	(1990).	If	any	member	feels	that	
any	 actual	 or	 proposed	 expenditure	 is	 not	
within	such	purposes	of,	or	limitations	on	the	
OBA,	 then	 such	 member	 may	 object	 thereto	
and	seek	a	refund	of	a	pro	rata	portion	of	his	or	
her	 dues	 expended,	 plus	 interest,	 by	 filing	 a	
written	objection	with	the	Executive	director.

Each	 objection	 must	 be	 made	 in	 writing	 on	
an	 OBA	 dues	 Claim	 Form,	 addressed	 to	 the	
Executive	director	of	the	OBA,	p.	O.	Box	53036,	
Oklahoma	City,	OK	73152,	and	postmarked	not	
later	than	Sixty	(60)	days	after	the	approval	of	
the	Annual	Budget	by	the	Oklahoma	Supreme	
Court	or	January	31st	of	each	year,	whichever	
shall	first	occur.	Objection	procedure	and	form	
are	 available	 at	 www.okbar.org/members/
budget.htm.

Upon	 receipt	 of	 a	 member’s	 written	 objec-
tion,	 the	 Executive	 director	 shall	 promptly	
review	such	objection	together	with	the	alloca-
tion	 of	 dues	 monies	 spent	 on	 the	 challenged	
activity	and,	in	consultation	with	the	president,	
shall	 have	 the	 discretion	 to	 resolve	 the	 objec-
tion,	including	refunding	a	pro	rata	portion	of	
the	member’s	dues,	plus	interest	or	schedule	a	
hearing	 before	 the	 Budget	 Review	 panel.	
Refund	 of	 a	 pro	 rata	 share	 of	 the	 member’s	
dues	shall	be	for	the	convenience	of	the	OBA,	
and	shall	not	be	construed	as	an	admission	that	
the	challenged	activity	was	or	would	not	have	
been	within	 the	purposes	of	or	 limitations	on	
the	OBA.

Oklahoma Bar Association 2010 Proposed 
Budget

BAR NEWS 
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OKLAHOMA BAR ASSOCIATION
     2010 PROPOSED BUDGET

REVENUES 2010 PROPOSED BUDGET 2009 BUDGET

ADMINISTRATIVE:
Dues and Penalties 3,997,000$   3,938,000$
Investment Income 80,000          105,000       
Annual Meeting 70,000          80,000         
Commissions 30,000          30,000         
Mailing Lists and Labels 10,000          15,000         
Council on Judicial Complaints - Rent and Services 10,000          10,000         
Board of Bar Examiners - Rent and Services 15,000          15,000         
Legal Intern Fees 7,000            10,000         
Other 10,000          4,229,000$    11,000          4,214,000$

OKLAHOMA BAR JOURNAL 
AND PUBLIC INFORMATION:

Oklahoma Bar Journal:
   Advertising Sales 135,000        145,000       
   Subscription Sales 16,000          16,000         
Other Miscellaneous 500               151,500 500               161,500

LAW RELATED EDUCATION:
P.A.C.E. Institute Grant 12,000          12,000         
Other Grants 124,700        136,700 69,700          81,700

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION:
Seminars and Materials 1,090,000 1,061,400

GENERAL COUNSEL:
Disciplinary Reinstatements 267,900 255,400

MANDATORY CONTINUING 
LEGAL EDUCATION:

Filing Penalties 96,000          97,000         
Provider fees 78,000          174,000 63,000          160,000

PRACTICE ASSISTANCE
Consulting Fees and Material Sales 6,500             9,000            

COMMITTEES AND SPECIAL PROJECTS:
Mock Trial Program Fees 53,000          53,000         
Lawyers Helping Lawyers  27,000          26,000         
Insurance Committee 55,000          50,000         
Women-in -Law Conference 50,000          50,000         
Solo-Small Firm Conference 50,000          50,000         
Uniform Law Committee 1,500            -                   
Law Student Division 1,000            2,000           
Young Lawyers Division -                   237,500 -                    231,000

TRANSFER FROM BUILDING FUND 0 425,500

     TOTAL REVENUES 6,293,100$   6,599,500$
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OKLAHOMA BAR ASSOCIATION
     2010 PROPOSED BUDGET

EXPENDITURES 2010 PROPOSED BUDGET 2009 BUDGET

ADMINISTRATIVE:
Salaries and Benefits 948,427$           909,458$           
Annual Meeting 130,000 150,000
Board of Governors and Officers 141,000 140,500
Conferences and Organizational Development 18,000 18,000
Legislative Monitoring 10,000 10,000
General and Administrative:
     Utilities 97,612 98,000
     Insurance 46,500 46,500
     Data Processing 72,630 65,200
     Building and Equipment Maintenance 77,500 75,000
     Postage 48,000 56,000
     Copier 65,000 68,000
     Supplies 25,000 23,000
     Grounds Maintenance 7,000 7,000
Audit 15,000 15,000
Miscellaneous 69,600 66,900
Overhead Allocated to Departments   (494,086) 1,277,183$   (468,602) 1,279,956$

OKLAHOMA BAR JOURNAL 
AND PUBLIC INFORMATION:

Salaries and Benefits 219,901 213,457
Oklahoma Bar Journal:
     Weekly Issue Printing 295,000 320,000
     Special Issue Printing 155,000 155,000
     Other 3,000 3,000
Public Information Projects 0 0
Newsclip Service 1,600 1,600
Pamphlets 10,000 10,000
Photography 500 500
Supplies 1,000 300
Miscellaneous 10,750 9,750
Allocated Overhead   89,325 786,076 85,863 799,470

LAW RELATED EDUCATION:
Salaries and Benefits 116,886 113,201
P.A.C.E. Institute Program 12,000 12,000
Other Grant Projects 104,950 49,950
Training, Development and Travel 27,000 40,000
Newsletter 10,000 10,000
Miscellaneous 7,600 7,600
Allocated Overhead   51,000 329,436 45,585 278,336

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION:
Salaries and Benefits 403,091 385,442
Meeting Rooms and Food Service 150,000 135,000
Seminar Materials 60,000 60,000
Co-sponsorship fees 40,000 40,000
Brochures and Bulk Mail 75,000 70,000
Speakers 100,000 65,000
Binders 23,000 23,000
Audio/Visual 12,000 12,000
Department Travel 7,000 4,000
Supplies 3,500 3,500
Miscellaneous 29,400 28,900
Allocated Overhead   135,162 1,038,153 133,988 960,830
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OKLAHOMA BAR ASSOCIATION
     2010 PROPOSED BUDGET

EXPENDITURES 2010 PROPOSED BUDGET 2009 BUDGET

DISCIPLINARY:
Salaries and Benefits 958,373$       958,964$     
Investigation and Prosecution 48,500 35,500
PRC Travel and Meetings 7,500 3,000
PRT Travel and Meetings 7,500 7,500
Department Travel 5,700 3,250
Library 6,000 6,000
Supplies 8,000 7,500
Miscellaneous 6,500   3,000
Allocated Overhead   117,235 1,165,308$       112,300 1,137,014$    

MANDATORY CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION:
Salaries and Benefits 191,697 183,937
Printing & Compliance Reporting 3,000 3,000
Supplies 1,000 500
Commission Travel 1,500 1,500
Miscellaneous 6,000 6,000
Allocated Overhead   50,682 253,879 45,433 240,370

PRACTICE ASSISTANCE
Salaries and Benefits 247,342 303,364
OBA-NET Expense 3,000 3,000
Dues & Subscriptions 2,600 2,600
Library 2,000 2,000
Computer Software 1,600 1,600
Supplies 1,200 1,200
Travel and Conferences 15,650 15,650
Miscellaneous 5,150 4,250
Allocated Overhead   50,682 329,224   45,433 379,097

COMMITTEES AND SPECIAL PROJECTS:
Law Day 43,000 40,000
Women-in -Law Conference 60,000 60,000
Solo-Small Firm Conference 50,000 50,000
Mock Trial Program 54,000 58,000
FastCase Legal Research 85,000 82,000
Leadership Academy 20,000 22,500
Social Networking Subscription 8,500 8,500
General Committees 35,250 42,000
Lawyers Helping Lawyers Program 52,000 57,600
Law Student Division 2,000 2,500
Young Lawyers Division 85,000 494,750          85,000 508,100         

CLIENT SECURITY FUND CONTRIBUTION 100,000          100,000         

OKLAHOMA BAR CENTER RENOVATIONS 242,000 425,500

FURNITURE, FIXTURES AND OTHER CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 95,575 137,760

     TOTAL EXPENDITURES 6,111,584$    6,246,434$

TOTAL REVENUES OVER (UNDER) EXPENDITURES 181,516$       353,066$
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comedy	routine.	He	is	a	well-
known	 national	 comedian,	
who	 regularly	 performs	 on	
the	 Blue	 Collar	 Comedy	 sta-
tion.	 Casino	 Night	 will	 also	
return	this	year.	Since	2002,	it	
has	been	a	very	well	attended	
and	 fun	 event	 for	 entertain-
ment	 during	 the	 convention.	
And	 these	 events	 are	 both	
free	—	 included	 in	 the	 regis-
tration	fee.

I	 have	 always	 believed	 the	
Annual	 Meeting	 is	 very	
important	for	our	profession.	
It	 is	 a	 chance	 to	 get	 some	 of	
the	 best	 CLE	 offered	 by	 the	
OBA	 every	 year.	 More	 than	
that,	 it	 is	 an	 opportunity	 for	
us	to	come	together	as	a	pro-
fession.	 I	 have	 countless	
friends	I	see	every	year	at	the	
Annual	 Meeting,	 and	 I	 look	
forward	 to	 the	 collegiality.	
The	 meeting	 is	 a	 serious	
opportunity	 to	 network	 with	
other	 attorneys	 to	 develop	
business,	but	it	is	also	a	great	
opportunity	to	have	fun.	The	
practice	 of	 law	 is	 stressful.	 I	
always	 look	 forward	 to	 the	
Annual	 Meeting	 as	 a	 respite	
from	 the	 rigors	 of	 practicing	
law.

As	 you	 can	 see	 from	 the	
stories	in	this	issue,	we	have	a	
great	 deal	 planned	 for	 your	
pleasure	and	continuing	edu-
cation.	 I	 look	forward	to	see-
ing	you	all	in	November!

cont’d from page 1724

FROM THE 
PRESIDENT
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 ethics & Professional 
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pandee@sbcglobal.net
deadline:	Aug.	1,	2010
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I	am	in	the	middle	of	some	
eye	surgeries.	As	a	result	of	
the	surgeries,	I	have	had	some	
vision	challenges	that	I	hope	
will	at	some	point	be	resolved.	
The	biggest	problem	is	that	I	
cannot	read	my	telephone.	
Twenty-five	years	ago,	that	
would	have	been	a	ridiculous	
statement.	Today,	most	people	
would	know	that	what	I	really	
mean	is	that	I	cannot	read	the	
information	on	my	pdA,	
which	of	course	also	has	a	
telephone	feature.	In	fact,	I	
postponed	a	surgery	until	I	
regained	enough	vision	so	that	
I	could	at	least	read	e-mail	on	
my	computer.	

When	I	started	practice	in	
1983,	all	of	this	technology	
was	being	developed.	We	
heard	about	such	weird	and	
wonderful	things.	I	remember	
when	I	got	a	“bag	phone”	and	
a	fax	machine	that	used	spe-
cial	thermal	paper.	I	was	on	
the	cutting	edge	and	even	had	
a	laser	printer	at	home	in	the	
late	‘80s.	It	was	a	speed	demon	
at	four	pages	per	minute!	
Some	of	us	even	remember	
when	services	such	as	prodigy	
and	AOL	were	the	social	net-
works	of	the	day.	

We	have	become	so	depen-
dent	upon	technology	that	
often	times	it	dictates	how	we	
do	work.	In	my	case,	it	is	dic-
tating	my	healthcare	choices.	I	
bet	I	am	not	alone.	More	than	
once	when	I	have	asked	an	

employee	why	he	or	she	did	
not	perform	a	task	a	particular	
way	the	response	has	been,	
“The	computer	would	not	let	
me	do	it	that	way.”

All	of	us	are	aware	of	how	
the	introduction	of	technology	
has	influenced	the	practice	of	
law.	Briefs	that	were	once	
done	on	typewriters	with	car-
bon	paper	are	just	a	memory	
for	us	old	timers.	
The	ability	for	a	law-
yer	to	generate	docu-
ments	without	the	
assistance	of	staff	is	
not	new,	but	it	is	
more	common	place	
than	ever.	

Online	legal	
research,	electronic	
form	libraries	and	
the	ability	to	find	
almost	anyone	any-
where	makes	what	
once	took	hours	into	
quick	and	easy	tasks.	So	easy	
that	many	things	that	were	
once	the	sole	domain	of	
licensed	attorneys	are	becom-
ing	self-help	tools	for	pro	se	
litigants	and	others	who	are	
selling	services	without	a	
license	to	practice	law.	And	of	
course	are	the	TV	ads	by	a	
prominent	lawyer	telling	peo-
ple	how	to	get	a	will	or	incor-
porate	“in	all	50	states.”

This	month	we	are	having	
our	first	“Tech	Fair.”	Technolo-
gy	is	more	and	more	part	of	

our	culture.	It	has	provided	
some	wonderful	and	amazing	
features	for	us	here	at	the	OBA	
to	better	serve	our	members.	
We	have	recently	added	Okla-
homa	Bar	Circle,	a	social	net-
working	site	for	our	members.	
We	podcast,	Twitter	and	
update	our	Web	site	daily.	I	get	
more	than	200	e-mails	on	
many	days.	We	provide	the		
E-news,	have	the	bar	journal	in	
electronic	format	as	an	option	

																		continued on next page 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I Can’t Read My Telephone
By John Morris Williams

  ...what I really mean is that 
I cannot read the  
information on  
my PDA...   
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and	push	out	MCLE	compli-
ance	information.	In	short,	we	
are	doing	our	best	to	stay	on	
top	of	the	technology	and	give	
our	members	the	best	service	
at	the	lowest	cost.	

The	downside	is	that	we	are	
never	“off.”	It	is	so	common	
for	us	to	take	a	personal	day	
and	then	add,	“Of	course	I	
will	be	available	by	cell	phone	
or	e-mail.”	I	am	old	enough	to	
remember	that	it	would	have	
been	considered	bad	manners	
to	call	someone	on	their	day	
off	unless	it	was	an	extreme	
emergency.	Today,	we	just	
hunt	each	other	down	because	
we	can.	

E-mail	is	so	easy	to	use	and	
somehow	we	have	built	in	an	
expectation	that	an	e-mail	so	
easily	and	quickly	sent	
deserves	an	immediate	
response.	Thus,	I	am	terrified	
to	have	another	surgery	and	
not	be	able	to	read	my	phone	
and	respond	immediately	to		
e-mails	and	text	messages.	

I	am	not	sure	where	all	of	
this	is	leading	us.	However,	I	
think	we	need	to	heed	to	the	
caution	of	OBA	past	president	
Winfrey	Houston	to	not	let	
technology	replace	the	human	
touch	and	face-to-face	commu-
nications.	I	agree	with	Winfrey,	
and	I	will	set	up	some	face-

time	meetings	and	do	some	in-
person	networking	as	soon	as	
I	reply	to	the	37	e-mails	I	
received	while	writing	this	
article.	

To contact Executive Director 
Williams, e-mail him at johnw@
okbar.org.

NOTICE OF JUDICIAL VACANCY
The	Judicial	Nominating	Commission	seeks	applicants	to	fill	the	following	judicial	office:

associate District Judge 
Fifteenth Judicial District 

Wagoner County, Oklahoma

This	vacancy	is	created	by	the	appointment	of	the	Honorable	darrell	Shepherd	to	dis-
trict	Judge	for	Cherokee	and	Wagoner	Counties	on	July	10,	2009.

to be appointed an associate District Judge, an individual must be a registered voter 
of the applicable judicial district at the time (s)he takes the oath of office and assumes 
the duties of office. additionally, prior to appointment, the appointee must have had 
a minimum of two years experience as a licensed practicing attorney, or as a judge of 
a court of record, or combination thereof, within the state of Oklahoma.

Application	 forms	 can	 be	 obtained	 on	 line	 at	 www.oscn.net	 by	 following	 the	 link	 to	 the	
Judicial	Nominating	Commission	or	by	contacting	Tammy	Reaves,	Administrative	Office	of	
the	Courts,	1915	North	Stiles,	Suite	305,	Oklahoma	City,	Oklahoma	73105,	(405)	521-2450,	and	
should	be	submitted	to	the	Chairman	of	the	Commission	at	the	same	address	no later than 
5:00 p.m., Friday, september 25, 2009. If applications are mailed, they must be postmarked 
by midnight, september 25, 2009.

Robert	C.	Margo,	Chairman
Oklahoma	Judicial	Nominating	Commission
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The	paperless	law	office	(or	
as	I	prefer	to	call	it,	the	digital	
law	practice)	could	be	one	of	
the	more	important	topics	that	
lawyers	need	to	discuss	today.	
Larger	law	firms	are	increas-
ingly	converting	to	digital	
office	processes.	Some	smaller	
firms	have	done	so	as	well,	
but	it	is	hardly	universal.	
We’ve	heard	about	the	paper-
less	office	for	years;	promises	
of	improved	efficiency	and	
organization,	the	improved	
quality	of	life,	the	ability	to	
access	your	client	files	online	
from	anywhere	and,	more	
recently,	the	ability	to	sync	
with	your	smart	phone	and	
the	many	other	benefits.

In	fact,	this	article	will	be	
republished	in	the	Sept.	15,	
2009,	issue	of	online	webzine	
Law Practice Today,	with	a	
number	of	other	articles	about	
the	paperless	office.		I	would	
encourage	readers	to	review	
all	of	those	articles	online	at	
www.abanet.org/lpm/lpt/
archives/september09.shtml	
or	just	Google	for	“Law Prac-
tice Today.”

But	one	of	the	really	impor-
tant	reasons	for	having	a	digi-
tal	law	practice	is	not	about	
efficiency.	It	is	about	some-
thing	lawyers	hope	to	never	
actually	deal	with	–	ever.

One	of	the	best	reasons	to	go	
paperless	really	is	an	old-fash-
ioned,	hard-nosed	business	
concept.

It	is	your	self	interest.	CyA.	
Self-protection.	Looking	out	
for	number	one.

And,	if	enlightened	self-
interest	isn’t	enough	to	per-
suade	you,	it’s	also	the	best	
way	to	protect	your	clients	
from	a	disaster	on	those	
important	matters	that	you	are	
handling	for	them.

One	of	the	best	reasons	to	
have	a	digital	law	practice	is	
that	you	can	back	up	your	
data	and	store	it	offsite	so	that	
you	can	recover	your	data	and	
return	to	productivity	in	the	
event	of	a	disaster.	

In	the	old	days,	we	backed	
up	data	because	these	new-
fangled	computers	might	
crash	and	we	could	lose	our	
work.	Today	backing	up	your	
data	offsite	is	a	benefit	of	a	
digital	law	practice.	It	means	
we	no	longer	have	to	rely	on	
the	fact	that	so	many	critical	
items	exist	solely	on	pieces	of	
paper.	In	the	old	days,	we	
thought	paper	was	the	safe	
way	to	store	information	and,	
if	it	was	really	important,	we	
could	make	a	duplicate	copy.	
Today	we’ve	seen	what	can	
happen	to	paper	files	and	can	
recognize	there’s	a	better	way.

We	ensure	against	misfor-
tune	and	disaster.	We	prepare	
disaster	plans	to	help	mitigate	
the	consequences	of	a	catastro-
phe.	

So	let’s	think	a	moment	
about	true	recovery	from	a	law	
office	disaster.	you	find	that	
your	office	has	been	destroyed	
in	a	fire	or	natural	disaster.	
There	are	huge	consequences	
to	this.	you’ll	have	to	find	a	
new	location,	buy	new	office	

furnishings,	deal	with	your	
insurance	company	and	com-
plete	a	whole	host	of	other	
unpleasant	tasks.	It	would	be	
an	understatement	to	say	it	
won’t	be	your	best	month	for	
billing.

But	what	about	doing	the	
work	that	has	to	be	done	for	
the	clients?

With	a	digital	law	practice,	
you	buy	new	computers	and	
restore	your	data	to	them	from	
your	backups.	depending	on	
your	setup,	you	may	have	to	
load	some	applications	on	the	
computers;	but	within	a	few	
hours,	you	will	be	up	and	run-
ning	exactly like you were oper-
ating in the destroyed office!		
(Note:	Have	you	made	backup	
copies	of	your	practice	man-
agement	software	installation	
disks	and	other	applications	
and	stored	them	safely	in	
another	location,	with	instruc-
tions,	serial	numbers	and	
unlocking	codes?)

In	a	traditional	non-digital	
law	practice,	even	where	data	
was	religiously	backed	up,	
when	the	data	is	restored,	you	
will	still	have	a	mess.	you	may	
have	all	of	the	documents	you	
created	on	your	matters,	but	
you	likely	won’t	have	docu-
ments	from	opposing	counsel.	
you	may	have	all	of	your	e-
mail	from	your	Outlook	pST	
file,	but	you	won’t	have	any-
thing	you	wrote	on	a	legal	
pad,	tore	off	and	bradded	into	
the	file.	you	won’t	have	docu-
ments	and	correspondence	
received	from	opposing	coun-

LAW PRACTICE TIPS 

The Paperless Office as a Risk 
Management Enterprise
By Jim Calloway, Director, OBA Management Assistance Program
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sel	if	you	haven’t	scanned	
them.

you	will	not	be	like	the	
digital	office	lawyer,	now	
operating	just	like	you	were	
before	only	in	a	different	
location.	you	will	be	
involved	in	an	ongoing	
lengthy	process	of	recon-
structing,	restoring	and	
remembering	what	was	lost.

What	about	the	work	that	
has	already	been	done	for	cli-
ents?	Suppose	you	have	
billed	and	been	paid	$5,000	
for	a	brief	that	is	supposed	to	
be	filed	in	a	few	days?	Now	
suppose	all	copies	of	that	
brief	have	gone	up	in	smoke	
with	the	rest	of	the	law	office	
that	burned?	Most	judges	
would	probably	grant	you	an	
extension	of	time	to	file.	But	
who	pays	for	the	thousands	
of	dollars	worth	of	time	to	
recreate	the	brief?	does	the	
client	have	to	pay	again?	do	
you	have	to	absorb	the	loss?	
do	you	split	it	50-50?	The	
correct	answer	is	never	hav-
ing	to	answer	that	question	
because	of	your	great	backup	
procedures.

How	busy	are	you	right	
now?	If	you	have	a	true	
disaster,	you	will	be	trying	to	
do	the	needed	work	for	your	
clients	while	also	negotiating	
with	your	insurance	agent,	
looking	for	a	new	location,	
digging	through	rubble	or	
shoveling	mud.

Of	course,	it	could	be	
worse.	If	you	didn’t	back	up	
your	data	at	all,	you	could	be	
in	serious	trouble.	you	might	
have	your	paper	pocket	
docket	book	in	your	hand,	
but	you	would	not	have	any	
forms,	any	work	in	progress,	
any	saved	treasure	troves	of	
legal	research	or	numerous	
other	important	items.	To	put	
it	charitably,	your	profession-
al	reputation,	your	career	
and	your	ability	to	earn	a	liv-
ing	would	be	at	a	crossroads.	
your	conversations	with	your	
insurance	agent	would	be	
most	urgent	matters.	At	some	

point,	a	friend	might	suggest	
that	you	should	notify	your	
professional	liability	carrier	
as	well.

different	disasters	would	
have	different	impacts	on	a	
lawyer’s	practice.	A	burglary	
where	the	computers	were	
stolen	would	raise	many	
issues,	but	at	least	you	
would	still	have	your	paper	
files	and	calendar.	Loss	of	a	
computer	could	mean	the	
loss	of	many	digital	docu-
ments,	but	unless	you	were	a	
true	solo	with	only	one	com-
puter,	a	lot	of	your	forms	
would	be	available	on	other	
office	computers	and	you’d	
still	have	your	paper	files.	
Retyping	information	from	
paper	copies	to	recreate	

forms	would	be	expensive	
and	time-consuming,	but	at	
least	it	would	be	possible.	
There	are	many	variations	on	
the	disaster	theme.

But	in	all	of	them,	you	
would	still	wish	you	had	a	
current	back	of	your	data	
stored	offsite	–	and	life	
would	be	much	easier	if	you	
had	already	gone	“paper-
less.”

paperless	or	digital	law	
practice	operations	need	not	
mean	the	absence	of	paper	
client	files.	you	can	have	
paper	files	and	even	take	
them	to	court	with	you.	But	
your	work	can	be	done	on	
the	computer	network	and	
you	can	review	every	page	

in	every	file	without	getting	
up	from	your	desk.

Hard	drive	crashes	are	
more	frequent	than	we	
would	like	to	believe.	Any-
one	who	has	suffered	from	a	
real	data	loss	due	to	a	hard	
drive	crash	has	learned	that	
people	are	not	as	sympathet-
ic	to	this	as	they	once	were.	
(“Counsel,	again	this	week	
you	want	to	talk	to	the	court	
about	that	hard	drive	crash?	
How	many	months	ago	was	
that?”)

you	may	have	been	one	of	
those	lawyers	who	never	
thought	you	would	ever	
want	their	mobile	phone	to	
be	anything	other	than	a	
phone.	At	this	point,	you	can	
already	see	the	day	that	all	
professionals	will	have	at	
least	their	calendar	on	their	
phone	and	most	will	have	
much,	much	more.	No	one	
enters	all	of	that	information	
into	their	phone	via	the	key-
pad.	They	synchronize	the	
phone	with	their	digital	
practice	information.	Many	
lawyers	said	after	Katrina	
that	their	mobile	phones	
were	practice-savers.	That	is	
because	they	served	as	an	
additional	and	immediately	
accessible	backup	of	some	of	
their	important	information,	
like	their	calendar	and	more	
phone	numbers	of	others	
than	they	could	remember.

Maybe	the	very best	rea-
son	to	have	a	digital	law	
practice	is	that	you	can	back	
up	your	data	and	store	it	off-
site	so	that	you	can	recover	
your	data	and	return	to	pro-
ductivity	in	the	event	of	a	
disaster,	small	or	large.

On	Sept.	24,	2009,	at	1	p.m.	
at	the	Oklahoma	Bar	Center	
as	a	part	of	the	ABA	TECH-
SHOW®	Roadshow	at	the	
OBA	Technology	Fair,	deb-
bie	Foster	and	I	will	present	
a	free	program	Getting to 
Paperless: A Lawyer’s Step-by-
Step Guide.	

Should	you	be	in	the		
audience?

 ...within a few  
hours, you will be up 
and running exactly  

like you were  
operating in the 

destroyed office!  
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GEORGE LAW OFFICE
www.aleciageorge.com

Alecia George

#  Criminal Appeals
#  Habeas Corpus Proceedings
#  Post-conviction Matters–State & Federal
#  Pardon & Commutation Applications
#  Civil Appeals
#  Pre-trial Motion & Pleading Practice

Alecia Felton George has 19 years experience, including 12
years as an Assistant Attorney General. She routinely
practices in state and federal courts throughout Oklahoma
and in the 10  Circuit Court of Appeals. Call for all of yourth

pre-trial, trial, and appellate needs.

5929 N. May Avenue, Suite 509 #  Oklahoma City, OK  73112
(405) 840-9100 Phone #  (405) 840-9102 Fax

E-mail:   aleciageorge@sbcglobal.net

The Tulsa Area  
Paralegal Association (tapa) 

and the OBA Paralegal Committee 
invite you to help raise money for the  

Tulsa Food Bank

Fiesta
at the Food Bank
Party and Silent Auction

To benefit
Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma

Thursday, September 17th
6:00 - 9:00 p.m. at the Community Food Bank

1304 N. Kenosha, Tulsa
Tickets $25 advance - $30 at the door

for tickets or information 
email jchesley@sbcglobal.net or call (918) 899-7428 or (918) 697-1951
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rePOrt OF tHe  
PresIDent

president	parsley	reported	
he	attended	the	Board	of	Gov-
ernors	dinner,	July	board	
meeting	at	OSU	Foundation	
offices,	National	Conference	of	
Bar	presidents	and	ABA	annu-
al	meeting	in	Chicago,	where	
he	served	as	a	delegate	in	the	
ABA	House	of	delegates.

rePOrt OF tHe VICe 
PresIDent

Vice	president	Thomas	
reported	she	attended	the	July	
Board	of	Governors	dinner	
and	meeting	at	the	OSU	Foun-
dation	in	Stillwater,	ABA	
House	of	delegates	in	Chica-
go,	Washington	County	drug	
court	fourth	anniversary	cele-
bration	and	Oklahoma	Chil-
dren’s	Court	Summit	2009,	at	
which	Vice	Chief	Justice	Taylor	
gave	very	motivating	and	
impressive	opening	remarks.	

rePOrt OF tHe 
PresIDent-eleCt 

president-Elect	Smallwood	
reported	he	has	met	with	the	
Budget	Committee	and	has	
finalized	the	2010	OBA	bud-
get,	which	is	ready	for	public	
hearing	and	ultimate	presenta-
tion	to	the	Supreme	Court	in	
december.	He	also	met	with	
the	Long-Range	planning	
Committee,	and	they	are	close	
to	finalizing	recommendations	

that	will	be	presented	to	the	
Board	of	Governors	shortly.	As	
a	member	of	the	Judicial	Nom-
inating	Commission,	he	said	
interviews	have	been	sched-
uled	for	six	judicial	openings	
in	the	next	month.

rePOrt OF tHe Past 
PresIDent 

past	president	Conger	
reported	he	attended	the	great	
dinner	and	reception	hosted	
by	the	payne	County	Bar	
Association,	Board	of	Gover-
nors	meeting	at	the	OSU	
Foundation	Board	Room	and	
reception	for	the	OCU	1L	stu-
dents	at	the	Oklahoma	History	
Museum.	He	addressed	the	
OCU	1L	law	students	on	“The	
Joy	and	privilege	of	Being	a	
Lawyer”	and	during	orienta-
tion	he	taught	the	first	year	
students	an	introductory	eth-
ics	class,	which	was	attended	
by	several	OBA	professional-
ism	Committee	members.

rePOrt OF tHe 
eXeCutIVe DIreCtOr 

Executive	director	Williams	
reported	that	he	attended	the	
ABA	annual	meeting	in	Chica-
go,	Budget	Committee	meet-
ing,	Financial	planning	Sub-
committee	meeting	of	the	Stra-
tegic	planning	Committee,	
OBA	directors	meeting,	
monthly	staff	celebration,	
weekly	Web	editorial	board	

meeting	and	Tulsa	County	Bar	
Association	annual	luncheon.	
He	also	met	with	staff	regard-
ing	the	Tech	Fair,	with	the	con-
tractor	regarding	Emerson	
Hall	renovation	and	spoke	to	
the	entering	OU	College	of	
Law	class.

BOarD memBer rePOrts

Governor Brown	reported	
he	attended	the	Tulsa	County	
Bar	annual	meeting	luncheon,	
ABA	annual	meeting	in	Chica-
go	and	participated	as	chair-
elect	in	meetings	of	the	ABA	
Judicial	division.	He	also	host-
ed	John	Robinson,	director	for	
State	Affairs	for	Justice	at	
Stake	in	Washington,	d.C.	for	
dinner	and	at	the	OBA	Bench	
and	Bar	Committee	meeting.	
Mr.	Robinson	appeared	before	
the	Bench	and	Bar	Committee	
to	address	merit	selection	of	
judges	vs.	election	of	judges	in	
Oklahoma.	The	committee	
reaffirmed	the	OBA’s	policy	
for	county	option	for	selection	
of	judges.	Governor Carter	
could	not	attend	the	meeting	
but	reported	via	e-mail	she	
attended	the	July	board	meet-
ing,	Thursday	evening	event	
with	the	payne	County	Bar	
Association	and	Tulsa	County	
Bar	Association	annual	lunch	
meeting.	Governor Chris-
tensen	reported	she	attended	
the	July	board	meeting	in	Still-
water,	and	she	participated	in	

August Meeting Summary
The Oklahoma Bar Association Board of Governors met at the Oklahoma Bar Center in Oklahoma City on  
Friday, August 28, 2009.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS ACTIONS
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Women	in	Law	planning	ses-
sions.	Governor Hixson	
reported	he	attended	the	July	
Board	of	Governors	meeting	at	
the	OSU	Foundation	and	
Canadian	County	Community	
Sentencing	planning	Council.	
Governor mcCombs	reported	
he	attended	the	Thursday	
night	social	event	in	Stillwater	
and	the	board	meeting	on	Fri-
day.	He	also	attended	the	
McCurtain	County	Bar	lun-
cheon	and	participated	in	local	
bar	discussion	to	support	Ida-
bel	Warrior	athletics.	Gover-
nor moudy	reported	she	
attended	the	payne	County	
Bar	Association	dinner	and	an	
informative	and	productive	
board	meeting	in	Stillwater.	
Governor stockwell	reported	
she	attended	the	July	Board	of	
Governors	dinner	event	and	
meeting,	Cleveland	County	
Bar	Association	luncheon/CLE	
and	CCBA	executive	meeting.	
Governor stuart	reported	he	
attended	the	Board	of	Gover-
nors	dinner	in	Stillwater,	
board	meeting	at	the	OSU	
Foundation	office,	pottawato-
mie	County	Bar	Association	
meeting.	He	also	worked	on	
Awards	Committee	and	Board	
of	Editors-Bar	Journal		
activities.

rePOrt OF tHe YOunG 
laWYers DIVIsIOn 

Governor	Rose	reported	he	
chaired	the	yLd	monthly	
meeting.	He	attended	the	ABA	
annual	meeting,	yLd	House	of	
delegates	and	ABA	House	of	
delegates.	He	also	assembled	
and	distributed	bar	exam	sur-
vival	kits	to	students	taking	
the	July	bar	examination.

laW stuDent DIVIsIOn 
lIaIsOn rePOrt

New	LSd	Chair	Nathan	Mil-
ner	from	OCU	reported	he	
sent	e-mails	providing	infor-
mation	about	the	division	and	

its	membership,	scheduled	a	
meeting	to	discuss	member-
ship,	events	and	leadership	
positions,	sent	a	representative	
to	TU	College	of	Law	during	
their	orientation	to	discuss	
membership	and	contacted	a	
member	from	OU	about	a	pos-
sible	leadership	position.	He	
said	the	division	is	looking	for	
ideas	for	another	event	besides	
Annual	Meeting.

COmmIttee lIaIsOn 
rePOrts

Governor	dirickson	reported	
the	Lawyers	Helping	Lawyers	
Assistance	program	has	pro-
duced	some	promotional	plas-
tic	wallet-size	cards	that	in	
addition	to	the	program	con-
tact	phone	number	also	have	
OU	and	OSU	football	sched-
ules.	Governor	Brown	report-
ed	Judge	doug	Combs,	Okla-
homa	Judicial	Conference	
president,	has	invited	the	
Bench	and	Bar	Committee	to	
make	a	presentation	on	the	
proposed	revisions	to	the	
Code	of	Judicial	Conduct	at	its	
November	conference.	printed	
copies	of	the	code	have	been	
requested,	and	Governor	
Brown	asked	for	funding	to	
make	copies	of	the	155-page	
document	available	at	that	
meeting.	Options	were	dis-
cussed,	and	the	board	decided	
that	more	research	into	cost	
was	needed	before	making	a	
decision.	Governor	Chris-
tensen	reported	a	total	of	
$42,000	was	raised	in	sponsor-
ships	for	the	Women	in	Law	
Conference	banquet,	and	she	
urged	all	board	members	to	
attend.	

rePOrt OF tHe  
General COunsel 

General	Counsel	Hendryx	
reported	the	Office	of	the	Gen-
eral	Counsel	is	defending	the	
OBA	in	the	recently	filed	mat-
ter	of	George Mothershed v. 

Oklahoma Bar Association.	The	
case,	filed	in	Oklahoma	Coun-
ty	district	Court,	is	seeking	the	
readmittance	of	Mr.	Mother-
shed	to	the	roll	of	active	Okla-
homa	attorneys,	from	which	
he	was	disbarred	in	2003	by	
the	Oklahoma	Supreme	Court.	
Motions	to	dismiss	are	pend-
ing.	president	parsley	shared	
that	in	recent	conversations	
with	several	pRC	members,	
they	were	very	complimentary	
of	the	work	of	the	OBA’s	new	
general	counsel.	A	written	sta-
tus	report	of	the	professional	
Responsibility	Commission	
and	OBA	disciplinary	matters	
for	July	2009	was	submitted	
for	the	board’s	review.	

leGIslatIVe lIaIsOn 
PrOPOsal 

president	parsley	reported	
former	state	representative	
Thad	Balkman	has	submitted	
a	proposal	for	legislative	ser-
vices.	president	parsley	intro-
duced	Mr.	Balkman,	who	
reviewed	his	background	that	
included	his	serving	in	the	
House	representing	district	45,	
the	eastern	portion	of	Norman.	
He	shared	a	letter	from	a	legis-
lative	leader	that	expressed	
plans	for	the	coming	legisla-
tive	year	that	could	have	a	
negative	impact	on	the	legal	
profession.	Mr.	Balkman	clari-
fied	that	if	hired	by	the	OBA,	
he	would	have	additional	cli-
ents.	discussion	followed,	and	
a	committee	may	be	formed.	

leGal Intern  
COmmIttee 2009  
annual rePOrt 

As	committee	liaison,	Gover-
nor	Hixson	reported	the	Legal	
Intern	Committee	is	required	
to	submit	an	annual	report	to	
the	Supreme	Court,	and	a	
copy	of	that	report	was	pro-
vided	to	the	Board	of	Gover-
nors.	He	reviewed	the	changes	
made	by	the	Supreme	Court,	
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which	were	requested	by	the	
committee,	to	1)	decrease	the	
number	of	academic	hours	
required	to	be	eligible	for	a	
limited	license	as	a	licensed	
legal	intern	from	50	to	45,	2)	
change	application	and	rein-
statement	fees	and	3)	clarify	
application	deadlines.	Gover-
nor	Hixson	praised	the	com-
mittee	for	its	hard	work.	

emPlOYee Cellular 
telePHOne anD  
COnneCtIVItY serVICes 
POlICY 

Executive	director	Williams	
reported	the	procedure	within	
the	OBA	for	providing	and/or	
reimbursing	payment	of	cell	
phones	for	some	employees	
has	been	inconsistent,	and	a	
proposed	policy	was	drafted	
to	make	the	procedure	consis-
tent.	The	board	approved	
adopting	the	phone	policy.

OKlaHOma COurtHOuse 
BOOK aGreement 

Executive	director	Williams	
reported	the	Oklahoma	Bar	
Foundation	is	going	to	sell	a	
historical	and	photographic	
book	on	Oklahoma’s	77	county	
courthouses	and	three	federal	
courthouses.	The	OBA	will	
assist	in	promoting	book	sales	
in	exchange	for	digital	images	
of	the	courthouses	from	the	
book.	The	board	approved	the	
agreement	between	the	OBA,	
OBF	and	Courthouse	Legends	
LLC.

OFFICe OF tHe General 
COunsel reQuest FOr 
Out OF state traVel

General	Counsel	Hendryx	
said	she	is	requesting	permis-

sion	to	send	one	assistant	gen-
eral	counsel	and	one	investiga-
tor	for	training	at	out-of-state	
conferences.	Funding	is	avail-
able	within	her	budget;	how-
ever,	out-of-state	travel	not	
specified	in	the	OBA’s	travel	
policy	requires	approval.	The	
board	approved	the	travel	
request	for	the	two	employees.	

PrOFessIOnal  
resPOnsIBIlItY  
trIBunal aPPOIntment

The	board	approved	presi-
dent	parsley’s	recommenda-
tion	to	appoint	James	M.	Stur-
divant,	Tulsa,	to	complete	the	
unexpired	term	of	Roger	Roy	
Scott,	Tulsa,	which	ends	June	
30,	2012.

OKlaHOma Bar  
FOunDatIOn  
aPPOIntments

The	board	approved	presi-
dent	parsley’s	recommenda-
tions	to	appoint	to	the	OBF	
Robert	S.	Farris,	Tulsa,	to	fill	
the	vacancy	created	by	the	
death	of	Roger	Roy	Scott,	
Tulsa,	effective	immediately	
and	effective	January	2010	to	
appoint	Stephen	d.	Beam,	
Weatherford,	and	to	reappoint	
Jack	L.	Brown,	Tulsa,	and	Wil-
liam	E.	Farrior,	Tulsa,	whose	
terms	will	expire	dec.	31,	2012.	

leGal etHICs aDVIsOrY 
Panel aPPOIntments

president	parsley	announced	
that	he	has	appointed	James	
A.	drummond,	Norman,	to	
chair	the	Legal	Ethics	Adviso-
ry	panel	and	has	appointed	
Leonard	I.	pataki,	Tulsa,	to	the	
panel’s	Tulsa	division	to	com-
plete	the	unexpired	term	of	

Roger	Roy	Scott,	whose	term	
ends	dec.	31,	2009.

aBa annual meetInG 
rePOrt

president	parsley	reported	
the	meetings	he	attended	were	
high	quality.	

West WInG renOVatIOns

Executive	director	Williams	
reported	progress	continues	
on	Emerson	Hall	with	comple-
tion	expected	soon.	The	carpet,	
which	has	been	delayed	com-
ing	from	the	mill,	should	be	
shipped	soon.

neW memBer BeneFIt

president	parsley	called	the	
board’s	attention	to	the	dis-
counts	the	Colcord	Hotel	in	
downtown	Oklahoma	City	is	
offering	OBA	members	who	
use	a	special	code	when	book-
ing	reservations.	The	discount	
offer	was	reviewed	and	recom-
mended	by	the	OBA	Member	
Services	Committee.	

resOlutIOns

The	board	voted	unanimous-
ly	to	issue	resolutions	to	the	
Washington	County	Bar	Asso-
ciation	and	to	Vice	president	
Linda	Thomas	expressing	
appreciation	for	their	hospital-
ity	and	hard	work	in	organiz-
ing	the	social	events	for	the	
August	board	meeting	in	
Bartlesville.	

neXt meetInG

The	Board	of	Governors	will	
meet	at	the	Oklahoma	Bar		
Center	on	Friday,	Sept.	25,	
2009.
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On	Aug.	27	I	had	the	plea-
sure	of	attending	an	all	day	
meeting	of	the	Oklahoma	Bar	
Foundation’s	Grants	and	
Awards	Committee.	At	this	
meeting,	the	committee,	under	
the	able	leadership	of	Judge	
Valerie	Couch,	interviewed	
applicants	for	2009	OBF	
grants.	This	meeting	was	one	
of	the	most	gratifying,	and	yet	
most	frustrating,	experiences	
I’ve	had	as	an	OBF	Trustee.

Gratifying?	It	was	impossi-
ble	to	sit	through	this	meeting	
without	being	overwhelmed	
by	the	generosity	of	the	many	
Oklahoma	lawyers	and	layper-
sons	dedicated	to	bettering	the	
lives	of	those	less	fortunate.	
Endeavors	such	as	those	repre-
sented	by	these	grant	appli-
cants	should	make	us	proud	to	
be	members	of	the	Oklahoma	
bar.	I	would	like	to	share	the	
stories	of	a	few	of	these	orga-
nizations	while	there	are	oth-
ers	with	equally	compelling	
missions.	The	services	provid-
ed	by	grant	applicants	fell	into	
three	broad	categories:	legal	
services,	support	for	victims	of	
physical	and	emotional	vio-
lence	and	law	related	educa-
tion.	These	organizations	pro-
vide	services	in	every	corner	
of	the	state.	

Legal Services

•		Most	of	you	are	familiar	
with	Oklahoma lawyers 

for Children	and	tulsa 
lawyers for Children.	
These	organizations	pro-
vide	pro	bono	legal	repre-
sentation	to	children	in	
juvenile	court	and	related	
proceedings.	

•		legal aid services of 
Oklahoma	provides	legal	
representation	for	many	
Oklahomans	who	could	
not	otherwise	afford	repre-
sentation.	Legal	Aid	han-
dled	approximately	16,000	
cases	throughout	the	state	
in	2008.	

•		senior law resource 
Center	provides	legal	rep-
resentation	and	education	
on	elder	law	issues	to	
Oklahoma	County	senior	
citizens	and	caregivers.	
Among	issues	addressed	
by	the	center	are	dimin-
ished	capacity,	guardian-
ship	and	financial	exploi-
tation.

•		The	Immigrant rights 
Project	of	the	University	
of	Tulsa’s	Boesche	Legal	
Clinic	is	operated	by	facul-
ty	and	students	from	the	
University	of	Tulsa	Law	
School.	It	provides	legal	
representation	to	immi-
grants,	many	of	whom	are	
victims	of	domestic	vio-
lence	or	are	seeking	asy-
lum	from	oppressive	
native	governments.

Services to Victims

•		The marie Detty Youth 
and Family services Cen-
ter	provides	a	family	shel-
ter	and	educational	servic-
es	in	Comanche	County.	

•		The	William W. Barnes 
Children’s advocacy Cen-
ter	provides	training	in	
recognizing	and	respond-
ing	to	signs	of	child	abuse.	
This	training	is	offered	to	
school	personnel	in	several	
rural	Oklahoma	counties.

•		The	Family shelter of 
southern Oklahoma	pro-
vides	a	family	shelter	and	
a	victim’s	advocate,	serv-
ing	victims	of	domestic	
violence	in	Love	County.	

•		Oklahoma Court 
appointed advocates for 
Vulnerable adults	is	an	
innovative	program	that	
provides	volunteer	advi-
sors	in	guardianship	pro-
ceedings.	These	trained	
volunteers	seek	to	identify	
the	best	interests	of	wards,	
often	in	the	face	of	adverse	
claims	of	prospective	or	
actual	guardians.	

Education

•		The	mock trial Program,	
sponsored	by	the	young	
Lawyers	division	of	the	
OBA,	has	been	the	recipient	
of	numerous	OBF	grants.	

Now More Than Ever… It’s Time 
to Become an OBF Fellow
By Richard A. Riggs

BAR FOUNDATION NEWS
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Its	statewide	mock	trial	
program	has	been	an	
unqualified	success.

•		The YmCa Youth in 
Government	program	
sponsors	a	Model	Legis-
lative	day	for	middle	
school	students	and	
leadership	training	for	
high	school	students.

•		We the People	is	an	edu-
cational	project	of	the	
Oklahoma	Bar	Associa-
tion.	It	consists	of	an	
annual	competition	
among	Oklahoma	high	
schools	focused	on	
knowledge	and	apprecia-
tion	of	the	United	States	
Constitution.	

Many	of	the	presentations	
to	the	committee	were	made	
by	practicing	Oklahoma	
attorneys	who	regularly	dedi-
cate	their	time	and	resources	
to	these	organizations.	Their	
dedication	was	evident,	and	
their	descriptions	of	their	
work	were	flavored	with	
comments	such	as	“this	gave	
me	an	opportunity	to	see	
what	it	really	means	to	be	a	
lawyer.”	In	hearing	these	
committed	lawyers	speak	
with	such	passion	about	their	
efforts,	one	member	of	the	
committee	was	bold	enough	
to	concede	what	was	on	all	of	
our	minds	–	a	sense	of	guilt	
for	not	spending	more	time	
in	such	endeavors.

But	why	was	this	meeting	
so	frustrating?	It	was	frus-
trating	because	economic	

realities	render	OBF	unable	
to	fund	what	OBF	Trustees	
would	like	to	provide	–	at	a	
time	when	the	need	for	these	
services	is	only	increasing.	In	
fact,	the	current	financial	cli-
mate	will	make	it	impossible	
for	OBF	to	award	even	as	
much	in	2009	as	it	did	in	
2008.	Here’s	why.	

Funds	for	OBF	grant	
awards	come	from	three	
principal	sources:	investment	
income,	IOLTA	income	and	
contributions	by	OBF	Fel-
lows.	OBF	investments	are	
professionally	managed	
under	conservative	invest-
ment	policies.	However,	
those	investments	have	suf-
fered	the	same	fate	as	most	
other	investments	over	the	
past	year.	

IOLTA	income	is	also	
lower	this	year.	This	income	
is	a	product	of	interest	rates	
payable	on	IOLTA	accounts.	
Those	rates	have	followed	
other	interest	rates	to	a	
return	that	is	next	to	noth-
ing.	The	contributions	of	
Oklahoma	lawyers,	through	
the	OBF	Fellows	program,	
provide	the	remaining	funds	
available	for	grants.	Over	
1,500	Oklahoma	lawyers	
have	become	OBF	Fellows,	
but	their	annual	contribu-
tions	alone	cannot	make	up	
for	the	current	shortfalls	in	
other	revenue	sources.						

Here’s	the	bottom	line.	
OBF	needs	your	help.	More	
importantly,	the	organiza-

tions	described	above,	and	
the	dedicated	Oklahoma	
lawyers	who	provide	their	
time,	expertise	and	commit-
ment	to	these	organizations,	
need	your	help.	This	help	is	
needed	now	more	than	ever	
given	our	current	financial	
climate.	The	way	you	can	
best	help	is	to	sign	up	as	an	
OBF	Fellow…now…today.

WHat DOes It taKe?

OBF	Fellows	are	those	law-
yers	who	have	made	a	com-
mitment	for	an	annual	$100	
tax-deductible	contribution	
for	a	10-year	period.	Bene-
factor	Fellows	are	those	who	
have	made	an	annual	$300	
commitment.	you	can	
become	an	OBF	Fellow	by	
filling	out	the	form	on	the	
following	page	or	by	simply	
calling	the	foundation	office	
(405)	416-7070	and	saying	“I	
want	to	help.”	The	Okla-
homa	Bar	Foundation	recent-
ly	adopted	a	new	mission	
statement	–	Lawyers Trans-
forming Lives through the 
Advancement of Education, 
Citizenship and Justice for All.	
please	join	1,500	current	OBF	
Fellows	in	becoming	an	
active	participant	in	that	
mission.	Thank	you	for	the	
consideration	I	know	you	
will	give	this	request.	

Richard A. Riggs is president 
of the Oklahoma Bar Founda-
tion. He can be reached at 
Rick.Riggs@mcafeetaft.com
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m	Attorney			m	Non-Attorney

Name:	___________________________________________________________________________				
          (name, as it should appear on your OBF Fellow Plaque)               County

Firm	or	other	affiliation:	___________________________________________________________

Mailing	&	delivery	Address:_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:	__________________________________________________________________

phone:____________________	Fax:___________________	E-Mail	Address:_________________

__	 I	 want	 to	 be	 an	 OBF	 Fellow	 now	 –	 Bill	 Me	 Later!	

__	Total	amount	enclosed,	$1,000	

__	$100	enclosed	&	bill	annually

__		New Lawyer 1st Year,	$25	enclosed		
&	bill	as	stated

__		New Lawyer within 3 Years,	$50	enclosed		
&	bill	as	stated

__		I	want	to	be	recognized	as	a	Sustaining  
Fellow	&	will	continue	my	annual	gift	of		
at least $100	–	(initial pledge should be complete)

__		I	want	to	be	recognized	at	the	leadership	level	of	Benefactor Fellow	&	will	annually		
contribute	at least $300	– (initial pledge should be complete)

signature & Date:	______________________________________	OBa Bar #:	________________

Make	checks	payable	to:		
Oklahoma	Bar	Foundation	•	p	O	Box	53036	•	Oklahoma	City	OK	73152-3036	•	(405)	416-7070

OBF sPOnsOr:____________________________________________________________________

 m  I/we wish to arrange a time to discuss possible cy pres  
distribution to the Oklahoma Bar Foundation and my  
contact information is listed above.

Many thanks for your support & generosity!

Lawyers Transforming Lives through educa-tion, citizenship and justice for all. Join the OBF Fellows today!

fellow enrollMent forM
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assumption # 1:	Domestic 
violence rates in Oklahoma 
are declining.	The	truth:	
despite	national	statistics	
indicating	that	domestic	vio-
lence	is	on	the	decline,	
domestic-related	violence	is	
reaching	epidemic	propor-
tions	in	Oklahoma.	The	Okla-
homa	Fatality	Review	Board	
reports	there	were	776	domes-
tic	violence	related	deaths	
between	1998	and	2007.1	
Oklahoma	currently	ranks	
fourth	in	the	nation	for	the	
intimate	partner	homicides.2	
According	to	Renee	Brewer,3	
the	Executive	director	of	the	
Native	Alliance	Against	Vio-
lence,	4	the	statistics	are	only	
getting	worse.	“Oklahoma	is	
on	track	this	year	to	be	the	
state	with	the	most	domestic	
violence-related	homicides	in	
the	country.	The	victim	ser-
vice	programs	in	our	state	are	
overwhelmed,	and	there	is	
not	enough	funding	to	assist	
programs	in	addressing	the	
many	needs	that	are	created	
by	this	crisis.”	

assumption # 2: Victims of 
domestic violence are all the 
same.	The	truth:	domestic	
violence	affects	every	seg-
ment	of	the	population.	Vic-
tims	come	from	every	socio-
economic	level,	every	com-
munity,	every	culture	and	
every	race.	Although	the	vast	
majority	of	reported	domestic	
cases	involve	women	victims,	

there	are	also	several	cases	
involving	male	victims.	In	a	
survey	by	the	National	Insti-
tute	of	Justice,	Centers	for	
disease	Control,	7.5	percent	
of	men	surveyed	reported	
they	had	been	victims	of	inti-
mate	partner	violence.5	This	
number	is	suspected	as	
deflated	due	to	lower	report-
ing	rates	among	male	victims.	
Some	demographics	are	vic-
timized	at	higher	rates	than	
others.	American	Indian	
women	experience	the	high-
est	rates	of	intimate	partner	
violence.6	Immigrant	victims	
face	additional	barriers	to	jus-
tice,	and	are	less	likely	to	
report	domestic	violence	for	
fear	of	placing	their	status	in	
jeopardy.	

assumption # 3: Domestic 
violence victims need victim 
services more than they need 
legal services.	The	truth:	
According	to	Shelley	Miller,7	a	
victims’	advocate	and	project	
director	of	the	Apache	Tribe’s	
Violence	Free	Living	pro-
gram,	access	to	legal	repre-
sentation	is	one	of	the	most	
important	needs	victims	have.	
“Most	victims	need	transi-
tional	housing,	financial	assis-
tance	and	employment	sup-
port,	but	those	needs	can	be	
addressed	by	a	variety	of	
resources,	including	commu-
nity	partners,	family	and	
friends.	Not	just	anyone	can	
help	a	victim	in	court.	There	

are	not	enough	well-trained	
attorneys	willing	to	help	with	
legal	needs,	and	nearly	every	
victim	we	see	needs	represen-
tation	in	court	for	something	
arising	as	a	result	of	the	abu-
sive	relationship.	Victims	
need	representation	on	vic-
tims	rights	issues,	protective	
orders,	divorce,	child	custody	
and	bankruptcy	proceedings	
that	are	brought	about	as	a	
result	of	the	victim	breaking	
free.”

assumption # 4: any law-
yer can represent a victim of 
domestic violence.	The	truth:	
domestic	violence	representa-
tion	is	one	of	the	most	dan-
gerous	areas	of	law	to	prac-
tice.	The	Native	American	
Legal	Resource	Center	
(NALRC)	at	OCU	School	of	
Law	has	developed	a	collab-
orative	service-providing	
model	for	representing	vic-
tims	of	domestic	violence,	
pairing	each	attorney	with	a	
victims’	advocate.	Ruseal	
Brewer,8	a	project	attorney	at	
the	NALRC	explains,	“As	an	
attorney	representing	a	vic-
tim,	my	first	thought	is	to	
aggressively	represent	my	cli-
ent	to	get	her	every	remedy	
she	can	seek	in	court.	But	our	
victims’	advocates	see	the	sit-
uation	from	a	safety-based	
perspective,	and	often	pull	
me	out	of	the	litigation	mind-
set	to	ensure	we	do	not	
enrage	the	batterer	and	put	

ACCESS TO JUSTICE

Make No Assumptions
Barriers to Justice for Domestic Violence Victims
By Casey Ross-Petherick and Kelly Gaines Stoner
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the	victim	in	more	danger	
than	she	already	is.	I	worry	
how	I	might	have	endangered	
my	clients	without	even	
knowing	it	before	my	training	
taught	me	to	focus	on	safety.	
Working	with	a	victims’	
advocate	in	each	case	ensures	
our	clients’	safety	and	our	
own	safety.”	Shelley	Miller	
agrees.	“Safety	is	the	number	
one	concern	in	working	with	
victims	of	domestic	violence.	
It	is	a	life	or	death	situation	
for	the	victim,	her	family,	the	
service	providers	and	the	
attorney	handling	the	case.	
Having	an	attorney	who	is	
not	trained	to	focus	on	safety	
is	worse	than	having	no	attor-
ney	at	all.”

assumption # 5: Domestic 
violence only affects the 
adults in a relationship.	The	
truth:	Children	in	homes	
where	domestic	violence	is	
occurring	are	much	more	
likely	to	suffer	physical,	emo-
tional	and	sexual	abuse	than	
children	in	non-abusive	
homes.	Victims	are	less	likely	
to	be	in	a	position	to	protect	
their	children	from	abuse	
after	separation.	According	to	
the	American	Bar	Association	
domestic	Violence	Commis-
sion,9	victims	in	domestic	vio-
lence	cases	lose	custody	of	
their	children	in	approximate-
ly	70	percent	of	the	cases.	
Renee	Brewer	explains,	“Vic-
tims	are	typically	very	trau-
matized	by	the	abuse,	and	
often	do	not	present	well	in	
court,	where	they	see	the	bat-
terer	face-to-face,	and	are	
forced	to	re-live	the	horrific	
events.	Batterers,	however,	
are	master	manipulators,	and	
typically	present	very	well	in	
court.	Many	judges	misun-
derstand	the	dynamics,	fault	
the	victim	and	reward	the	
batterer	by	awarding	custody	
to	the	offending	parent.”	

assumption # 6: all batter-
ers can be criminally prose-
cuted for committing domes-
tic violence crimes.	The	truth:	
Jurisdictional	gaps	exist	that	
create	safe	havens	for	batter-
ers	in	Oklahoma	Indian	
Country.	The	status	of	crimi-
nal	jurisdiction	in	Indian	
Country	is	a	complex	and	
confusing	web	of	federal	stat-
utes	and	U.S.	Supreme	Court	
case	law	that	creates	a	gap	in	
prosecutorial	authority	for	
crimes	committed	on	Indian	
land.	With	Oklahoma’s	
unique	checkerboard	pattern	
of	tribal	land	intermingled	
with	non-Indian	land,10	deter-
mining	proper	exercise	of	
authority	for	investigating	
and	prosecuting	domestic	
violence	cases	becomes	even	
more	difficult.	

The	U.S.	Supreme	Court	
has	dictated	that	tribes	cannot	
exercise	criminal	jurisdiction	
over	non-Indians.	If	the	crime	
is	an	interracial	crime	involv-
ing	a	non-Indian	perpetrator	
and	an	Indian	victim,	the	
state	cannot	prosecute.	In	
those	cases	only	the	federal	
government	can	prosecute,	
but	limitations	of	resources	
and	manpower	often	result	in	
declinations	of	cases	not	
involving	great	bodily	injury	
or	death.

assumption # 7: Victims of 
domestic violence in Okla-
homa have access to attor-
neys for their legal needs.	
The	truth:	Most	victims	of	
domestic	violence	do	not	
have	a	lawyer	for	their	cases.	
There	are	few	resources	for	
victims,	who	most	often,	can-
not	afford	legal	representation	
as	a	result	of	financial	control	
exercised	by	the	batterer.	
Legal	Aid	Services	of	Okla-
homa	provides	pro	bono	rep-
resentation	in	many	areas,	but	
there	are	far	more	cases	than	

their	programs	can	handle.	A	
handful	of	programs	scat-
tered	throughout	the	state	
offer	some	form	of	legal	rep-
resentation	to	victims,	but	
uncertain	grant	funding	and	
eligibility	limitations	often	
frustrate	the	intent	behind	the	
programs.

assumption # 8: I cannot 
help.	The	truth:	you	can	be	
part	of	the	solution.	

OCU	law’s	NALRC	and	pro	
Bono	program	are	teaming	up	
with	Legal	Aid	Services	of	
Oklahoma,	the	Oklahoma	Bar	
Association’s	Access	to	Justice	
Committee	and	attorneys	
across	the	state	to	make	a	dif-
ference	in	the	number	of	well-
trained	attorneys	willing	to	
take	pro	bono	cases	to	repre-
sent	victims	of	domestic	vio-
lence.	

Sign	up	to	be	placed	on	a	
resource	list	for	the	American	
Bar	Association’s	domestic	
Violence	Commission.	Listed	
attorneys	commit	to	take	one	
pro	bono	domestic	violence	
case	per	year.	In	exchange	for	
this	commitment,	participants	
benefit	from	the	following:

•	Free	domestic	violence	
training.	OCU	law	will	
provide	12	continuing	
legal	education	credits,	
including	one	ethics	cred-
it,	at	no	cost	to	all	pro-
gram	participants.	The	
training	will	focus	on	best	
practices	for	attorneys	
representing	domestic	
violence	victims,	safety	
planning,	jurisdictional	
considerations	and	devel-
oping	cultural	competen-
cies	in	representing	
diverse	clients.	Each	listed	
attorney	must	complete	
the	training	before	being	
assigned	a	case.

•	Support.	OCU	law’s	
NALRC	will	provide	sup-
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port	and	research	assis-
tance	to	all	program	par-
ticipants.	The	NALRC	
will	provide	advice	and	
guidance	to	participants	
during	the	pendency	of	
their	pro	bono	case.	Cur-
rent	law	students	will	be	
available	to	research	new	
and	difficult	legal	issues	
as	they	arise.	

assumption #9: If I do not 
respond, others will.	The	
question:	If	you	do	not	step	
up	to	help	victims	of	domes-
tic	violence,	who	will?

For	more	information,	or	to	
join	the	effort,	please	contact	
the	Native	American	Legal	
Resource	Center	at	OCU	
School	of	Law,	by	e-mail	at	
dvlist@okcu.edu	or	by	phone	
at	(405)	208-5017.	

Ms. Ross-Petherick is the 
deputy director of the Native 
American Legal Resource Center 
at OCU law. Ms. Stoner is a 
professor of law, and serves as 
the director of the Native Ameri-
can Legal Resource Center and 
Clinical Programs at OCU law. 

1.	 Oklahoma	 Fatality	 Review	 Board,	
Domestic Violence Homicide in Oklahoma,	 2007	
Annual	Report.

2.	Violence	policy	Center,	When Men Mur-
der Women,	September	2008.

3.	Renee	Brewer	has	over	10	years	experi-
ence	 working	 with	 victims	 of	 domestic	 vio-
lence	 as	 a	 victims’	 advocate,	 having	 repre-
sented	 over	 500	 victims.	 She	 is	 a	 commis-
sioned	reserve	police	officer	of	 the	Seminole	
Nation	 Lighthorse	 police	 force.	 Renee	 is	 a	
citizen	of	the	Muscogee	(Creek)	Nation.

4.	 The	 Native	 Alliance	 Against	 Violence	
(NAAV)	 is	 the	 new	 statewide	 coalition	 for	
tribal	 domestic	 violence	 programs	 in	 Okla-
homa.	 The	 NAAV	 seeks	 to	 synergize	 the	
domestic	 violence	 programs	 of	 the	 38	 tribal	
governments	 in	 Oklahoma	 to	 offer	 compre-
hensive	 solutions	 for	 expansion	 of	 services	
for	Native	victims	and	families.	The	NAAV	is	
funded	through	a	grant	program	of	the	Office	
on	Violence	against	Women.

5.	 United	 States	 department	 of	 Justice,	
Full	Report	of	the	prevalence,	Incidence,	and	
Consequences	 of	 Violence	 against	 Women,	
Research	Report,	November	2000.

6.	 Bureau	 of	 Justice	 Statistics,	 Intimate 
Partner Violence in the United States,	 Shannan	
Catalano,	ph.d.,	december	2007.	

7.	Shelley	Miller	has	over	13	years	experi-
ence	as	a	domestic	violence	victims’	advocate.	
She	has	represented	hundreds	of	victims,	and	
serves	as	an	advisor	 to	 the	Native	American	
Legal	 Resource	 Center	 in	 working	 with	 vic-
tims	of	domestic	violence.

8.	Ruseal	Brewer	is	an	attorney,	with	over	
five	years	experience	representing	victims	of	
domestic	violence.	She	 is	a	2003	graduate	of	
OCU	School	of	Law	and	serves	as	a	statewide	
trainer	on	domestic	violence	issues.	

9.	 10 Myths about Custody and Domestic 
Violence and How to Counter Them,	2006.

10.	The	unique	 land	 issues	 in	Oklahoma	
result	 from	 the	 federal	 Indian	 policy	 of	 dis-
banding	reservations	 that	were	held	 in	com-
mon	ownership	and	allotting	parcels	of	land	
to	individuals,	many	of	which	are	still	under	
the	 superintendence	 of	 the	 federal	 govern-
ment.	

	

Judicial Compensation Board Requests Comments 
on State Judicial Salaries

The Board on Judicial Compensation will hold a meeting on Tuesday, September 15, 
2009. The Board wants to solicit public input as to the appropriate salary for the 
following Oklahoma state court judicial positions:

1. Chief Justice of the Supreme Court;
2. Associate Justices of the Supreme Court;
3. Presiding Judge of the Court of Criminal Appeals;
4. Judges of the Court of Criminal Appeals;
5. Presiding Judge of the Court of Civil Appeals;
6. Judges of the Court of Civil Appeals;
7. District court judges;
8. Associate district court judges; and
9. Special district court judges.

The Board will only consider written responses that are dated, signed by the person 
submitting them and received by 5:00 p.m., September 1, 2009. Responses should be 
submitted to the following address:

Judicial Compensation Board
c/o Administrative Office of the Courts
1915 North Stiles, Suite 305
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION

OFFICers

Chairperson-elect

Qualifications:	Any	mem-
ber	of	the	division	having	
previously	served	for	at	least	
one	year	on	the	OBA/yLd	
Board	of	directors.

Term:	One-year	term	
(Jan.-	dec.	2010)
The	chairperson-elect	auto-

matically	becomes	the	chair-
person	of	the	division	for	
2011.

treasurer

Qualifications:	Any	mem-
ber	of	the	OBA/yLd	Board	
of	directors	may	be	elected	
by	the	membership	of	the	
division	to	serve	in	this	
office.

Term:	One-year	term	
(Jan.-	dec.	2010)

secretary

Qualifications:	Any	mem-
ber	of	the	OBA/yLd	Board	
of	directors	may	be	elected	
by	the	membership	of	the	
division	to	serve	in	this	
office.

Term:	One-year	term	
(Jan.-	dec.	2010)

BOarD OF DIreCtOrs — 
tWO-Year VaCanCIes

The	following	director-
ships	are	open	for	election	
for	a	two-year	term	from	
January	2010	to	december	
2011.

Vacancies	will	be	in:

District no. 2:	Atoka,	
Bryan,	Choctaw,	Haskell,	
Johnson,	Latimer,	LeFlore,	
McCurtain,	McIntosh,	Mar-
shall,	pittsburg,	pushmataha	
and	Sequoyah	counties

District no. 3:	 (two	 seats)	
Oklahoma	County

District no. 4:	Alfalfa,	Bea-
ver,	Beckham,	Blaine,	Cimar-
ron,	Custer,	dewey,	Ellis,	
Garfield,	Harper,	Kingfisher,	
Major,	Roger	Mills,	Texas,	
Washita,	Woods	and	Wood-
ward	counties

District no. 6:	Tulsa	County

District no. 8:	Coal,	
Hughes,	Lincoln,	Logan,	
Noble,	Okfuskee,	payne,	
pontotoc,	pottawatomie	and	
Seminole	counties

at-large: (three	seats)

at-large rural:	(one	seat)	
Any	county	other	than	Tulsa	
County	or	Oklahoma	County

nOmInatInG 
PrOCeDure: 

Article	5	of	the	division	
bylaws	requires	that	any	eli-
gible	member	wishing	to	run	
for	office	must	submit	a	
nominating	petition	to	the	
Nominating	Committee.	The	

petition	must	be	signed	by	at	
least	10	members	of	the	
OBA/yLd.	The	original	peti-
tion	must	be	submitted	by	
the	deadline	set	by	the	Nom-
inating	Committee	chairper-
son.	A	separate	petition	must	
be	filed	for	each	opening,	
except	that	a	petition	for	a	
directorship	shall	be	valid	
for	one	year	and	two	year	
terms	and	at	large	positions.	
A	person	must	be	eligible	for	
division	membership	for	the	
entire	term	for	which		
elected.

elIGIBIlItY: 

All	OBA	members	in	good	
standing	who	were	admitted	
to	the	practice	of	law	10	
years	ago	or	less	are	mem-
bers	of	the	OBA/yLd.

Membership	is	automatic	–	
If	you	were	first	admitted	to	
the	practice	of	law	in	1999	or	
later,	you	are	a	member	of	
the	OBA/yLd!	

eleCtIOn PrOCeDure:

Article	5	of	the	division	
bylaws	govern	the	election	
procedure.	In	October,	a	list	
of	all	eligible	candidates	and	
ballots	will	be	published	in	
the	OBJ.	deadlines	for	voting	
will	be	published	with	the	
ballots.	All	members	of	the	
division	may	vote	for	officers	
and	at-large	directorships.	
Only	those	members	with	
OBA	roster	addresses	within	
a	subject	judicial	district	may	
vote	for	that	district’s	direc-
tor.	The	members	of	the	
Nominating	Committee	shall	
only	vote	in	the	event	of	a	
tie.	please	see	OBA/yLd	
bylaws	for	additional	infor-
mation.

WANT 
TO GET 

INVOLVED?

RUN FOR 
THE 

OBA/YLD 
BOARD 

OF 
DIRECTORS
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DeaDlIne: 

Nominating	petitions,	accompanied	by	a	pho-
tograph	and	brief	resume	(in	electronic	form)	
for	publication	in	the	OBJ,	must	be	received	
by	the	Nominating	Committee	chairperson	no	
later	than	5	p.m.	Friday,	Sept.	25,	2009,	at	the	
following	address:

Kimberly	Warren
Nominating	Committee
Chairperson
531	Couch	drive,	Ste	200
Oklahoma	City,	OK	73102
(405)	218-4735
Fax:	(405)	235-0042
e-mail:	kwarren@
coleandreed.com

tips From the nominating Committee Chairperson:
•	The	OBA	Web	site	has	a	sample	nominating	petition	to	give	you	an	idea	of	format	

and	 information	 required	 by	 OBA	 Bylaws	 (one	 is	 also	 available	 from	 the	 nominating	
committee)

•	Signatures	on	the	nominating	petitions	do	not	have	to	be	from	young	lawyers	in	your	
own	district	(the	restriction	on	districts	only	applies	to	voting)

•	Take	your	petition	to	local	county	bar	meetings	or	to	the	courthouse	and	introduce	
yourself	to	other	young	lawyers	while	asking	them	to	sign	–	it’s	a	good	way	to	start	net-
working

•	you	can	have	more	than	one	petition	for	the	same	position	and	add	the	total	number	
of	original	signatures	–	if	you	live	in	a	rural	area,	you	may	want	to	fax	or	e-mail	petitions	
to	colleagues	and	have	them	return	the	petitions	with	original	signatures	by	snail	mail

•	don’t	wait	until	the	last	minute	–	I	will	only	accept	faxes	or	e-mails	of	the	petitions	
IF	the	original	petitions	are	postmarked	by	the	deadline

•	Membership	eligibility	extends	to	dec.	31	of	any	year	which	you	are	eligible
•	Membership	eligibility	starts	from	the	date	of	your	first	admission	to	the	practice	of	

law,	even	if	outside	of	the	state	of	Oklahoma	
•	All	candidates’	photographs	and	brief	biographical	data	are	required	to	be	published	

in	the	OBJ.	All	biographical	data	must	be	submitted	by	e-mail	or	on	a	disk,	NO	ExCEp-
TIONS.	 petitions	 submitted	 without	 a	 photograph	 and/or	 brief	 resume	 are	 subject	 to	
being	disqualified	at	the	discretion	of	the	Nominating	Committee

NOTICE OF HEARING ON THE PETITION FOR REINSTATEMENT 
OF edward l. munson, SCBD #5540 

TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE OKLAHOMA BAR ASSOCIATION

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Rule 11.3(b), Rules Governing Disciplin-
ary Proceedings, 5 O.S., Ch. 1, App. 1-A, that a hearing will be held to deter-
mine if Edward L. Munson should be reinstated to active membership in the 
Oklahoma Bar Association.

Any person desiring to be heard in opposition to or in support of the peti-
tion may appear before the Professional Responsibility Tribunal at the Okla-
homa Bar Center at 1901 North Lincoln Boulevard, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, October 15, 2009. Any person wishing to appear 
should contact Gina Hendryx, General Counsel, Oklahoma Bar Association, 
P.O. Box 53036, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73152, telephone (405) 416-7007, 
no less than five (5) days prior to the hearing.

 PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY TRIBUNAL
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7	 	OBA Closed	–	Labor	Day	Observed
8	 	OBA Leadership Academy;	8:30	a.m.;	Oklahoma	

Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	Heidi	McComb	
(405)	416-7027

	 OBA Mock Trial Committee Meeting;	5:30	p.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	with	
teleconference;	Contact:	Judy	Spencer	(405)	755-1066

9	 OBA Leadership Academy;	8:30	a.m.;	Oklahoma	
Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	Heidi	McComb	
(405)	416-7027

10	 OBA Awards Committee Luncheon;	11:30	a.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	
D.	Renee	Hildebrant	(405)	713-1423

	 OBA Awards Committee Meeting;	12	p.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	D.	Renee	
Hildebrant	(405)	713-1423

11	 OBA Lawyers Helping Lawyers Training;	
1:30	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	
Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa	with	teleconference;	
Contact:	Tom	Riesen	(405)	843-8444

	 OBA Family Law Section Meeting;	3	p.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	OSU	Tulsa;	
Contact:	Amy	Wilson	(918)	439-2424

15	 OBA Civil Procedure Committee Meeting;	3	p.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	OSU	Tulsa;	
Contact:	James	Milton	(918)	591-5229

	 OBA Law-related Education Committee Meeting;	
4	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	
Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	Jack	G.	Clark	
(405)	232-4271

16	 Oklahoma Council of Administrative Hearing 
Officials; 12	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	
City	and	Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	
Carolyn	Guthrie	(405)	271-1269	Ext.	56212

	 Ruth Bader Ginsburg American Inn of Court;	
5	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	
Donald	Lynn	Babb	(405)	235-1611

17	 OBA Access to Justice Committee Meeting;	
10	a.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	
Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	Kade	McClure	
(580)	248-4675

 OBA Bench & Bar Committee Meeting;	12	p.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	Tulsa	County	
Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	Jack	Brown	(918)	581-8211

18	 Oklahoma Bar Foundation Meeting;	12:30	p.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	Nancy	
Norsworthy	(405)	416-7070

	 OBA Environmental Law Section Meeting;	
2:30	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	
and	Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	
Donald	D.	Maisch	(405)	702-7189

18	 OBA Law Day Committee Meeting;	3	p.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	OSU	Tulsa;	
Contact:	Tina	Izadi	(405)	521-4274

19	 OBA Title Examination Standards Committee 
Meeting;	Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	
Kraettli	Epperson	(405)	848-9100

21	 OBA Alternative Dispute Resolution Section 
Subcommittee Meeting;	3	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	
Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	Andrea	Braeutigam	
(405)	640-2819	

	 OBA Alternative Dispute Resolution Section 
Meeting;	4	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	
City	and	Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	
Andrea	Braeutigam	(405)	640-2819	

22	 New Admittee Swearing In Ceremony;	Supreme	
Court	Courtroom;	Contact:	Board	of	Bar	Examiners	
(405)	416-7075

	 OBA Women in Law Conference;	Skirvin	Hotel;	
Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	Deborah	Reheard	
(918)	689-9281

	 OBA Work/Life Balance Committee Meeting;	
12	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	
Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	Julie	Rivers	
(405)	232-6357

24	 OBA Technology Fair;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	
Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	Jim	Calloway	(405)	416-7051

	 Oklahoma Bar Foundation Meeting;	3	p.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	Nancy	
Norsworthy	(405)	416-7070

CalendarSeptember
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24	 Hudson Hall Wheaton American Inn of Court;	
5:15	p.m.;	Page	Belcher	Federal	Building,	Tulsa;	
Contact:	Patricia	Neel,	Administrator	(918)	477-7827,	
or	visit	Web	site:	www.hudsonhallwheaton.com	

25	 OBA Board of Governors Meeting;	9:30	a.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	
John	Morris	Williams	(405)	416-7000

26	 OBA Women in Law Walk of Hope;	8:30	a.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	
Deborah	Reheard	(918)	689-9281

	 OBA Young Lawyers Division Committee 
Meeting;	10	a.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	
City	and	Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	
Rick	Rose	(405)	236-0478

29	 OBA Law-related Education Elementary Level 
PROS Training;	8:30	a.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	
Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	Jane	McConnell	
(405)	416-7024

	 Death Oral Argument;	Kendrick	Antonio	Simpson;	
D-07-1055;	10	a.m.;	Court	of	Criminal	Appeals	
Courtroom

	 Hispanic Bar Network Meeting;	3:30	p.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	Tulsa	County	
Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	Saul	Olivarez		
(405)	463-6800

30	 OBA Law-related Education Secondary Level 
PROS Training;	8:30	a.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	
Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	Jane	McConnell		
(405)	416-7024

 	 OBA Professionalism Committee Meeting;	
4	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	Tulsa	
County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	Sharisse	O’Carroll	
(918)	584-4192

1	 OBA Legal Intern Committee Meeting;	3	p.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	with	telecon-
ference;	Contact:	H.	Terrell	Monks	(405)	733-8686

2	 Oklahoma Trial Judges Association Meeting;	
12	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City;	
Contact:	A.J.	Henshaw	(918)	775-4613

6	 OBA New Lawyer Experience;	8:30	a.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	
Jim	Calloway	(405)	416-7051

8	 Oklahoma Bar Foundation 2009 Court Grant 
Applicant Interviews;	8	a.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	
Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	Nancy	Norsworthy	
(405)	416-7070

9	 OBA Family Law Section Meeting;	3	p.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	OSU	Tulsa;	
Contact:	Amy	Wilson	(918)	439-2424

13	 OBA Women in Law Committee Meeting;	
3	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	Tulsa	
County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa	with	teleconference;	Contact:	
Deborah	Reheard	(918)	689-9281

15	 OBA Bench & Bar Committee Meeting;	12	p.m.;	
Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	Tulsa	County	
Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	Jack	Brown	(918)	581-8211

16	 OBA Board of Governors Meeting;	Guymon;	
Contact:	John	Morris	Williams	(405)	416-7000

17	 OBA Young Lawyers Division Committee 
Meeting;	10	a.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	
City	and	Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	
Rick	Rose	(405)	236-0478

19	 OBA Alternative Dispute Resolution Section 
Subcommittee Meeting; 3	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	
Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	Andrea	Braeutigam	
(405)	640-2819	

	 OBA Alternative Dispute Resolution Section 
Meeting;	4	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	
City	and	Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	
Andrea	Braeutigam	(405)	640-2819	

20	 OBA Civil Procedure Committee Meeting;	
3	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	OSU	
Tulsa;	Contact:	James	Milton	(918)	591-5229

21	 Oklahoma Council of Administrative Hearing 
Officials;	12	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	
City	and	Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	
Carolyn	Guthrie	(405)	271-1269	Ext.	56212

	 Ruth Bader Ginsburg American Inn of Court;	
5	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	
Donald	Lynn	Babb	(405)	235-1611

23	 Oklahoma Black Lawyers Association 
Scholarship Banquet;	4	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	
Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	Kyshe	Williams	
(405)	512-1466

27	 Oklahoma Board of Bar Examiners Workshop;	
1	p.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City;	Contact:	
Board	of	Bar	Examiners	(405)	416-7075

29	 OBA Access to Justice Committee Meeting;	
10	a.m.;	Oklahoma	Bar	Center,	Oklahoma	City	and	
Tulsa	County	Bar	Center,	Tulsa;	Contact:	Kade	McClure	
(580)	248-4675

September

October
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Attorneys	with	devon	Energy	and	McAfee	&	
Taft	in	Oklahoma	City	are	launching	a	pro-
gram	with	Legal	Aid	Services	of	Oklahoma	
to	provide	free	legal	assistance	to	needy	
Oklahomans.	The	partnership	was	inspired	
by	the	successful	work	in	Tulsa	of	attorneys	
from	The	Williams	Cos.	with	Legal	Aid	clients.
The	partnership	expects	to	provide	legal	
services	to	more	unemployed	and	poor	per-
sons	hit	by	the	current	recession	than	Legal	
Aid	could	have	served	through	its	in-house	
legal	staff.	
“This	program	hopefully	will	continue	to	
grow	and	be	able	to	serve	more	people	in	
poverty	who	would	not	have	had	access	to	
the	courts.	We’re	giving	equal	access	to	jus-
tice,”	said	Cindy	Goble,	statewide	pro	bono	
coordinator	for	Legal	Aid	in	Oklahoma	City.
The	new	volunteer	lawyers	will	be	trained	
in	certain	areas	by	Legal	Aid	experts	and	will	
be	teamed	with	McAfee	&	Taft	attorneys	for	
other	training.	Volunteers	can	easily	help	
seniors	with	wills,	powers	of	attorney	and	
other	end-of-life	documents.	

Lawyers Team up to Provide Pro 
Bono Services

The Washington County Bar Association hosted 
the OBA Board of Governors for its August 
meeting. Part of the board’s visit included a 
tour of the Woolaroc Museum in Bartlesville.

Annual Meeting Deadlines Fast Approaching
The	deadline	to	submit	resolutions	to	the	OBA	House	of	dele-
gates	is	Thursday,	Oct.	1.	Resolutions	should	be	sent	to	OBA	
Executive	director	John	Morris	Williams	at	johnw@okbar.org.	
Also,	since	Annual	Meeting	is	in	early	November	this	year,	
the	early-bird	registration	deadline	is	Monday,	Oct.	12.	Save	
money	by	registering	early.	Fill	out	the	registration	form	in	
this	issue,	or	register	online	at	www.okbar.org.

Articles Being Accepted for 
Law Review
This	year	marks	the	centennial	for	the	OU	Col-
lege	of	Law.	As	such,	this	year’s	publication	of	
the	Oklahoma Law Review	is	focusing	on	topics	
particularly	important	and	useful	to	practicing	
Oklahoma	attorneys.	The	law	review	is	request-
ing	that	those	interested	in	possible	publication	
submit	articles	to	the	editorial	board	during	the	

fall	of	2009.	Additionally,	the	
law	review	is	requesting	Okla-
homa	attorneys	to	submit	topics	
of	interest	that	they	wish	to	see	
published	in	the	Oklahoma Law 
Review.	For	those	wishing	
to	publish	an	article,	please	
submit	your	articles	or	any	
questions	you	may	have	to	
mwaters@ou.edu.

Dirickson Selected as  
Special District Judge
Weatherford	attorney	donna	dirickson	was	recently	chosen	as	
Custer	County’s	new	special	district	judge.	She	replaces	Judge	Jill	
Weedon,	who	was	sworn	in	recently	as	the	county’s	associate	district	
judge,	succeeding	Judge	Jacqueline	duncan,	who	retired	earlier	this	
year.	Judge	dirickson	was	sworn	in	Sept.	4.	She	has	been	in	private	
practice	in	Weatherford	since	1999	and	previously	served	as	an	assis-
tant	district	attorney.	She	will	serve	the	rest	of	her	term	on	the	OBA	
Board	of	Governors,	which	expires	at	the	end	of	this	year.
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Karen long	has	been	
appointed	to	the	Okla-

homa	Ethics	Commission.	
She	is	currently	a	partner	
with	the	Tulsa	law	firm	of	
Rosenstein,	Fist	&	Ringold.	
Her	five-year	term	began	in	
August.

mark Heitz	has	been	
named	to	the	Wash-

burn	University	Athletics	
Hall	of	Fame	and	will	be	
inducted	as	a	meritorious	
service	inductee	on	Oct.	3.	
Mr.	Heitz	graduated	from	
Washburn	in	1974	earning	
his	J.d.	in	1977.	He	played	
golf	at	the	university	during	
his	undergraduate	years	and	
has	since	sponsored	many	
endowed	scholarships	for	
student	athletes	as	well	as	
endowed	funds	for	the	
Washburn	law	school.	He	
has	served	on	the	Washburn	
Board	of	Regents	as	well	as	
the	law	school’s	board	of	
governors	and	is	currently	a	
trustee	of	the	Washburn	
Endowment	Association.	

The	2008-2009	OBA	Lead-
ership	Academy	raised	

$2,750	for	Special	Olympics	
Oklahoma.

rachel stoddard morris 
announces	the	opening	

of	her	new	practice	located	
at	1015-G	Waterwood	park-
way,	Suite	A-2,	Edmond,	
73034;	(405)	509-6455;		

Fax:	(405)	509-6472;		
rachel@stoddardmorris.com.

Kelly a. smakal, Justin 
B. munn and	stephan 

s. mathis	announce	the	for-
mation	of	Smakal,	Munn	&	
Mathis	in	Tulsa.	The	firm	
maintains	a	general	civil	liti-
gation	practice	with	an	
emphasis	in	domestic	and	
probate	matters,	estate	plan-
ning,	construction	law,	and	
corporate	transaction	and	lit-
igation	matters.	Their	offices	
are	located	at	320	S.	Boston,	
Suite	1119,	Tulsa,	74103;		
(918)	582-3400.

McAfee	&	Taft	announces	
that	Kathy r. neal	has	

joined	the	firm.	Ms.	Neal	
practices	litigation	defense	of	
claims	of	discrimination,	
wrongful	and	retaliatory	dis-
charge,	breach	of	contract,	
enforcement	of	non-competi-
tion	and	confidentiality	
agreements,	and	wage	and	
hour	disputes.

Jason r. Jenkins	has	been	
named	assistant	general	

counsel	for	the	University	of	
North	dakota	in	Grand	
Forks,	N.d.	Mr.	Jenkins,	a	
registered	patent	attorney	
who	received	his	law	degree	
from	TU	in	2000,	will	be	
advising	UNd	primarily	on	
intellectual	property	matters.

Brian D. scott	recently	
formed	Business	Compli-

ance	Experts	LLC,	a	small	
business	consulting	compa-
ny.	It	is	temporarily	located	
at	525	S.	Main	St.,	Suite	1111,	
Tulsa,	74103;	(813)	391-6741.

Vincent J. Faggioli	has	
been	named	command	

counsel	for	the	Army	Materi-
el	Command,	headquartered	
at	Fort	Belvoir,	Va.	The	Army	
Materiel	Command	is	a	
multi-billion	dollar	enter

prise	that	provides	logistical,	
maintenance	and	acquisition	
support	to	United	States	
warfighters	worldwide.	He	
has	a	total	of	38	years	of		
service	with	the	Army.

Van	Meter	Law	Firm	has	
changed	locations	and	is	

now	located	at	600	N.	Walk-
er,	Suite	101,	Oklahoma	City,	
73102;	(405)	228-4949.		Also,	
Charles J. Watts	has	joined	
them	in	their	new	offices.

Jay l. Harrington	spoke	
during	the	Oklahoma		

Society	of	Enrolled	Agents	
fourth	annual	Tax	Forum	in	
Oklahoma	City.	The	presen-
tation	concentrated	on	the	
“Show	Cause	Hearing		
process”	for	businesses	that	
are	out	of	compliance.

marty ludlum	presented	
a	lecture	on	“Corrup-

tion	in	putin’s	Russia:	Gener-
ational	differences”	to	the	
Academy	of	Legal	Studies	in	
Business	Conference	in		
denver.

Vialo Weis Jr.	recently	
presented	“I	Wish	I	Had	

Known:	Reflections	on	pre-
lawyer	days”	and	“Oil	and	
Gas	Rights	in	planned	Giv-
ing”	at	the	North	American	
division	of	Seventh-day	
Adventists’	planned	Giving	
&	Trust	Services	Conference	
in	Albuquerque,	N.M.,	last	
month.

Compiled by Rosie  
Sontheimer

BENCH & BAR BRIEFS 
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IN MEMORIAM 

lawrence r. edmison	of	
Norman	died	May	25.	He	

was	born	Aug.	7,	1948,	in	Lin-
coln,	Neb.	He	earned	a	bache-
lor’s	degree	in	physiology	
from	OSU,	a	master’s	degree	
in	parasitology	from	the	OU	
Health	Sciences	Center	and	a	
law	degree	from	the	OCU	
School	of	Law.	during	his	33-
year	career	in	environmental	
regulation,	he	served	as	direc-
tor	of	the	Oklahoma	depart-
ment	of	pollution	Control,	
general	counsel	for	the	Okla-
homa	Corporation	Commis-
sion	and	director	of	the	Water	
Quality	division	of	the	Okla-
homa	Conservation	Commis-
sion.	Memorial	contributions	
may	be	made	to	Hands	Help-
ing	paws	Inc.,	p.O.	Box	1024,	
Norman,	73070;	or	to	The	
Nature	Conservancy.	

Judge J. Bruce Harvey	of	
Enid	died	Aug.	1.	He	was	

born	Aug.	12,	1942,	in	Chero-
kee.	He	graduated	from	
Northwestern	State	College	in	
Alva	in	1966	and	OCU	School	
of	Law	in	1972.	While	attend-
ing	law	school,	he	worked	for	
the	Oklahoma	State	personnel	
board.	In	1974,	he	accepted	a	
position	as	special	district	
judge	to	Garfield	County,	a	
position	which	he	held	until	

1976	when	he	went	into	pri-
vate	practice.	during	his	17	
years	in	private	practice,	he	
served	with	the	Oklahoma	
department	of	Corrections,	
both	as	an	attorney	and	on	
the	board	of	directors.	He	also	
served	as	state	representative	
for	district	41	from	1983	to	
1985	and	mayor	of	the	city	of	
Enid	from	1987	to	1989.	In	
1993,	he	was	appointed	asso-
ciate	district	judge	of	Harper	
County,	followed	by	an	
appointment	as	special	dis-
trict	judge	in	Garfield	County.	
He	was	a	member	of	numer-
ous	organizations	including	
the	Central	Christian	Church	
and	the	Boy	Scouts	of	Ameri-
ca.	Memorial	contributions	
may	be	made	in	his	memory	
through	the	Marshall	Funeral	
Home	in	Alva	to	Central	
Christian	Church,	Carmen	
Fire	and	Rescue,	Carmen	park	
Fund	or	Boy	Scouts	of		
America.

William r. moss	of	Tulsa	
died	Aug.	14.	He	was	

born	Feb.	12,	1947.	He	was	a	
1972	graduate	of	the	TU	Col-
lege	of	Law	and	practiced	
criminal	and	family	law	for	
35	years.	

Cynthia Post	of	Shawnee	
died	Aug.	12.	She	was	

born	dec.	31,	1957.	In	1994,	
she	graduated	from	the	OU	
College	of	Law.	She	worked	
for	the	National	Cowboy	and	
Western	Heritage	Museum	as	
the	assistant	director	of		
development.	

randolph (randy)  
stephen specht	of	

Edmond	died	Aug.	17.	He	
was	born	on	dec.	19,	1951,	in	
Lawton.	He	graduated	from	
OSU	and	earned	his	law	
degree	from	the	OU	College	
of	Law	in	1981.	He	practiced	
oil	and	gas	law	and	worked	
for	the	Oklahoma	Corpora-
tion	Commission,	starting	as	
a	trial	examiner	and	rising	to	
appeals	administrative	law	
judge.	Memorial	contribu-
tions	may	be	made	to	an		
education	account	for	his		
children	at	Kirkpatrick	Bank.

robert l. stormont	of	
Norman	died	Aug.	23.		

He	was	born	Oct.	19,	1941,	in	
Wakita.	He	graduated	from	
OSU	and	earned	his	J.d.	from	
the	OU	College	of	Law	in	
1966.	He	practiced	law	in	
Enid	and	Oklahoma	City	for	
43	years	and	was	an	avid	
hunter	and	a	family	man.

How	to	place	an	announcement:	If	you	are	an	
OBA	member	and	you’ve	moved,	become	a	
partner,	hired	an	associate,	taken	on	a	partner,	
received	a	promotion	or	an	award	or	given	a	talk	
or	speech	with	statewide	or	national	stature,	we’d	
like	to	hear	from	you.	Information	selected	for	
publication	is	printed	at	no	cost,	subject	to	editing	
and	printed	as	space	permits.	Submit	news	items	
(e-mail strongly preferred)	in	writing	to:

Melissa	Brown
Communications	dept.
Oklahoma	Bar	Association
p.O.	Box	53036
Oklahoma	City,	OK	73152
(405)	416-7017
Fax:	(405)	416-7089	or
E-mail:	barbriefs@okbar.org

articles for the Oct. 10 issue must be received 
by sept. 21.
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1982	 OBA	 president	 John	 L.	 Boyd	 of	
Tulsa	died	Aug.	16.	He	was	born	March	
5,	 1920,	 in	 Tulsa.	 He	 graduated	 from	
Tulsa	 Central	 High	 School	 in	 1937	 and	
later	attended	OU.	

after school, he served as a First 
lieutenant and navigator in the u.s. 
army air Corps from 1943 to 1945, dur-
ing which time he survived a dramatic 
rescue after floating in a lone life raft 
after his plane went down over the 
Pacific Ocean.	

He	received	his	law	degree	from	TU	in	
1950.	He	then	joined	Tucker	and	Martin,	
which	 later	 became	 the	 Tucker,	 Boyd	
and	parks	law	firm.	He	held	many	local	
and	regional	positions	in	support	of	the	
law	profession.	These	included	president	of	the	Tulsa	County	Bar	Association	
in	 1974,	 president	 of	 the	 Oklahoma	 Bar	Association	 in	 1982,	 president	 of	 the	
Oklahoma	Bar	Foundation	in	1987,	and	founder	and	chairman	of	the	Board	of	
the	Oklahoma	Bar	professional	Liability	Insurance	Company	in	1983	and	1984.	

In	 addition	 to	 his	 participation	 in	 these	 and	 many	 other	 organizations,	 his	
work	was	awarded	with	many	honors	including	the	OBA	Outstanding	Lawyer	
Rendering	Meritorious	Service	to	the	profession	Award	in	1986,	Tulsa	County	
Bar	Association	 Outstanding	 Lawyer	Award	 in	 1987,	 the	 University	 of	 Tulsa	
Outstanding	Service	Award	in	1982,	membership	in	the	Chairman	Select	Com-
mittee	to	Review	the	Judicial	System	of	the	State	of	Oklahoma	and	TU’s	Life-
time	Achievement	Law	Award	in	2003.	He	was	also	a	member	of	many	social	
groups,	including	the	Tulsa	Men’s	Club.	

In MeMorIaM:
1982 OBA President John L. Boyd

1920 - 2009
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INTERESTEd	 IN	 pURCHASING	 pROdUCING	 &	
NON-pROdUCING	Minerals;	ORRI;	O	&	G	Interests.	
please	contact:	patrick	Cowan,	CpL,	CSW	Corporation,	
p.O.	Box	21655,	Oklahoma	City,	OK	73156-1655;	 (405)	
755-7200;	Fax	(405)	755-5555;	E-mail:	pcowan@cox.net.

Arthur	d.	Linville	(405)	636-1522

Board	Certified
diplomate	—	ABFE	
Life	Fellow	—	ACFE

Court	Qualified
Former	OSBI	Agent	
FBI	National	Academy

HanDWrItInG IDentIFICatIOn 
POlYGraPH eXamInatIOn

OF COunsel leGal resOurCes — sInCe 1992 — 
Exclusive	research	&	writing.	Highest	quality:	trial	and	
appellate,	 state	 and	 federal,	 admitted	 and	 practiced		
U.S.	Supreme	Court.	Over	20	published	opinions	with	
numerous	 reversals	 on	 certiorari.	 maryGaye leBoeuf 
(405) 728-9925, marygaye@cox.net.

serVICes

OFFICe sPaCe

ExpERT	 WITNESSES	 •	 ECONOMICS	 •	 VOCATIONAL	 •	 MEdICAL 	
Fitzgerald	 Economic	 and	 Business	 Consulting	
Economic	damages,	Lost	profits,	Analysis,	Business/
pension	 Valuations,	 Employment,	 discrimination,	
divorce,	Wrongful	discharge,	Vocational	Assessment,	
Life	 Care	 plans,	 Medical	 Records	 Review,	 Business/
Legal	 Ethics.	 National,	 Experience.	 Call	 patrick		
Fitzgerald.	(405)	919-2312.

CLASSIFIED ADS 

aPPeals and lItIGatIOn suPPOrt	—	Expert		
research	 and	 writing	 by	 a	 veteran	 generalist	 who	
thrives	 on	 wide	 variety	 of	 projects,	 big	 or	 small.		
Cogent.	Concise.	Nancy	K.	Anderson,	(405)	682-9554,	
nkanderson@hotmail.com.

BRIEF	 WRITING,	 AppEALS,	 RESEARCH	 ANd	 dIS-
COVERy	SUppORT.	Fourteen	years	experience	in	civil	
litigation.	 Backed	 by	 established	 firm.	 Neil	 d.	
Vandalsem,	 Taylor,	 Ryan,	 Schmidt	 &	 Van	 dalsem	 p.C.	
(918)	749-5566,	nvandalsem@trsvlaw.com.

ExpERT	WITNESSES	•	ENVIRONMENTAL	GEOSCI-
ENCES:	Litigation	•	Regulatory	•	Transaction;	Energy	
•	 Industry	 •	Agriculture;	 Geology	 •	 Soils	 •	 Water	 •	
Groundwater;	Contamination	Timing	•	Source	•	Trans-
port	•	Fate;	Hydrocarbons	•	Saltwater	•	Metals	•	Nu-
trients	•	Radionuclides	•	Solvents;	Remote	Sensing	•	
Mapping	•	Spatial	Analysis;	Research	•Expert	Reports	
•	 Testimony	 •	 phase	 I	Assessments	 •	 Environmental	
Sampling;	National	Experience;	Contact	J.	Berton	Fish-
er,	 Lithochimeia,	 LLC	 www.lithochim.com;	 (918)	 527-
2332	or	(918)	382-9775;	bfisher@lithochim.com.

PrIntInG serVICes

WORKLOAd	pILING	Up	ANd	JUST	NOT	ENOUGH	
TIME	 to	 get	 everything	 finished?	 Need	 assistance	
with	 document	 review,	 caseload	 management,	 or	
general	 consulting?	 Then	 please	 contact	 us	 at	 okover	
flow@yahoo.com,	maybe	we	can	help.

traFFIC aCCIDent reCOnstruCtIOn 
InVestIGatIOn • analYsIs • eValuatIOn • testImOnY

25	 years	 in	 business	 with	 over	 20,000	 cases.	 Experienced	 in	
automobile,	truck,	railroad,	motorcycle,	and	construction	zone	
accidents	 for	 plaintiffs	 or	 defendants.	 OKC	 police	 dept.	 22	
years.	Investigator	or	supervisor	of	more	than	16,000	accidents. 
Jim G. Jackson & associates edmond, OK (405) 348-7930

CONSULTING	 ARBORIST,	 tree	 valuations,	 diagnoses,	
forensics,	 hazardous	 tree	 assessments,	 expert	 witness,	
depositions,	 reports,	 tree	 inventories,	 dNA/soil	 test-
ing,	 construction	 damage.	 Bill	 Long,	 ISA	 Certified	 Ar-
borist,	 #SO-1123,	 OSU	 Horticulture	 Alumnus,	 All	 of		
Oklahoma	and	beyond,	(405)	996-0411.

OKC	ATTORNEy	HAS	CLIENT	INTERESTEd	in	pur-
chasing	producing	and	non-producing,	large	or	small,	
mineral	interests.	For	information,	contact	Tim	dowd,	
211	N.	Robinson,	Suite	1300,	OKC,	OK	73102,	(405)	232-
3722,	(405)	232-3746	-	fax,	timdowd@eliasbooks.com.

LEGAL	 SECRETARy	 W/25	 yEARS	 ExpERIENCE	
seeking	part-time	temporary	assignments	for	secretar-
ies	 needing	 vacation,	 time-off,	 etc.	 Very	 reasonable	
prices.	Call	debbie	@	(405)	429-0444.

dOWNTOWN	 OKC	 WITHIN	 walking	 distance	 to	
Courthouse.	parking,	copier,	 fax,	conference	room,	re-
ception	 area,	 kitchen,	 phone	 system.	 1-3	 offices	 avail-
able.	Corner	of	Reno	&	Walker.	James	dunn	(405)	239-
1000	ext	2..

serVICes

FOR	SALE	OR	LEASE	-	INTEREST	IN	LAW	OFFICE	
BUILdING	located	at	3315	N.W.	63rd,	OKC.	Call	Bob	
Jackson	at	848-4004	or	706-4229.

PeaK lanD & rOYaltY COmPanY	 is	 actively	
pursuing	 the	 acquisition	 of	 mineral,	 royalty,	 and	
working	interest	in	the	State	of	Oklahoma.	No	inter-
est	is	too	large	or	too	small.	We	will	work	to	get	you	
the	highest	price	possible	for	your	property.	We	have	
almost	thirty	years	of	experience	in	the	Oil	and	Gas	
business	and	have	valued	and	leased	minerals	for	in-
dividuals,	 Banks,	 and	 Attorneys.	 phone	 Number:	
(405)	250-2577.	E-mail	address:	rjcminerals@aol.com.

pROFESSIONAL	 RESULTS	 USING	 COpIER	 SAFE,	
RAISEd	(THERM)	pRINTING!		 G & s Printing, Inc.	
has	been	serving	 the	OKC	metro	area	 for	22	years,	
specializing	in	legal,	energy	and	all	corporate	print-
ing	needs.		Free	pick	up	and	delivery	to	downtown	
OKC.	 	 Visit	 us	 at	 gandsprinting.com,	 or	 contact	
Shirlene	Tarbox	at	405.789.6813,	to see how we can 
help you!!!



Vol. 80 — No. 23 — 9/5/2009 The Oklahoma Bar Journal 1783

POsItIOns aVaIlaBle

POsItIOns aVaIlaBle
THE	FOGG	LAW	FIRM	is	accepting	resumes	for	an	
associate	 attorney.	 Two	 to	 five	 years	 general	 litiga-
tion	 experience	 a	 must.	 Applicant	 must	 be	 able	 to	
immediately	 assume	 responsibilities	 in	 discovery	
preparation/responses,	 brief	 writing,	 court	 appear-
ances	and	depositions.	please	send	resume	and	salary	
requirements	via	facsimile	to	(405)	295-1536	or	e-mail	
to	jacy@fogglawfirm.com.

CLASSIFIEd	RATES:	One	dollar	per	word	per	insertion.	Minimum	
charge	$35.	Add	$15	surcharge	per	 issue	for	blind	box	advertise-
ments	to	cover	forwarding	of	replies.	Blind	box	word	count	must	
include	 “Box	 ____	 ,	 Oklahoma	 Bar	 Association,	 p.O.	 Box	 53036,	
Oklahoma	 City,	 OK	 73152.”	 display	 classified	 ads	 with	 bold	 	
headline	and	border	are	$50	per	inch.	See	www.okbar.org	for	issue	
dates	and	display	Ad	sizes	and	rates.

dEAdLINE:	Tuesday	noon	before	publication.	Ads	must	be	prepaid.
Send	ad	 (e-mail	preferred)	 in	writing	stating	number	of	 times	 to	be	
published	to:

	 Jeff Kelton, Oklahoma Bar association 
P.O. Box 53036, Oklahoma City, OK 73152 
e-mail: jeffk@okbar.org

publication	 and	 contents	 of	 any	 advertisement	 is	 not	 to	 be	 deemed	
an	endorsement	of	the	views	expressed	therein,	nor	shall	the	publication	
of	any	advertisement	be	considered	an	endorsement	of	the	procedure	
or	 	 service	 involved.	 All	 placement	 notices	 must	 be	 clearly	 non-	
discriminatory.

ClassIFIeD InFOrmatIOn

seeKInG PrOPOsals

OFFICe sPaCe
MIdTOWN	 OFFICE	 SpACE	 FOR	 LEASE:	 Make	 this	
office	space	yours	in	the	escalating	and	rapidly	grow-
ing	 Midtown	 Renaissance	 Beautifully	 renovated	 and	
charming	 1920’s	 building	 in	 the	 heart	 of	 Midtown	
within	walking	distance	to	many	new	restaurants	and	
the	Boulevard	Cafeteria.	Amenities	include	reception-
ist,	 phones,	 internet,	 business	 office	 with	 copier,	 fax,	
postage	 meter,	 2	 conference	 rooms,	 library,	 kitchen,	
housekeeping,	onsite	file	storage	and	parking.	Located	
in	 the	 vicinity	 of	 12th	 and	 Walker.	 (405)	 627-1380	 or	
(405)	204-0404.
ONE	MAN	OFFICE	FOR	RENT.	200	plus	sq.	ft.	Share	
conference	 room,	 reception	area	&	breakroom	with	5	
other	lawyers.	Internet,	new	phone	system	&	fax	line	
included.	$600.00	per	month.	Come	on	by	4901	Rich-
mond	Square,	Suite	102.	(405)	848-4004.

THE	 CITy	 OF	 CUSHING	 IS	 SOLICITING	 pROpOS-
ALS	until	2:00	p.m.	on	Tuesday,	October	6,	2009,	from	
qualified	individuals	or	firms,	for	Attorney	services	to	
represent	the	City	of	Cushing	and	its	entities.	For	fur-
ther	information	or	to	request	a	RFp	packet,	please	con-
tact	the	City	Manager’s	office	at	(918)	225-2394.

ExpERIENCEd	 CORpORATE	 /	 TRANSACTIONAL	
ATTORNEy	SEEKS	OppORTUNITy	involving	reloca-
tion	to	Tulsa	or	OKC.	10+	years	of	experience	in	a	wide	
range	 of	 corporate	 and	 transactional	 practice	 areas.	
Extensive	 experience	 within	 the	 energy	 industry.	
Large	firm	and	in-house	experience.	Licensed	in	Texas	
and	Oklahoma.	partnership	with	regional	firm	or	se-
nior	in-house	position	preferred.	please	send	inquires	
to	Fall2009OBJadvertisement@gmail.com.

AV	 RATEd	 dOWNTOWN	 OKC	 INSURANCE	 dE-
FENSE	 LITIGATION	 FIRM	 seeks	 paralegal	 with	 5+	
years	 experience.	 Salary	 commensurate	 with	 experi-
ence.	please	send	resumes	to	“Box	H,”	Oklahoma	Bar	
Association,	p.O.	Box	53036,	Oklahoma	City,	OK	73152.

MANAGING	 ATTORNEy	 -	 WEATHERFORd	 (En-
hanced	Salary	plan):	Legal	Aid	Services	of	Oklahoma,	
Inc.	is	seeking	a	managing	attorney	for	its	Weatherford	
Law	 Office,	 serving	Alfalfa,	 Beaver,	 Beckham,	 Blaine,	
Cimarron,	 Custer,	 dewey,	 Ellis,	 Harper,	 Major,	 Roger	
Mills,	Texas,	Washita,	Woods,	and	Woodward	counties.	
The	managing	attorney	 is	 responsible	 for	supervision	
of	 attorney	 and	 support	 staff	 and	 limited	 grant	 man-
agement.	Applicants	are	required	to	have	a	J.d.	from	an	
accredited	 law	school,	 and	be	admitted	 to	practice	 in	
Oklahoma	or	eligible	to	take	and	pass	the	next	Bar	Ex-
amination.	Five	years	experience	as	a	practicing	attor-
ney,	 management	 experience,	 and	 previous	 legal	 ser-
vices	 practice	 preferred	 but	 not	 required.	 Enhanced	
Salary	 Scale	 for	 managing	 attorneys	 provides	 greater	
financial	 acknowledgement	 for	 management	 experi-
ence,	number	of	offices	supervised,	number	of	staff	su-
pervised,	and	years	of	legal	experience.	Compensation	
includes	 generous	 benefits	 including	 health,	 dental,	
life,	pension	and	more.	Applicants	MUST	complete	Le-
gal	Aid’s	application.	View	and	print	the	application	in	
.pdf	 format,	 www.legalaidok.org.	 Send	 your	 applica-
tion	and	a	resume	to:	Bud	Cowsert,	director	of	Opera-
tions,	2915	Classen	Blvd.,	Suite	500,	Oklahoma	City,	OK	
73106,	FAx	to	 (405)	488-6111.	Applications	will	be	ac-
cepted	until	the	position	is	filled.	Legal	Aid	is	an	Equal	
Opportunity/Affirmative	Action	Employer.

AV	 RATEd	 dOWNTOWN	 OKC	 INSURANCE	 dE-
FENSE	 LITIGATION	 FIRM	 seeks	 associate	 with	 0	 -	 5	
years	 experience.	 Salary	 commensurate	 with	 experi-
ence.	 please	 send	 resumes	 to	 “Box	 p,”	 Oklahoma	 Bar	
Association,	p.O.	Box	53036,	Oklahoma	City,	OK	73152.

POsItIOn WanteD

LUxURy	OFFICE	SpACE	-	FIVE	OFFICES:	One	execu-
tive	corner	suite	with	fireplace	($1,200.00/month);	two	
large	 offices	 ($850.00/month);	 and	 two	 small	 offices	
($650.00	each/month).	All	offices	have	crown	molding	
and	beautiful	finishes.	A	fully	furnished	reception	area,	
conference	room,	and	complete	kitchen	are	included,	as	
well	 as	 a	 receptionist,	 high-speed	 internet,	 fax,	 cable	
television	and	free	parking.	Completely	secure.	presti-
gious	 location	at	 the	entrance	of	Esperanza	 located	at	
153rd	and	North	May,	one	mile	north	of	the	Kilpatrick	
Turnpike	 and	 one	 mile	 east	 of	 the	 Hefner	 parkway.	
Contact	Gregg	Renegar	at	(405)	285-8118.
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I	had	just	finished	
a	two-hour	prelimi-
nary	hearing.	I	tried	
to	explain	to	the	pros-
ecutor	before	the	
hearing	that	my	client	
was	not	guilty	and	
tried	to	explain	the	
facts.	I	was	met	with	
a	perplexed	look	and	
a	“and	you	believe	
him?”

He	was	a	young	
prosecutor…	feeling	
like	I	did	32	years	
ago…	the	pride	of	
protecting	the	public	
and	armed	with	the	
power	to	destroy	
people’s	lives.	He	
had	every	reason	to	
believe	my	client	was	
guilty.	The	police	
report	was	damning,	
down	to	a	special	
code	assigned	to	my	
client	that	gave	him	
access	to	the	company	
safe.

The	witness	testi-
fied	to	a	different	fate	
for	my	client.	Appar-
ently,	several	people	
had	access	to	the	safe	
and	the	codes	that	
were	used	to	breach	
security.	At	that	point,	I	
was	forced	to	take	back	
my	agreement	to	stipu-
late	that	my	client	had	
a	specific	code.	I	was	
hard	pressed	to	be	the	
vehicle	that	sent	my	
client	to	the	penitentia-

ry.	The	young	prosecu-
tor	was	livid.

He	left	the	court-
room,	red-faced	and	
clearly	frustrated.	I	
followed	him	into	the	
judge’s	chambers	and	
he	looked	at	me	and	
said,	“By	God,	I’m	only	

offering	him	a	deferred	
sentence!”

I	still	roll	the	halls	of	
justice.	Once	believing	
that	I	was	part	of	the	
greatest	judicial	system	
in	the	world.	Unlike	
the	days	of	old,	there	
are	few	attorneys	car-

rying	banners	of	
honor.	Not	fight-
ing	for	justice,	
but	consumed	by	
time	and	money.	
It	is	better	to	buy	
a	good	pen	than	
it	is	to	stand	up	
and	fight	for	
freedom.

When	the	day	
comes	that	I	
plead	my	client	
to	a	deferred	sen-
tence,	where	the	
option	is	to	fight	
for	his	freedom,	I	
will	walk	away	
from	the	halls	of	
justice	and	won-
der	what	will	
become	of	the	
greatest	judicial	
system	in	the	
world.

Stand	up,	
young	lawyers.	
Stand	up	now,	
or	freedom	for	
all	will	be	just	a	
sad	reminder	of	
what	we	all	once	
had.

Ms. Cox  
practices in  

Oklahoma City.

Editor’s Note: Have a 
short, funny, intriguing 
or inspiring story to 
share? 
E-mail submissions 
to carolm@okbar.org.

Call to Arms
By Janet L. Cox
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